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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY

APEC Leaders Endorse U.S. Proposal on Biotech Innovations 
President Bush and other Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) leaders confirmed on Oct. 21 their support for the development of biotechnology to help feed growing populations and its safe use based on sound science, following APEC meetings Oct. 20-21 in Shanghai, People’s Republic of China. APEC leaders endorsed a U.S. proposal to establish a new High-Level Biotechnology Policy Dialogue, which will allow policy-makers to exchange views and pursue cooperative activities on a wide range of issues relating to biotechnology development, regulations governing new products, implications for trade, and effective communications strategies. Most APEC economies are developing domestic regulatory, trade, and scientific policies to address products of agricultural biotechnology. APEC officials plan to hold the first session of the Biotechnology Dialogue in Mexico City in February 2002. The White House issued a fact sheet on the leaders’ endorsement of the U.S. biotech proposal. Fact sheet at http://usinfo.state.gov/topical/global/biotech/
New Zealand Lifts Ban on Biotech Research, But Keeps Hold on Marketing
On Oct. 30, the New Zealand government announced its support of agricultural biotechnology through its formal endorsement of the recommendations of the Royal Commission on Genetic Modification. The government noted that “it is unwise for New Zealand to turn its back on the potential advantages offered from genetic modification.” It lifted an 18-month ban on field trials for biotech crops and “contained research” (medical, agricultural and otherwise) while establishing a restriction on the commercialization of biotech crops or products for two years. The government intends to use this time to re-examine applicable government programs and implement other recommendations of the Royal Commission. Government's response to the report of the Royal Commission on Genetic Modification at www.executive.govt.nz/minister/hobbs/gm/index.html
Report of the Royal Commission on Genetic Modification at
www.gmcommission.govt.nz/RCGM/rcgm_report.html  Related Oct. 31 New Zealand Herald story at http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storyprint.cfm?storyID=225751
Related Oct. 30 Reuters story at http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2001/10/10302001/reu_gmos_45409.asp
EU Ban on Ag Biotech Crops to Remain 

According to an Oct. 30 Reuters article, European Union governments yesterday rejected the idea of lifting a three-year ban on importing and planting new biotech crops, a position a top EU official warned was illegal. At a meeting in Luxembourg, many environment ministers from the 15-country union spoke against plans by the EU’s executive Commission to restart licensing biotech seeds and crops, a process that has been stalled since 1998. Although no formal decision was taken, EU Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom said it was clear from the discussion that governments did not want to accept her advice and lift the moratorium on new biotech licenses, noting the EU may be open to a complaint from biotech exporters like the United States at the World Trade Organization. It could take another two years for countries to formally adopt the Commission’s proposed regulations on traceability and labeling, she added. The delay would be many years longer if member states, such as France and Luxembourg, insisted on a new directive on environmental liability before new licenses are granted. Story at http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/13028/story.htm
Indian Farmers Illegally Plant Biotech Crops

The Oct. 25 One World South Asia reported that hundreds of farmers in the west Indian state of Gujarat are set to pay a heavy price in a government debacle over biotech cotton. The Indian government has not yet approved the sale of biotech seed or plants. Cotton farmers who have grown their crops this year from biotech seeds are likely to see their harvests go up in smoke due to their government’s plan to burn crops grown from seeds bought illegally. More than 10,000 hectares of cotton is ready to be harvested. Gujarati farmers say they will not allow destruction of their crops until they are compensated for the loss. While the Gujarat state government has refused to comment, Delhi’s biotechnology department says it will approve the sale of the GM seeds as they give higher yields and use less pesticide. Story at  http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/oneworld/20011029/wl/indian_farmers_caught_in_biotech_cotton_debacle_1.html
IFIC Releases Results of Ag Biotech Consumer Survey
On Oct. 21, a survey conducted for the International Food Information Council (IFIC) found that most Americans (61%) believe and can state how biotechnology will benefit them or their families in the next five years. Consumers anticipate benefits, including improved health and nutrition (30%); improved quality, taste, and variety of foods (30%); reduced chemical and pesticide use on plants (20%); reduced cost of food (8%); and improved crops and crop yields (8%). Support for these benefits is also seen in the total number of Americans (65%) who would be likely to purchase a variety of produce-such as tomatoes or potatoes-that have been modified through biotechnology to be protected from insect damage and require fewer pesticide applications. In addition, 52% of consumers are likely to purchase the same produce if it has been modified through biotechnology to “taste better or fresher.” Full survey results at http://ific.org/proactive/newsroom/release.vtml?id=19801
Ag Biotech in Kenya Shows Tremendous Promise

