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first - the seed



  American Seed Trade Association

  E-News Update for January 10, 2003
ASTA 42nd Annual Vegetable and Flower Seed Conference
The Hyatt Regency in Austin, Texas will serve as headquarters for the meeting, which will feature Texas Agriculture Commissioner Susan Combs.  In addition, key ASTA committees will be meeting to discuss topics including:  organic seed; plants not intended for food and feed; pest risk assessments; seed packet labeling changes and intellectual property rights developments here at home and around the globe.  To view program schedules, registration forms and additional information, please visit www.amseed.org.  For assistance, contact Suzanne Nicolas at (888) 890-7333 or snicolas@amseed.org. 

Zoellick Backs WTO Case

President Bush’s trade representative is said to favor taking the fight to the World Trade Organization to resolve the European Union’s ongoing moratorium on genetically modified crops from the United States.  

Corn Production Unchanged, Soybean Crop Bigger

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is projecting stocks of corn will be up 81 million bushels from last month due to higher production and lower use.  Estimated corn production is up 4 million bushels as higher yields more than offset lower harvested acreage.  The soybean production number came in at 2.73 billion bushels. Soybean exports are seen higher than last month, while corn exports were lower due to increased competition.

Winter Wheat Seedings Largest Since 1998

Estimates by the USDA put 44.2 million acres to be planted, making this winter crop the largest since 1998.

US Cotton Insect Losses in 2002

U.S. cotton crop losses from insects in 2002 rose to an estimated $1.199 billion from $1.143 billion in 2001, according to a report prepared by Mississippi State University.  The findings were reported at the recent Beltwide Cotton Conference.

China Soy Imports Hit Record
China will import a record 14.5 million tons of soybeans in 2002/03, contributing to rising U.S. shipments, the U.S. Agriculture forecasts.  China’s projected imports are up 500,000 tons from last month’s estimates, boosting global soybean exports to 61.4 million tons.  U.S. shipments are now forecast at 25.31 million tons, up from the 24.49 million tons projected by the government last month. 

Argentina Soy Numbers
The Department forecasts that Argentina, a major soybean exporter, will produce a record 33.5 million ton crop in 2002/03 due to a larger-than-expected plantings and slightly better yield prospects.  Forecasters, however, left Argentina’s soybean export forecast unchanged at 9.7 million tons.
Strong China Exports 

Expanding corn exports by China will likely reduce U.S. foreign sales in 2002/03 to slightly less than 47 million tons, down from the 48.3 million tons forecast last month, according to USDA reports.  USDA’s forecast of China exports for the year was up 1 million tons from last month’s estimate to total 11 million tons.  USDA also said China’s domestic sue of corn was reduced 2 million tons for both 2001/02 and 2002/03.

Brazil Corn Exports Expected to Rise

Brazil’s corn exports are also expected to rise slightly, to 1.5 million tons, up 300,000 tons from last month’s USDA estimate.   Brazil’s production was forecast by USDA to rise 1 million tons to total 36 million tons in 2002/03.

Russia Wheat Exports Up

Russia’s wheat exports are expected to rise 50 9.5 million tons in 2002/03, up 2 million tons from previous estimates, and will cut into projected U.S. wheat shipments, according to the USDA.  The EU, which recently moved to limit wheat imports from Russia and Ukraine, is now expected to import 9.5 million tons of wheat from global sources, up from 8 million tons projected by USDA in December.  Increased competition from Russia, as well as Australia, will contribute to U.S. wheat exports falling to 25.17 million tons in 2002/03, from the 25.86 million tons forecast last month by the government.  Australia’s exports for the year are now pegged at 7 million tons, up 1 million tons from December estimates.  The adjustment was linked to larger beginning stocks.

Indian Farm Output Declines

India’s agricultural production could see its biggest drop in more than two decades this year, due to a drought that hit nearly one-third of the country

Upcoming ASTA Meetings

January 25-28 

42nd Vegetable & Flower Seed Conference




Hyatt Regency




Austin, TX

March 3 – 7

16th ASTA Management Academy




Purdue University




West Lafayette, IN

June 21-25

120th ASTA Annual Convention




Hyatt Lake Las Vegas




Henderson, NV

