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BIOTECHNOLOGY

Safety of Biotech Crops Confirmed in New European Commission Report 
Released on Oct. 9, the report summarizes the results of 81 biosafety research projects that the European Union has supported for more than 15 years. The projects received total EU funding of € 70 million and involved over 400 scientific teams from all parts of Europe. “Research on GM plants and derived products so far developed and marketed, following usual risk assessment procedures, has not shown any new risks to human health or the environment, beyond the usual uncertainties of conventional plant breeding,” the report states. “Indeed, the use of more precise technology and the greater regulatory scrutiny probably make them even safer than conventional plants and foods. If there are unforeseen environmental effects - none have appeared as yet - these should be rapidly detected by existing monitoring systems ... The good news that no significant problems have been encountered does, however, not always reach the public and political debate.” More information at http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/quality-of-life/gmo/index.html  Oct. 9 European Commission news release at 
rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/01/1391|0|RAPID&lg=EN" 

http://europa.eu.int/

rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/01/1391|0|RAPID&lg=EN
  Related Associated Press story “EU Says Biotech Foods May Be Safer” at http://wire.ap.org/?FRONTID=HOME&SITE=DCTMS&enter=Go
Effects of Proposed EU Food Safety Rules on U.S. Exporters 

The October 2001 USDA Foreign Agricultural Service report includes the article “Proposed EU Food Safety Regulations: What It Means for U.S. Exports.” It notes that “imported foods could face increased scrutiny in the European Union if the regulation is approved by member states.” Story at http://www.fas.usda.gov/info/agexporter/2001/oct/Oct01.html
Bt Cotton Use Reauthorized for Five Years
According to an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Oct. 2 Note to Correspondents, “Following a comprehensive and exhaustive review, the conditional registration of cotton containing a gene from … Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) has been extended for five years, but with some limitations. After a thorough review process, EPA determined that there is reasonable certainty that Bt cotton will not pose unreasonable risks to human health or to the environment. In order to reduce the possibility of insects developing resistance to Bt, the amended registration requires that some acres be set aside where non-Bt cotton will be grown to serve as a ‘refuge’… Other provisions to maximize protection of the public and environment include an EPA requirement that the company developing this product, Monsanto, will conduct monitoring of any potential impacts from its continued use. The registrant must also educate growers about the best methods of planting Bt cotton to minimize any potential development of insect resistance or gene transfer to other plants.” Detailed information on EPA’s decision at http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/biopesticides  EPA Note to Correspondents at http://yosemite1.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/b1ab9f485b098972852562e7004dc686?OpenView&Start=1&Count=30&Expand=1#1
Prevention of Pollen Flow from Biotech Varieties of Alfalfa, October 2001 issue of Agricultural Research
The USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS) is conducting research intended to help prevent the accidental dispersion of pollen from genetically enhanced alfalfa plants to non-biotech plants. On Oct. 4, ARS issued a news release, “Risk Assessment for Biotech Alfalfa,” stating: “In the future, alfalfa growers will have new biotech alfalfa varieties to choose from. New information and recommendations to growers from an ARS study can help prevent accidental dispersion of biotech pollen to volunteer alfalfa plants. Pollen can carry genetically engineered genes to wild alfalfa plants that just appear in or near a field of planted crops or into a related species.” Agricultural Research magazine story at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/AR/archive/oct01/pollen1001.htm

ARS news release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2001/011004.htm

Health and Safety Comparison of Organic, Conventional and Genetically Engineered Food and Feed Products, Oct. 2 New Zealand Herald
InterNutrition, the Swiss Association for Research and Nutrition, issued a report on the health-relevant and environmental aspects of organic, conventional and modern biotech farming systems. The most important findings of the study are that “from a scientific viewpoint, organic foods are neither healthier nor safer than conventional or genetically modified products. Some studies show that organic foods may contain more fungal toxins than foods produced by conventional methods. Transgenic Bt maize varieties, on the other hand, occasionally exhibit noticeably smaller quantities of mycotoxins in the kernels than conventional varieties do. In terms of nutritional composition and the effects on animal feeding, there are no significant differences between conventional and genetically modified feeds. Meat, milk and eggs from animals given GM feeds are just as harmless for human consumption as if they had come from animals fed on conventional feeds … The field studies carried out so far with transgenic, pest-resistant crops do not confirm the environmental risks predicted by critics … The savings achieved so far in pesticide use and the improvements in ground flora and fauna can be ranked alongside the efforts of integrated production and organic farming on behalf of a more sustainable agriculture.” Story at http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?thesection=business&thesubsection=&storyID=219787 

