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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY
U.S. Biotech Corn Plantings Projected to Soar in 2002
A Jan. 9 Reuters article reported that American farmers will boost U.S. biotech corn plantings by more than 13 percent this year, with a smaller increase planned for soybeans, according to a Reuters survey of more than 300 growers. The straw poll, conducted at the American Farm Bureau Federation’s annual meeting, found no slowdown in U.S. agriculture’s embrace of biotech corn and soybeans. The biggest increase will be in biotech corn plantings, with a leap of 13.8 to 19.3 percent depending on the variety, according to the survey. Plantings for the main variety of biotech soybeans will climb by 8.3 percent. However, plantings of biotech cotton will fall by 2 to 8 percent in 2002, reflecting an overall decline in cotton expected this year, the survey showed. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/020109/n09241677_1.html 

Planting of Biotech Crops Increases Worldwide
Several countries, including Argentina and China, significantly increased their use of biotech crops during 2000, while use in the United States began to level off, shows a report from the International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-Biotech Applications (ISAAA), said the Dec. 30 Des Moines Register. The report said that farmers worldwide planted 11 percent more acreage with biotech seeds in 2000 than in 1999. The percentage increase was significantly lower than the triple-digit gains of the mid-1990s when biotech crops were first commercialized, but growth rates in some lesser developed countries were up sharply in 2000. Argentina, second only to the United States in biotech acreage, posted a 49 percent increase, while China had a 66 percent gain. Argentina added acreage in transgenic soybeans, corn and cotton, while China added cotton acres. Story at http://desmoinesregister.com/news/stories/c4789013/16885943.html
Ag Biotech Initiatives in State Legislatures

On Jan. 10, the Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology issued an online report, “State Legislative Activity in 2001 Related to Agricultural Biotechnology.” The report notes that while the regulation of biotech food has not been a major focus to date for federal lawmakers in the 107th Congress, state legislatures have been active in considering a variety of laws relating to agricultural biotechnology. In 2001, 130 pieces of legislation (112 bills and 18 resolutions) were introduced in 36 states with 16 legislative items being introduced in New York alone. Thirty-seven of the 130 pieces of legislation sought to increase penalties for those who damage or destroy agricultural facilities or products, including biotech crops. The remaining 93 pieces of legislation centered around issues ranging from the regulation of biotech crops, including bans or moratoriums on their use, to studying the impact and safety of agricultural biotechnology. Report at http://pewagbiotech.org/resources/factsheets/bills/factsheet.php3  A searchable listing of specific bills introduced and not passed and those that were enacted into law at http://pewagbiotech.org/resources/factsheets/bills/
China Issues Biotech Food Rules
China’s Ministry of Agriculture issued details on implementation of its controversial rules on biotech foods, effective as of March 20, 2002, according to a Jan. 6 Reuters article. The ministry said in the China Farmer's Daily on Jan. 7 that overseas firms that export biotech products to China must obtain safety certificates from the ministry certifying the goods are harmless to humans, animals and the environment. The certificates must be ready before a contract is signed. All imported biotech soybeans, corn, rapeseed, cottonseed and tomatoes must be clearly labeled as biotech products, it said. Beijing first announced these rules on June 6, requiring government approval for all production, sale and import of biotech foods, but it failed to issue clear details on implementation. Confusion over the rules brought new orders of U.S cargoes of soybeans―70 percent of which are biotech―to a virtual halt as buyers worried cargoes might not pass the strict regulations. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/nm/20020110/sc/food_gm_dc_1.html
Biotech Bollworm Under Study by USDA-APHIS
The Jan. 11 Associated Press reported that the government will allow the first field tests of a biotech insect, a moth that contains a jellyfish gene. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) concluded that the tests, which are to be conducted at an agency facility in Arizona, would not pose a risk to the environment. APHIS regulates field trials of biotech plants and insects and in this case, its own scientists are also running the experiments. The pink bollworm moth contains a jellyfish gene that gives the moth’s larvae fluorescence, allowing them to be tracked. If this experiment is successful, the next step is to test a sterile moth that will mate with wild relatives and eliminate their offspring. The pink bollworm is a major pest for cotton farmers in the Southwest. Moths with the jellyfish gene will be set free under screened cages in a government-owned cotton field and studied to determine if they have show any unusual behavior. In a report, APHIS said there was an “exceedingly low” chance of any unanticipated genetic change in the moth. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20020111/sc/biotech_insect_1.html  
CIMMYT Challenges Nature Report on Transgenic Corn in Mexico
The International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT) [Centro Internacional de Mejoramiento de Maíz y Trigo] in a Dec. 14 news release stated that it completed screening an additional 15 Mexican maize landraces from its maize gene bank and determined that none of them carried the common promoter associated with the presence of a transgene. In October 2001, a screening of 28 landraces from the gene bank also failed to indicate the presence of the promoter. In addition, CIMMYT tested seeds from 42 Oaxacan landraces that were collected in 2000 for a study on gene flow. Again, it was determined that the promoter was not present in any of the samples. If the promoter had been found, it would have indicated that a transgenic maize plant had crossed with a conventional maize variety at some point in the landrace’s ancestry. The screening work at CIMMYT was initiated in response to published reports that transgenic corn had been found growing in the Mexican states of Oaxaca and Puebla (Sept. 27 and Nov. 29, 2001 issues of Nature). To date, all screenings of Mexican maize landraces and varieties at CIMMYT have failed to show the presence of either the promoter or a transgene. CIMMYT news release at http://www.cimmyt.org/whatiscimmyt/further_test.htm  

