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BIOTECHNOLOGY

EPA Approves Bt Corn for Seven More Years

The Environmental Protection Agency announced on Oct. 16 that corn genetically modified with Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) has been approved for an additional seven years, based upon a comprehensive scientific review. Scientific studies and a history of successful use have demonstrated that Bt is not toxic to humans or other animals. EPA news release at http://yosemite1.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/b1ab9f485b098972852562e7004dc686?OpenView&Start=1&Count=30&Expand=1#1 

Details about EPA’s decision at http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/biopesticides
EC Official Discusses European Approach to Food Safety and Ag Biotech 

On Oct. 9, David Byrne, European Commissioner for Health and Consumer Protection, gave a presentation in Washington, DC, entitled “A European Approach to Food Safety and GMOs.” Byrne noted, “Unless we can give European consumers confidence in this new technology, then GM is dead in Europe … unless we put in tough, but fair, laws … [that] will provide a strong reassurance to consumers that only products that have been thoroughly assessed for safety will be put on the market.” His talk is available online at http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/health_consumer/library/speeches/speech124_en.pdf Related Oct. 9 Reuters story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/011009/n09340386_1.html
Plant Health Scientists Issue Statement in Support of Biotechnology

The American Phytopathological Society (APS), the world’s largest organization of plant health scientists, issued on Oct. 12 a formal statement in support of biotechnology. Citing enormous potential benefits to humanity, while advocating responsible and science-based oversight and regulation, APS members hope to note the importance of biotechnology in their work. Statement at http://www.apsnet.org/media/press/biotech2.asp
Harvest on the Horizon: Future Uses of Agricultural Biotechnology 
The Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology issued this report in September 2001. It is “intended to enrich both the knowledge and dialogue surrounding agricultural biotechnology by profiling some of the genetically engineered products being developed by industry and university scientists. The report reviews some of the current research on large-scale crops like corn and soybeans, but it also outlines ongoing research on a much broader range of plants, trees, grasses, animals, insects and fish. While not a comprehensive inventory, ‘Harvest on the Horizon’ reveals the breadth and scope of current research activities and gives a snapshot of how industry and university researchers are thinking about potential future agricultural biotechnology products.” The 105-page report and executive summary are at http://pewagbiotech.org/research/harvest/
CAST Scientists Evaluate U.S. Biotechnology Regulatory Process 

On Oct. 11, the Council for Agricultural Science and Technology (CAST) issued a new paper, "Evaluation of the U.S. Regulatory Process for Crops Developed through Biotechnology.” It urges the government to increase public access to how regulators make decisions about products of modern biotechnology and includes recommendations for policy and research in agricultural biotechnology. Paper at http://www.cast-science.org/castpubs.htm#ip19
Top Biotech Experts Fill American Medical Association Briefing

At an Oct. 4 media briefing in New York City sponsored by the American Medical Association, top ag biotech experts discussed various aspects of food biotechnology, including ways it can be used to provide better nutrition, administer vaccines, reduce the allergenic potential of foods, create high-yield crops for farmers in developing nations and remove anti-nutrients from foods. Presenters included Martina McGloughlin, Ph.D.; Steve L. Taylor, Ph.D.; Alexander V. Karasev, Ph.D.; Alice C.L. Churchill, Ph.D.; C.S. Prakash, Ph.D; and Leonard Gianessi. Individual presentations are available online at  http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/article/4197-5322.html
AGRICULTURAL BIOTERRORISM 
Nearly $2 Million Given to States for Emergency Animal Disease Preparation
In an Oct.11 news release, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman announced the distribution of $1.8 million in grants to 32 states to bolster emergency animal disease prevention, preparedness, response, and recovery systems. She also called for the   establishment of a Permanent Agriculture Infrastructure Fund to protect agriculture from potential threats from diseases such as Hoof and Mouth. USDA news release at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2001/10/0195.doc
GAO Issues Report on Food Safety and Security in the United States

On Oct. 10, the U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO) released a statement presented that day by Robert Robinson, managing director, GAO Natural Resources and Environment Issues to the Subcommittee on Oversight of Government Management, Restructuring, and the District of Columbia, Senate Committee on Governmental Affairs. The report (number 02-47T), “Food Safety and Security: Fundamental Changes Needed to Ensure Safe Food,” is online at http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-02-47T

