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Canadian Court Rules Against Canola Farmer

Percy Schmeiser, Canadian canola farmer and international opponent of biotechnology lost another round in court.  A panel of three federal court judges recently dismissed an appeal against an earlier conviction for knowingly planting patent-protected genetically enhanced canola on his farm.  



For more information:  www.checkbiotech.org
South Africa Offers to Mill Food 

South Africa has offered to mill 600,000 tones of genetically modified grains sitting at its ports while hunger-stricken counties in the region decide whether or not to accept the gene-altered foods.  The United Nations estimates 14.4 million people from Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Lesotho and Swaziland are facing severe food shortages.  Of these, only Zambia has out rightly rejected food aid.  



For more information:  www.checkbiotech.org
Candidate Favors GM-Free Brazil

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva is the Workers’ Party candidate for president.  He favors policies that would establish Brazil as a “GM Free” country.  Brazil’s elections are scheduled later this month.  Current polls put Lula ahead of other candidates.

University of Georgia Scientist Develops 

System for Removing Arsenic From Soil

The new system could have a major impact on arsenic pollution, which is a dramatic and growing threat to the environment and to human and animal health worldwide.  Scientists insert two genes from the common bacterium Escherichia coli that allow a member of the mustard family called Arabidoposis to tolerate arsenic, which is usually lethal to plants.  Arabidopsis can then remove arsenic from the soil and transport it to the plant’s leaves in a form which is far less biologically available in the environment.



For more information:
 www.checkbiotech.org
ASTA Supports Efforts to Resolve
West Coast Port Closures

ASTA has joined a number of agricultural groups in asking the President to intervene in the International Longshore and Warehouse Union and Pacific Maritime Association bargaining dispute.  



For more information:
 www.agriculture.com
U.S. and Mexican Research Agencies

Formalize Research Partnership

U.S. and Mexican scientists have signed a memoranda of understanding (MOU) to formalize their partnership in solving agricultural problems through research and education.  The agreements were signed by officials from the Agricultural Research Service and the National Research Institute of Forestry, Agriculture and Animal Husbandry.  Biotechnology, phyto-sanitary issues, food safety and plant and animal health issues will be addressed.
Ag Secretary and U.S. Trade Representative

Meet With Mexican Counterparts

Agriculture Secretary Veneman and U.S. Trade Representative Zoellick have announced that officials from the United States and Mexico have held the first meeting of a bilateral forum designed to aid in agricultural trade disputes.  Since the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) was approved in 1993, two-trade between Mexico and the United States has grown to nearly $13 billion.  Today, Mexico is the third largest market for U.S. agricultural products, accounting for nearly 14 percent of total U.S. agricultural exports.  The United States is the most important market for Mexican agricultural exports.



For more information:
 www.usda.gov
ASTA Testifies at Invasive Species Hearing

House Agriculture Subcommittee Chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-VA) convened a hearing October 2  with scientists and representatives from the federal and state agencies to discuss issues concerning species that are invasive, harmful and alien to the United States.  ASTA CEO Dick Crowder presented a seed perspective.

Crowder’s testimony outlined ASTA ongoing efforts to monitor and influence invasive species policies and programs at the state and federal levels.  



For more information:
 www.agriculture.house.gov/press 

USDA Proposes Fee Increase for PVP Certificates
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is proposing to increase the Plant Variety Protection Office’s (PVPO) fees for Plant Variety Protection Certificates.  Current fees have been in effect since 2000.  The proposal will raise the application fee from $320 to $432, the search fee from $2,385 to $3,220.  

Soybean Disease Biotechnology Created

The University of Illinois recently set up a new Soybean Disease Biotechnology Center at the National Soybean Research Laboratory to address the challenging of identifying and creating new sources of soybean disease tolerance and resistance.  Soybean cyst nematode is a major disease that will be researched.



For more information:
 www.agriculture.com