APHIS Notes Environmental Safety of Biotech Bollworm
In the Jan. 11 Federal Register, APHIS published a notice about its environmental assessment of the pink bollworm expressing green fluorescence as a marker. The assessment provides a basis for APHIS’ conclusion that the “confined field testing of the genetically engineered pink bollworm will not present a risk of introducing or disseminating a plant pest and will not have a significant impact on the quality of the human environment.” Based on its finding of no significant impact, APHIS has determined that an environmental impact statement need not be prepared for this field test. Federal Register notice at http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=fr11ja02-20
USDA-APHIS Reopens Comment Period on Plant Pest Regulations

USDA-APHIS reopened the comment period on Jan. 7 to Feb. 6 on the agency’s Oct. 9 proposed rule on revising regulations for the movement of plant pests. The rule seeks to add risk-based criteria for determining the pest status of organisms, establishing a notification process that could be used as an alternative to the current permitting system, providing for the environmental release of organisms for the biological control of weeds, and updating the text of the subpart. APHIS Jan. 7 Federal Register notice at

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-263-filed
Some Biotech Foods in Ireland Have Misleading Labels

Several biotech food products in Ireland contain misleading biotech-free claims, according to a Jan. 3 news release from the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI). The “Survey of Foodstuffs for the Presence of Genetically Modified (GM) Soy” was undertaken by the FSAI to determine the level of biotech content in dried soy products, soy substitutes for dairy products, and soy infant formulae to ensure that industry is adhering to European Union (EU) food labeling regulations. The survey revealed that though 18 of the 37 samples tested positive for biotech ingredients, all were under the threshold of 1% that requires mandatory labeling and those identified were derived from an EU-authorized biotech soybean. EU regulations require food containing biotech ingredients above the 1% threshold to have clear labeling to indicate so. Six of the 18 samples that tested positive for biotech ingredients were mislabeled; five indicated they contained no biotech ingredients and one was labeled as organic. Under current EU legislation, food labeled as organic or GM-free must not contain any biotech ingredients. This survey and others planned for the future are part of the FSAI’s duty to ensure that only EU- licensed biotech foods are available in Ireland and that such foods are labeled properly. FSAI news release and survey results at http://www.fsai.ie/pressreleases_index.htm
Reports on Agricultural and Environmental Biotechnology Developments 
The January 2002 issue of the Information Systems for Biotechnology News Report from Virginia Tech includes articles entitled “2001 World Review of Agbiotechnology;” “The Future of Transgenic Plants;” “End of the Year Brings Good Tidings for Plant Utility Patents;” and “Battles and Skirmishes in the Biotech Patent Arena.” Articles at http://www.isb.vt.edu/news/2002/jan02.pdf 

Harvest on the Horizon

The use and regulation of ag biotech products is currently a topic on WTOP-FM radio in Washington, D.C. A series of radio reports, entitled “Harvest on the Horizon,” are being sponsored by the Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology, which is assisting the radio station with content. “Scientists have figured out that biological scissors that they call restriction enzymes can snip out specific genes from a strand of DNA,” WTOP noted. “Isolated genes can be inserted into circular pieces of DNA called plasmids where they rapidly reproduce. Similar methods, and there are several of them, are used to insert these genes into other strands of DNA.” WTOP information on reports at http://www.wtop.com/station_pages/harvestonthehorizon.jhtml