Agriculture Officials Fear for Supply 
The Oct. 15 Associated Press reported that “at a time when security is being intensified at airports, power plants and stadiums, agriculture officials say farms and the food supply remain among the nation’s most exposed targets. And agroterrorism―attacks on the food supply or turning agricultural materials into weapons―is nearly impossible to guard against, they warn. Fertilizers can be used to produce powerful bombs, pesticides can become chemical weapons and just a tiny amount of deadly bacteria can taint the food supply for thousands of people.” Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011015/us/attacks_agroterrorism_1.html

Fertilizer Makers Consider New Rules
The Oct. 15 Associated Press reported that “common fertilizer can be used to make an inexpensive, powerful bomb, and you don’t need a license or even personal identification to buy it. But in the wake of the terrorist attacks, fertilizer companies are taking a second look at proposals to control the sale of ammonium nitrate.” Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011015/us/attacks_fertilizer_4.html

House Hears Appeal to Protect Water
Worries about terrorist attacks against the nation’s reservoirs, dams and power and chemical plants have government and industry clamoring for billions of dollars in new aid from Congress, noted the Oct. 10 Associated Press. Lawmakers were told that the FBI has found no credible threats to any of those facilities. But the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies, whose members supply water for about 160 million people, told the House Transportation and Infrastructure subcommittee on water resources and environment that Congress should spend up to $5 billion to protect drinking water and wastewater plants. They also advised giving the Environmental Protection Agency $155 million more―a 62-fold increase―for security planning. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011010/us/attacks_water_supplies_5.html

Bill Seeks Safeguards from Food-Based Attacks
According to an Oct. 10 Reuters article, a group of House Democrats has introduced legislation granting federal officials broad new authority to inspect food and close American ports in an attempt to reduce the likelihood that intentionally contaminated food will enter the country. Their bill gives the Secretary of Health and Human Services the authority to recall and ban contaminated imports, and also to ban shipment of fruits and vegetables from any country suspected of supporting or harboring terrorists.  Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/nm/20011010/hl/food_2.html 
Senator Calls for Legislation to Prevent Agroterrorism in United States

U.S. Senator Pat Roberts outlined plans to introduce a bill in response to threats of terrorism against America’s agriculture industry. “Our nation’s crops and livestock are now at very high risk,” Roberts said in an Oct. 12 news release. “We must move quickly to prevent attacks on grain and livestock production and we must begin a massive research effort to develop vaccines and antidotes to halt diseases that could damage our food supply in the future.” Roberts’ legislation calls for spending of about $1.1 billion next year and about $271,000 million in each of the next 10 years in a crash program. News release at http://www.senate.gov/~roberts/10-12-01.htm

GAO Says Food Supply Vulnerable to Attack
The nation’s food supply is vulnerable to terrorist attack because of the government’s fragmented inspection system, reported the Oct. 11 Associated Press. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011011/us/attacks_food_safety_1.html
Global Trade Affected by Terrorism
The Oct. 14 issue of BusinessWeek noted, “Does the fight against global terrorism threaten global trade? Unfortunately, it does. Countries everywhere are tightening their border controls on the movement of goods, capital, and people … The U.S. government, a bastion of laissez-faire economics in the global economy, is talking less about open borders and free-flowing capital and more about fiscal activism and regulatory initiatives. And protests against globalization, mute in the immediate aftermath of the terrorist strikes against America, are starting to pick up again … [But] terrorism should not be allowed to menace globalization.” Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/bizwk/011014/4amkhruzq72peflrcycv1g_1.html
FARM POLICY
Congress Favors Bipartisan Trade Promotion Authority Act of 2001 
On Oct. 11, Congressman Bill Thomas (R-CA), Chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, announced that on Oct. 9, the Committee favorably supported H.R. 3005, the “Bipartisan Trade Promotion Authority Act of 2001,” as amended by a vote of 26-13. In addition, on Oct. 5, the Committee favorably supported H.R. 3008, a bill to reauthorize the trade adjustment assistance program under the Trade Act of 1974, through Sept. 30, 2003, without amendment as well as H.R. 3009, the “Andean Trade Promotion and Drug Eradication Act” as amended, and H.R. 3010, a bill to amend the Trade Act of 1974 to extend the Generalized System of Preferences until Dec. 31, 2002, without amendment by voice vote. More information at http://waysandmeans.house.gov/fullcomm/107cong/fc-12act.htm
House Approves Bush Authority to Negotiate New Trade Pacts