InterNutrition report at http://www.internutrition.ch/in news/mediainfo/index_f.html

New Golden-Nematode-Resistant Potato Introduced
According to an Oct. 10 USDA-ARS news release, this new potato “is an important development because of the pest’s threat to the U.S. potato industry … The golden nematode, Globodera rostochensis, is known to occur in several countries, especially in cooler areas of subtropical and tropical regions, as well as in temperate regions of the world. When uncontrolled, it can reduce potato yields by 80 percent. Currently, this tiny worm attacks the U.S. potato crop only in New York State.” The nematode-resistant potato is named “Eva.” ARS release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2001/011010.htm
One Year After StarLink, New Harvest Brings Hope: Major Export Market Shows Interest, But Fears Remain, Oct. 7 Des Moines Register 
Story at http://desmoinesregister.com/news/stories/c4789013/16105047.html
India Plans to Regulate GM Farm Imports, Sept. 25 Reuters News Service
India plans to regulate imports of biotech agricultural products due to concerns about their effects on health and the environment, a top government official said.

CAST Issues Report on Regulatory Process for Biotech Crops 
The Council for Agricultural Science and Technology issued on Sept. 21 the report “Evaluation of the U.S. Regulatory Process for Crops Developed through Biotechnology.” It is online at http://www.cast-science.org/pubs/cropsreg.doc 
Japan Issues Ag Biotech Food Labeling Standards 

On Sept. 24, the USDA Foreign Agriculture Service issued the attaché report “Japan: MAFF's Biotech Food Labeling Standards,” which states: “During September 2001, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) announced a revised labeling proposal that requires high oleic acid soybean oil made from high oleic acid GM soybeans be labeled as ‘GM high oleic soybean oil.’ Back in November 1999, MAFF released its original biotech food labeling proposal for public comment. Subsequently, MAFF implemented mandatory biotech labeling of 24 foods made from corn and soybeans beginning April 1, 2001.” Attaché report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=130681981

German Legislature Issues Policy Document on Ag Biotech 

The German document, issued on Sept. 21, concluded that “using genetically modified plants and micro-organisms in food production helps secure food for the world population and protect the natural resources in the sense of sustainable agriculture.” The Commission's report is at http://www.dfg.de/aktuell/publikationen.html 

News release at http://www.dfg.de/english/press/releases/presse_2001_41_eng.html

Marketing of Genetically Engineered Seeds and Crops in United Kingdom  A report on this topic was issued on Sept. 28 by the UK GM Inspectorate, located within the UK Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. News release at http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2001/010928b.htm 

NSF Funding of Ag Biotech Research, Sept. 24 Congressional Greensheets
A House Science subcommittee was expected to examine two bills during a Sept. 25 hearing aimed at “strengthening National Science Foundation support of agricultural biotechnology research.” A bill (HR 2051) introduced by Rep. Nick Smith (R-Mich.) would authorize NSF to make grants to set up regional genome research and development centers, which would conduct plant breeding programs to test new varieties of food crops and crops that could be used as alternative fuels. They also would serve as centers for scientific and safety information on plant genomics. The subcommittee was also to hear testimony on HR 2912, introduced by Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-Texas), that would target the needs of developing countries. It would authorize NSF to establish partnerships between U.S. research organizations and those in developing countries aimed at genome research for developing world crops and work on more pest-resistant strains and technologies to produce pharmaceutical compounds. The bill would authorize funding of $24 million over three years. For a copy of the bills, go to http://thomas.loc.gov and search using these bill numbers.