A Nov. 1 attaché report from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Foreign Agricultural Service noted that “Kenya is one of the few African countries that have developed a significant capacity for agribiotechnology research and development. Biotech is viewed as a development tool for poverty alleviation and food security … The first biotechnology sweet potato crop has been harvested.” Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=130682481
Round-Up Ready Corn Difficult to Detect in Other Varieties
The Oct. 26 Associated Press reported that a corn researcher and officials from a chemical company noted that testing kits for the transgenic events in Round-Up Ready corn don’t rapidly detect it. This corn has been approved for human consumption, but it hasn’t been accepted yet by the European Union. Because of European and Japanese restrictions, farmers, grain elevator operators and millers must try to keep biotech varieties separated from unaltered types in order to follow international and domestic standards. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011026/bs/farm_scene_150.html
NIH Meeting to Address Allergenic Potential of Biotech Foods 
A National Institutes of Health conference on the “Assessment of the Allergenic Potential of Genetically Modified Foods” will be Dec. 10-12 in Research Triangle Park, N.C. The meeting will address the potential toxicity of genetically modified (GM) foods and the ability of GM proteins to elicit potentially harmful immunologic responses, including hypersensitivity and/or autoimmunity. It will bring together experts on food allergies, biotechnology, and the regulatory aspects of biotech products, along with bench scientists and clinicians, to examine the current state of knowledge in the area, identify the critical issues regarding these materials, and develop testing strategies to examine the potential allergenicity of transgenic proteins. The public is invited to attend the workshop as observers with opportunity to comment each day. More information at
http://ntp-server.niehs.nih.gov/htdocs/Liason/GMFoodPg.html
AGRO-TERRORISM 

U.S. Food Supply Not Immune to Terrorism
Government officials worry the nation’s food supply could be the next terrorist target, reported the Oct. 25 Associated Press. Potential targets could be fruits and vegetables that people eat raw and cattle, which could be infected with hoof-and-mouth disease. To deter potential terrorists, Congress is considering proposals to hire hundreds of new food inspectors and lab technicians and to allow the government to recall tainted products and inspect food makers’ records. The USDA has put veterinarians on alert and wants more guards to protect its labs around the country that work with foodborne pathogens. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011025/pl/attacks_food_safety_3.html
EU to Gauge its Preparedness for Terrorist Attack on Food Supply
Oct. 23 Reuters article, the European Union Food Safety Commissioner David Byrne said the EU needs an “urgent review” of its defense mechanisms against any potential bioterrorism attack on its food chain. He told a meeting of EU farm ministers that the recent experience of hoof-and-mouth disease and swine fever--which both led to millions of animals being culled--highlighted the threat of purposeful introduction of such livestock viruses. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011023/hl/attack_6.html

Agriculture Officials Have Eyes Wide Open for Agro-Terrorism
The Oct. 15 Associated Press reported that “agriculture officials say farms and the food supply remain among the nation’s most exposed targets … agroterrorism―attacks on the food supply or turning agricultural materials into weapons―is nearly impossible to guard against, they warn. Fertilizers can be used to produce powerful bombs, pesticides can become chemical weapons and just a tiny amount of deadly bacteria can taint the food supply for thousands of people.” Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011015/us/attacks_agroterrorism_1.html 

Related Oct. 18 Reuters article at 

http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011018/ts/attacks_food_farms_dc_1.html