An Oct. 11 Reuters article provided highlights of the House Ways and Means Committee proposal to give President George Bush the authority to negotiate broad new trade pacts, setting the stage for a divisive debate in the House. The White House has not had “trade promotion authority,” also known as fast-track legislation, since 1994. Reuters fact box at http://www.planetark.org/avantgo/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=12764 

Veneman Notes Farm Bill Going Forward
The Oct. 11 Associated Press reported that Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman conceded that Congress will override Bush administration objections with major revisions in farm policy and promised to work with the Senate in writing the legislation. The House approved legislation last week to extend farm and conservation assistance programs at a cost of $170 billion over the next 10 years. The administration had appealed to House leaders to delay work on the bill, saying it was too soon after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks to commit that much money to farm subsidies. But authors of the House bill said the administration intervened too late and provided no alternative proposals. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011011/pl/congress_farmers_31.html
Senate Outlines Objectives for New Farm Bill 
The Senate outlined eight key objectives for the new Farm Bill, including 1) improving farm income opportunities, 2) promoting conservation on agricultural and forest lands, 3) fostering economic growth, 4) creating jobs and quality of life in rural communities, 5) promoting the development, production and use of farm-based renewable energy and industrial raw materials, 5) strengthening the foundation of the U.S. food, agriculture and forestry sectors, 6) improving assistance to fight hunger in the United States and abroad, 7) expanding trade opportunities for U.S. farmers and exporters, and 8) improving the availability of credit to agricultural producers. Objectives are described at http://agriculture.senate.gov/Briefs/01925b.htm

U.S. Urges China to Resume Soybean Trade
The Oct. 11 Associated Press reported that David Hegwood, a top USDA lawyer, demanded that Beijing lift quarantine restrictions on U.S. soybeans that threaten more than $1 billion in annual exports to China. The United States is China’s main supplier of soybeans. But none of its soybeans have been shipped to China since June due to uncertainty over new Chinese inspection and quarantine rules and an as-yet undisclosed new law on genetically enhanced foods. Hegwood said Chinese officials denied U.S. allegations that the measures are protectionist and offered no clarification or rationale for the rules. He noted that China’s measures violate World Trade Organization rules. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011011/bs/soybean_dispute_1.html
INDUSTRY NEWS
ASTA Seeks Vice President of Science and Technology

ASTA is calling for applicants for a new senior position at its Alexandria, Va. office. The “individual will be responsible for development of strategies and consensus building within the seed industry for key science and technology issues. The application deadline is Nov. 4, 2001. Job description and contact information at http://www.amseed.com/meeting_classifiedadsDetail.asp?id=25 

Delta and Pine Land Expands Cotton Business in China

According to the Oct. 12 issue of SeedWeek, Delta and Pine Land Company announced Oct. 11 that it has signed letters of intent with two parties in China to form new joint ventures in the Hubei and Henan provinces. Henan is the second largest cotton-planting province in China. The company currently has joint ventures in the Hebei and Anhui provinces to distribute transgenic cotton seed. D&PL signed its first joint venture in China in 1995. 

E-vite to ASTA’s 2002 Annual Convention

For those who could not open the recently e-mailed .exe file, ASTA’s e-vite may be viewed on its web site at http://www.amseed.com/mtgAnnualConvention.asp 
OTHER
USDA Research Center Twisted by Tornado 
The Oct. 11 Washington Post reported that the U.S. Agriculture Department's premier research center in Beltsville, Md., is still reeling from the damage of a tornado that struck Sept. 24, with cost estimates ranging from $30 million to more than $40 million. That includes $3 million for lost lab equipment, chemicals and vehicles. Story at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A37860-2001Oct10.html
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