Arabidopsis Plant Genome Research Funded by NSF
On Oct. 1, the National Science Foundation announced $43.8 million in awards for Arabidopsis plant genome research at http://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/getpub?pr0177
FARM POLICY

House Easily Passes Expanded Farm Bill, Oct. 6 Washington Post
Ignoring the Bush administration’s plea for delay, the House overwhelmingly passed a $168 billion bill (HR 2646) extending federal farm programs over 10 years. A majority of the money is for crop subsidies and other direct payments to farmers and other agricultural businesses. The measure also funds domestic and foreign food assistance, crop insurance, farm credit, rural development, and forestry and environmental programs. The 291 to 120 vote came after the House rejected a proposal that would have shifted about $19 billion away from grain, cotton and soybean farmers to environmental conservation. Passage of the overall $170 billion measure yesterday was a setback for the Bush administration, which questioned the need to rush through a big package of benefits for farmers in the midst of efforts in Congress to grapple with an unprecedented national economic crisis arising from the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Story at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A13844-2001Oct5.html
House Rejects an Effort to Redirect Farm Policy, Oct. 5 New York Times 
The House narrowly defeated an effort to shift billions of dollars to environmental programs today, derailing an effort endorsed by the Bush administration to redirect farm policy away from crop subsidies for big farmers in favor of trade and environmental measures. Story at

http://www.nytimes.com/2001/10/05/national/05FARM.html?searchpv=past7days
White House Urges Lawmakers to Wait on Farm Bill, Oct. 4 Wall Street Journal - The Bush administration said Oct. 3 that while it supports U.S. farmers, it wants to see Congress put off action on the Farm Security Act until at least next year, the Office of Management and Budget said. The OMB said that the current farm bill doesn't expire until September 2002 and therefore, the Farm Security Act, which is expected to cost $70 billion over 10 years, isn’t needed.
House Confronting Partisan Divide on Fast-Track Trade Bill, Oct. 8 Congressional Greensheets Environment and Energy Weekly Bulletin
The House Ways and Means Committee was scheduled on Oct. 9 to consider politically explosive trade legislation that is likely to strain the public display of bipartisanship Congress has maintained since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. The measure would give the president authority to negotiate free trade accords under an expedited procedure in which Congress forgoes its right to make amendments. More information at http://www.greensheets.com
Gain for Trade Bill That Some See as Aid in Terrorism Fight, Oct. 4 New York Times - House lawmakers announced a compromise agreement that would give President Bush the authority to negotiate trade accords with limited Congressional involvement, a tool the Bush administration says will help recruit allies in the fight against terrorism. Story at  http://www.nytimes.com/2001/10/04/business/04TRAD.html
House Approves Farm Bill Despite Lack of White House Support

HR 2646, “The Farm Security Act of 2001,” was approved on Oct. 5 by a vote of 291 to 120. On Oct. 3, the White House issued a statement on the bill, concluding that "the Administration believes it is possible to craft a policy that is better for rural America, better for the environment, and better for expanding markets for our producers than H.R. 2646. Hence, the Administration does not support HR 2646 and urges the House of Representatives to defer action on the bill." But the House leadership ignored the White House views, allowing the bill to come to the House floor for debate and ultimate approval. White House statement at http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/legislative/sap/107-1/HR2646-h.html  Information on Farm Bill at http://agriculture.house.gov/farmbill.htm
Congress Approves Vietnam and Jordan Trade Agreements, Sept. 29 and Oct. 3 Reuters 
The Senate recently approved the Vietnam trade agreement, which will now go to the President for his signature. The agreement was originally developed by the Clinton administration in July 2000. “Our duty and our interests demand that we not allow lingering bitterness to dictate the terms of our relationship with other nations,” said Senator John McCain (R-Ariz). Last week, the Senate approved the free trade agreement with Jordan. The agreement had been stalled by Senator Phil Gramm (R-Texas) because of his objections to labor and environmental language in the agreement. President Bush issued a statement saying the agreement will “promote peace and security in the region, while creating jobs and new investment opportunities in both countries.” Jordan story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20010929/us/attacks_foreign_policy_1.html  Vietnam story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011003/pl/usa_congress_vietnam_dc_3.html
U.S. to Deliver Complaints to China on Farm Trade, Oct. 6 Reuters English News Service - “U.S. officials next week will tell Chinese counterparts of their growing irritation over an interruption in agricultural trade just as the World Trade Organization is preparing to admit China, a USDA official said,” Reuters reported. “Since July, high-ranking Bush administration officials, including Secretary of State Colin Powell and Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman, have been pressing China to clarify rules for restrictions that took effect in June on imported bioengineered foods.”
Secretary of Agriculture Issues Report on Food and Agricultural Policy for New Century - This publication takes a long-term view of the U.S. agriculture and food system and offers constructive ideas to guide efforts to meet future farming needs. Report at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2001/09/0185.htm  
AGRICULTURAL BIOTERRORISM 