 USDA Spokesman Downplays Agro-Terrorism Threat
“A wide-open cornfield guarded only by a scarecrow. A confined chicken coop where disease could spread quickly. A food-inspection system divided among multiple government agencies. Even before Sept. 11, experts were assessing whether America’s food supply might be vulnerable to terrorism,” reported the Oct. 19 issue of ABCnews.com. A USDA spokesman said that the risk of a terrorist attack on the food supply that would kill large numbers of Americans is very small, as safeguards and multiple points of inspection and monitoring would likely prevent lethally contaminated food from being widely distributed. But critics question how effective the current food-safety system—overseen by several different government agencies—would be in the event of a bioterrorism attack. A single food safety agency may be better. Story at  http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/abc/20011018/hl/strike_food011019_1.html
Bush Calls for Tightened Security on Food Imports
In a letter to Congress on Oct. 31, President Bush asked for $20 billion for national security and recovery, including $61 million “to enhance the frequency and quality of imported food inspections, and modernize the import data system,” reported an Oct. 18 Reuters article. At present, less than 1% of imported food is inspected by 150 Food and Drug Administration inspectors responsible for more than 300 ports of entry. The inspection rate used to be higher, but has shrunk as the volume of imports swelled in recent years. Some 3.7 million food shipments arrive annually. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011018/hl/food_4.html
FARM POLICY


Senator Compromises on Farm Bill, Retaining Subsidies
The Nov. 1 New York Times reported that Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA), chair of the Senate Agriculture Committee, introduced a new farm bill that retains most of the current subsidy system and offers new conservation programs for all farmers. He presented his five-year bill as a compromise that balances the interests of the big grain and cotton farmers, who receive most of $20 billion in annual farm subsidies, with those of smaller farmers, who have pressed for higher conservation payments. The proposed new bill is a 10-year $171 billion measure. Story at http://www.nytimes.com/2001/11/02/national/02FARM.html?searchpv=nytToday&pagewanted=print  Related Oct. 31 Associated Press story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011031/pl/congress_farmers_38.html
Senate Approves Nearly $74 Billion for Food and Agriculture Spending
The Senate voted 91-5 on Oct. 25 to pass a $73.9 billion spending bill that is slightly less than President Bush requested for agriculture, nutrition programs and the Food and Drug Administration, according to the Oct. 25 Associated Press. The overall level is $78 million below the president’s request, but is $870 million above the 2001 spending level, not counting a $3.6 billion emergency farm package. The legislation provides $108 million more than last year for conservation programs in the USDA, $800 million more for farm credit, and $20.5 million more for food safety. By a 50-45 vote, the Senate effectively turned back an amendment by Sen. Tom Harkin that would have given the USDA greater ability to require and enforce meat processing plants to reduce pathogens. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011025/pl/congress_spending_1.html
Bush Struggles to Gain Support for Fast-Track Legislation
An Oct. 16 Reuters article said that as President Bush intensifies his push for passage of “fast-track” trade legislation, he faces opposition from some key members of Congress representing agricultural communities. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011016/pl/trade_congress_agriculture_dc_1.html
USDA Plans to Deregulate Karnal Bunt Wheat Fungus 
U.S. agriculture officials said that they plan to deregulate Karnal bunt wheat fungus to keep world trading doors open for U.S. producers and other industry players affected by an outbreak this year, according to a Nov. 1 Reuters article. The USDA will move toward deregulating Karnal bunt or classifying it along with other wheat ailments, such as common bunt, that do not require quarantines or harsh regulation. Under its current classification, the fungus can affect the marketability of U.S. wheat as trading partners impose phytosanitary barriers on it. Story available upon e-mail request from adansby@amseed.org.

INDUSTRY NEWS

USDA to Increase Fees for Seed Inspection Services 

USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service is proposing to increase seed inspection fees, including the cost of testing and issuing Federal Seed Analysis Certificates. The proposal would also increase the hourly fee for testing and issuing certificates from $44.40 per hour to $52.00 per hour. It would also raise the fee for issuing additional duplicate certificates from $11.10 per hour to $13.00 per hour, and create a fee of $13.00 for issuing preliminary reports. The plan was published in the Oct. 23 Federal Register. Comments may be sent to Richard Payne, chief, Seed Regulatory and Testing Branch, by email at richard.payne2@usda.gov. 