AGRO-TERRORISM  
ASTA Working with USPS on Future Mail Security Plans
ASTA issued an update on Jan. 8 on the U.S. Postal Service’s (USPS’s) planned use of irradiation on the mail. It said the only mail which has been or will be irradiated is mail that was in the Postal Service’s Brentwood and Trenton facilities at the time they were closed and mail headed to zip codes 202xx, 203xx, 204xx, and 205xx in Washington, D,C. (Examples would include the zip codes for the U.S. House of Representatives which is 20515, the U.S. Senate at 20510, the White House at 20500, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture at 20250.) The USPS added that it has no new plans to irradiate any other mail, unless a new bio-terrorism threat is discovered in the mail. ASTA has joined the Mailers’ Technical Advisory Committee, a group of trade associations organized to assess, monitor and develop policies with the USPS that take into account their unique concerns. Update at http://www.amseed.com/govt.asp
Irradiated Package Sickens at Least 11 Workers
The Jan. 11 Associated Press reported that a package that was irradiated by the USPS to safeguard against anthrax gave off a noxious gas when it was opened at the U.S. Department of Commerce, sickening at least 11 workers. The workers complained of nausea, breathing problems and throat irritation, and two were admitted to a hospital. Story at http://www.nytimes.com/2002/01/11/business/11MAIL.html
USDA Gets $367 Million More for Biosecurity
The USDA will receive $367 million in new federal funds to further protect crops and livestock against biological attacks, said a Jan. 10 Reuters article. The money was included in a massive $318 billion defense spending bill recently signed into law by President Bush. The additional USDA funds include $105 million to bolster APHIS’ detection and monitoring of pests and diseases; $80 million to upgrade USDA facilities and security; $50 million for a National Animal Disease Laboratory; and funding for other USDA-run labs. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20020110/hl/usda_1.html Jan. 10 USDA news release at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/01/0006.htm
FDA Advises Food Background Checks
The Jan. 9 Associated Press reported that criminal background checks on workers hired by farms and food companies are among Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recommendations to protect the nation’s food supply from terrorists. In a series of voluntary guidelines, the FDA advised in the Jan. 9 Federal Register safeguarding water supplies and restaurants to monitor salad bars. Companies also should watch for employees who stay at work after their shifts end and should restrict access to computer control systems, laboratories, and sensitive areas of processing plants. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20020109/us/attacks_food_3.html  FDA guidance documents, “Food Producers, Processors, Transporters and Retailers: Food Security Preventive Measures Guidance” and “Importers and Filers: Food Security Preventive Measures Guidance” at http://www.fda.gov/OHRMS/DOCKETS/98fr/01d_0583_gdl0001.pdf and http://www.fda.gov/OHRMS/DOCKETS/98fr/01d_0583_gdl0002.pdf, respectively.  
Jan. 9 Federal Register notices accessible at http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/secguid.html and http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/secguid2.html
FARM POLICY  


USDA Predicts Drop in Farm Incomes Without Government Subsidies
The Jan. 10 Associated Press reported that the USDA said that farm earnings will drop nearly 20 percent this year without a boost in government payments to grain and cotton operations. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/ap/20020110/us/farm_economy_1.html
USDA May Cut Soybean Subsidies
The USDA is deciding whether to make a cut in the subsidy rate for soybeans that could anger farmers but save taxpayers as much as $1 billion or more, according to the Jan. 3 Associated Press. Government studies say that the subsidy rate for soybeans is too high relative to other crops and encourages farmers to grow too much soy. Last year, farmers harvested 74 million acres of soybeans, 11 million more than in 1996, when the subsidy rate was raised to $5.26 per bushel. It has not been changed since. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20020103/bs/soy_subsidies_2.html
USDA to Set Crop Loan Rates Regardless of Farm Bill Status

The Jan. 14 issue of SeedWeek noted that the USDA said it will wait for final Congressional action on the Farm Bill before determining annual loan rates for 2002 crops. If it appears that Congress will not complete a farm bill in time for this year’s crops, then the USDA will act on its own. Related story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20020106/pl/food_farmers_dc_2.html
INDUSTRY NEWS 