EPA Issues Pesticide Safety and Site Security Alert 
EPA’s Office of Pesticide Programs issued this alert to all pesticide industry organizations, facilities, and handlers as a precaution during this heightened state of security awareness. “Chemical Accident Prevention: Site Security” outlines measures to ensure secure and accident-free operations. A more detailed Chemical Safety Alert, published in February 2000, is online at http://www.epa.gov/swercepp/p-small.htm#alerts  EPA Oct. 2 alert is at http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/citizens/pest_secu_alert.htm  For more information, go to http://www.epa.gov/swercepp
GAO Issues Reports on U.S. Preparedness for Bioterrorism
On Sept. 28, the U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO) issued the report “Bioterrorism: Federal Research and Preparedness Activities,” GAO Report Number 01-915. It is online at http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?gao-01-915  On Sept. 20, the GAO issued another report “Combating Terrorism: Selected Challenges and Related Recommendations," GAO Report Number 01-822. This report is online at http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?gao-01-822
U.S. Comptroller General Testifies on Homeland Security
On Sept. 21, the U.S. Comptroller General testified before the Senate Committee on Government Affairs on “Homeland Security: A Framework for Addressing the Nation’s Efforts,” GAO Report Number 01-1158T. His testimony in online at http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?gao-01-1158t

U.S. Bioterrorism Risks Assessed, Sept. 17 Associated Press
The article, “Planning for the Unthinkable: Experts Study the Worst: Terrorists with Biological Weapons,” is at
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/scitech/DailyNews/WTC_bioterror010917.html
CDC Bioterrorism Program in Place
The Centers for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC) has established a bioterrorism program intended “to ensure the rapid development of federal, state, and local capacity to address potential bioterrorism events.” It integrates planning and training to facilitate the development of core competencies and capacities in the primary elements of public health preparedness, including surveillance, epidemiology, rapid laboratory diagnosis, emergency response, and information systems. More information at http://www.bt.cdc.gov
Protection of Drinking Water from Terrorist Attack 
EPA announced on Oct. 5 the establishment of a water protection task force that will be charged with helping federal, state and local partners to expand their tools to safeguard the nation's drinking water supply from terrorist attack. “While EPA already has a strong coordinated partnership program for protecting our drinking water, this task force will have specific duties to expand EPA’s service to the community water systems,” said EPA Administrator Christine Todd Whitman. “The threat of public harm from an attack on our nation’s water supply is small. Our goal here is to ensure that drinking water utilities in every community have access to the best scientific information and technical expertise they need, and to know what immediate steps to take and to whom to turn for help.” EPA news release at http://yosemite1.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/b1ab9f485b098972852562e7004dc686/d2b3ad107912817085256adc0080bf91?OpenDocument

FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICES
USDA-APHIS Calls for Comments on Plant Pest Regulations
The USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) called for comments on a proposed rule in the Oct. 10 Federal Register. “We are proposing to revise our regulations regarding the movement of plant pests by adding risk-based criteria for determining the plant pest status of organisms, establishing a notification process 

that could be used as an alternative to the current permitting system, providing for the environmental release of organisms for the biological control of weeds, and updating the text of the subpart,” APHIS stated. “These proposed changes would clarify the factors that would be considered when assessing the plant pest risks associated with certain organisms, facilitate the importation and interstate movement of regulated 

organisms, and address gaps in the current regulations. All comments must be received by Dec. 10, 2001. Oct. 10 Federal Register notice at http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2001_register&docid=fr09oc01-21

Rate of Hydration of Food Crop Seeds 

USDA seeks public comments by Jan. 3 on the agency’s intent to grant an exclusive license to a USDA-ARS patent “Process for Increasing the Rate of Hydration of Food Crop Seeds” to SunWest Foods, Inc. of Davis, Calif.  It would include all grain applications, but exclude bean applications. Oct. 5 Federal Register notice at http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2001_register&docid=01-25029-filed