Archer Daniels Midland Plans to Seek Acquisitions

A Nov. 1 Reuters story reported that agribusiness giant Archer Daniels Midland Co. said it will look for acquisitions as the world’s agricultural economy sees signs of recovery in certain sectors. Story at 


ASTA Seeks Vice President of Science and Technology

ASTA is calling for applicants for a new senior position at its Alexandria, Va. office. The “individual will be responsible for development of strategies and consensus building within the seed industry for key science and technology issues. The application deadline is Nov. 4, 2001. Job description and contact information at http://www.amseed.com/meeting_classifiedadsDetail.asp?id=25 

ASTA Corn & Sorghum and Soybean Conferences and Seed Expo Next Month

Information and registration for ASTA’s largest meeting and trade show of the year, Dec. 5-7 in Chicago, is online at http://www.amseed.com/mtgAnnualConvention.asp 

ASTA Management Academy Slated for 2002
Seed industry managers will gather at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Ind., March 4–8, 2002, for the 15th ASTA Management Academy conducted by the Center for Food and Agricultural Business. The program, a collaborative effort between Purdue and ASTA, draws more than 50 seed professionals across a diverse set of geographic locations, segments of the industry and areas of responsibilities. For more information, go to www.agecon.purdue.edu/cab/programs/asta/index.htm     
INVASIVE SPECIES

International Efforts to Prevent the Spread and Introduction of Plant Pests 

The USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service announced in the Oct. 25 Federal Register a meeting of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) on Nov. 15 in Washington, DC. The IPPC is recognized by the World Trade Organization as the standard-setting body for international plant quarantine issues. Its purpose is to secure international cooperation in the control and prevention of the spread and introduction of pests of plants and plant products and to promote appropriate measures for their control. An IPPC technical expert working group drafted in 2001 a standard for considering the environmental impact of quarantine pests, including quarantine pests that are invasive. The draft standard includes consideration of five elements relating to potential environmental risks of plant pests. Draft at http://www.fao.org/ag/agp/agpp/pq/ and http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/pim/standards/#01 USDA-APHIS Oct. 25 Federal Register notice at http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2001_register&docid=01-26895-filed
DC Certificates Required for Interstate Movement of Plants and Plant Products 

The USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service issued a final rule in the Oct. 30 Federal Register on regulations concerning the application for and issuance of certificates for the interstate movement of plants and plant products from the District of Columbia. The certificates address the plant health status of plants and plant products moving interstate from the District. Oct. 30 Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2001_register&docid=01-27262-filed
OTHER

War on Afghanistan Disrupts Planting Season

An Oct. 18 Associated Press article reported that the U.S. bombing of Afghanistan is disrupting the planting of crops, which normally provide 80 percent of Afghanistan’s annual grain harvest, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization said. As a result, Afghanistan’s already grave food supply situation will be further aggravated next year. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011018/wl/attacks_afghanistan_food_1.html
U.S. Increases Food Donations to Afghanistan

The United States said it would purchase $38.5 million of U.S. agricultural commodities as part of President Bush’s humanitarian aid package to feed millions of Afghan refugees threatened by war and drought, an Oct. 16 Reuters story reported. The United States was hurrying to double the amount of U.S. food aid into Afghanistan before the start of an unforgiving winter season. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011016/pl/attack_food_donation_dc_1.html
U.S. to Buy Foreign Wheat to Feed Afghans 

An Oct. 31 Reuters article reported that the United States said it would use every means possible to avert a humanitarian catastrophe in Afghanistan. The U.S. Agency for International Development plans to purchase $11.2 million worth of foreign wheat in its diplomatic campaign to feed hungry Afghans, turning away from U.S. wheat for the first time and unnerving some American farmers. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/nm/20011031/pl/attack_food_aid_dc_2.html
###

Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located near Washington, DC, is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 850 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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