Canadian Organic Farmers to Sue Monsanto over Biotech Crops
A group of Canadian organic farmers plan to launch a lawsuit against Monsanto Co. and Aventis SA to seek compensation for losses caused by pollen drift from biotech canola in their fields, said a Jan. 10 Reuters article. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/020110/n10279528_1.html
Ex-Greenpeace Head to Consult for Monsanto PR Firm
A Jan. 8 Reuters article reported that Lord Melchett, former head of environmental group Greenpeace, will join Burson-Marsteller’s Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) unit as a consultant on environmental issues. Monsanto is among Burson’s clients. Eton-educated Melchett, who once led Greenpeace’s campaign to stamp out biotech crops, will advise Burson on this issue. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/020108/l08216856_1.html
All Rows Lead to Chicago for FIS Congress in May 2002
The International Seed Trade Federation (FIS) and International Association of Plant Breeders (ASSINSEL) will host their 53rd World Seed Congress in the Midwestern city of Chicago, Illinois, USA, May 26-30, 2002. The conference theme, “All Rows Lead to Chicago,” reflects the global impact of the seed industry. This congress will be the first held in the United States in 16 years. More information at http://www.amseed.com/newsDetail.asp?id=49
ASTA Management Academy Slated for 2002
The 2002 ASTA Management Academy will be March 4-8 at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Ind. It focuses on the practical application of general management concepts that are critical to the long-term success of seed companies. Core management courses in finance, marketing, human resource management, and strategy are blended with Special Issue Seminars that address specific, current industry challenges. For more information, go to http://www.agecon.purdue.edu/cab/programs/asta/index.htm
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

China Ag Policy to Focus on Demand for High Quality Food 
In a Jan. 3 news release, the USDA said it expects China’s imports of wheat, soybeans, vegetable oils, and cotton to rise in the years after accession to the WTO to cause changes in China?s grain industry because ofas new pressures from external competition and internal shifts in consumer preferences reshape the industry. A new report from the USDA’s Economic Research Service, “China: Agriculture in Transition,” focuses on the long-term expectations for China’s agriculture in the face of continued growth and trade. The report says that China’s demand for soybeans to feed its emerging livestock and edible oils industries will continue to grow. Soybean imports are expected to top a record 13.2 million tons in 2000-01. Release at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/01/0002.htm

Canada Launches Identity Preservation Standard for Soybeans
According to the Jan. 14 issue of SeedWeek, Canada recently launched national identity preservation guidelines for soybean for all stages of production from growing to processing. The Canadian Grain Commission will be the third-party certifying body for the new guidelines, which were developed by the Canadian Soybean Export Association. 


Pakistani Seed Sector to be Privatized

The Pakistani government is considering decentralizing its public seed sector to encourage multinational companies to start the production of hybrid and synthetic seeds within its borders, according to the Jan. 1 issue of SeedWeek. Lack of quality seed is a major roadblock for the Pakistani vegetable production system. 
First U.S. Grain Export to Cuba in 40 Years
The Jan. 9 Associated Press reported that 30,000 metric tons of wheat was shipped to Cuba from the United States for the first time in 40 years. The ship also carried the economic hopes of farmers and lawmakers in potentially creating a new market. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/apf/020109/wheat_cuba_1.html

World Intellectual Property Organization Meeting Minutes Online

Reports are available online from the December 2001 meeting of the World Intellectual Property Organization’s (WIPO) intergovernmental committee on intellectual property and genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore. Word report at http://www.wipo.int/eng/meetings/2001/igc/doc/grtkfic2_16p.doc PDF report at http://www.wipo.int/eng/meetings/2001/igc/pdf/grtkfic2_16p.pdf


OTHER
Science Publishes How Cellulose is Produced in Plants

Researchers at the University of California at Davis published a paper in the Jan. 4 issue of Science that “shows how plant cells spin cotton,” according to a Jan. 3 university news release. Sitosterol, a fatty substance similar to cholesterol, combines with glucose to form a “primer” that gets the process started, according to researchers. They have identified a family of enzymes that can add new glucose blocks to existing chains of cellulose. In some plants, such as cotton, extra cellulose provides the strength and other properties that make cotton fibers so valuable to the textile industry. News release at http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2002-01/uoc--ssh010302.php   Science magazine abstract at http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/abstract/295/5552/147?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&author1=Delmer%2C+D&searchid=1010153260441_14151&stored_search=&FIRSTINDEX=0&fdate=12/1/2001&tdate=1/31/2002 

Environmentally Protected Land in North America Tripled
The Jan. 7 Associated Press reported that land in North America protected from development tripled in the past three decades, yet pollution, hunting, and loss of habitat still threaten at least 235 plants and animals, according to a study by the United States, Canada and Mexico. Since 1970, acreage off-limits to development rose from 247 million to 741 million, about 15 percent of the continent’s land surface. Creation of new wilderness areas account for the increase, including the doubling of U.S. areas with the enactment of the Alaska National Interest Lands Act,  addition of 19 new biosphere reserves in Mexico, and tripling of protected sites in Canada. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20020107/pl/continent_environment_1.html
###
Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 850 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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