INDUSTRY NEWS

Bayer Buys Aventis Crop Science Unit for $6.6 Billion, Oct. 2 CNN
Cable News Network reported that Bayer AG has clinched a deal to buy Aventis CropScience for a price of $6.63 billion, including $2 billion in debt. The deal will have to jump through numerous anti-trust hoops around the world. This is expected to delay completion of the sale until early next year. Bayer will become number two in world ag chemical sales behind Syngenta when it is completed. Bayer is not taking any liability associated with Aventis’ StarLink™ corn. Schering, which owns 24 percent of Aventis CropScience, is expected to reap at least $1.5 billion from the sale. Story at http://cnnfn.cnn.com/2001/10/02/europe/bayer
Freibergs Say Goodbye to Seed & Crops Digest

Bill and Kathy Freiberg, editor/publisher and advertising manager, respectively, of Seed & Crops Digest, announced Oct. 3 that they are leaving the magazine (effective Sept. 30) to pursue other interests. Freiburg Publishing Company was sold about three years ago to Agra-Europe of the United Kingdom. New editorial and advertising contacts may be found at http://www.agbusiness.com
Patents for Hybrid and Inbred Plants Discussed in Supreme Court
On Oct. 3, the U.S. Supreme Court received oral arguments in the case J.E.M. Agricultural Supply, Inc. v. Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc., No. 99-1996, which addresses whether sexually reproduced plants and plant varieties constitute patentable subject matter under patent statutes. The appealed case is posted at http://laws.lp.findlaw.com/fed/991035.html 

Dow AgroSciences Acquires Rohm and Haas Ag Division

Dow AgroSciences LLC completed its acquisition of Rohm and Haas Company’s agricultural division by acquiring 50 percent of RhoMid LLC from BASF. RhoMid was established as a joint venture between American Cyanamid and Rohm and Haas. Dow merger and acquisition information online at http://www.dowagro.com/main/company/news/acq-news.htm
OTHER
U.S. Increases Food Donations to Afghan Civilians, Oct. 5 Wheat Letter
“Aid to the Afghan people is on the way from a widening array of sources,” Wheat Letter reported. “The World Food Program appealed to the international community to respond generously to the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan as well as the surrounding countries, warning the situation could worsen with the onset of winter. Responding to the need, President Bush announced that the United States will provide additional assistance totaling $320 million through United Nations assistance agencies, the International Committee of the Red Cross, non-governmental organizations, and through direct provision of food and relief supplies.” The United States is the largest food donor to Afghanistan, supplying more than 80 percent of all food shipments sent to Afghans through the World Food Program. Prior to the Sept. 11 attack, the USDA had already provided one of the largest food aid packages to Afghanistan assembled this year, including about 300,000 metric tons of wheat with a market value of over $40 million. Total USDA donations to Afghanistan for the 2001 fiscal year approached $100 million. Wheat is the staple food in the regional diet, according to the U.S. Wheat Associates, which publishes Wheat Letter.
NAS Promotes Public Funding of U.S. Agricultural Research
On Oct. 5, the National Academy of Sciences issued the report “Publicly Funded Agricultural Research and the Changing Structure of U.S. Agriculture.” It is online at http://www.nap.edu/catalog/10211.html?onpi_listserv100501
Tornado Damages Maryland Ag Research Center, Sept. 28 Washington Post
A tornado that ripped through Maryland last week may have done as much as $41 million in damage to the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center. All of the serious damage occurred where plant science operations are located. Seven buildings and many greenhouses suffered extensive damage. Fifty vehicles were damaged or destroyed. But fortunately, no one was hurt. Story at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A38040-2001Sep27.html
###

Angela Dansby

Director of Public Relations

American Seed Trade Association

225 Reinekers Lane, Suite 650

Alexandria, VA 22314

Tel: 703-837-8140 X331

Fax: 703-837-9365

E-mail: adansby@amseed.org

_1064139342.doc
[image: image1.png]asta

first-the seed *






        

American Seed Trade Association





E-NEWS UPDATE ( Oct. 9, 2001

March 27, 2000


�












