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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY 
USDA-USTR Express Concern about China’s Ag Biotech Regulations 
In a joint statement Feb. 7, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Ann Veneman and U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick stated that China has not presented any science to support its biotech regulations. “As drafted, these regulations fail to provide a transparent and predictable framework for exporters and importers,” they said. “The result could be a halt in exports of farm products. That is an unacceptable situation … Last year, China accounted for more than 20 percent or $1 billion worth of all U.S. soybean exports. The regulations could also affect U.S. corn and cotton exporters … We will continue to work with China to ensure that U.S. exports are not interrupted.” Statement at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/PressRelease/pressrel_dout.asp?PrNum=0042-02
EU Biotech Policy Criticized by its own Farm Commissioner 
The Feb. 13 Associated Press reported that the European Union (EU) risks being left behind in the booming biotechnology sector unless it finds a way to address public fears about biotech food, warned EU Farm Commissioner Franz Fischler. “We have to stop making decisions on such a difficult issue as biotechnology on a purely emotional basis,” he said. “It is high time that Europe finds a way to address questions [regarding gene-altered products.]” Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020213/ap_wo_en_bu/eu_biotech_4
Pollen Flows from Biotech Oilseed Rape to Traditional Crop
There is evidence of gene flow between biotech and traditional oilseed rape crops in Canada, according to a report released Feb. 5 by English Nature, a United Kingdom statutory conservation agency. “GM herbicide tolerant oilseed rape crops in Canada have revealed that genes from separate GM varieties can accumulate (gene stacking) in plants that grow from seed spilled at harvest (volunteer plants),” the report states. “This happens because different varieties cross-pollinate, and their offspring may contain the accumulated genes from GM varieties with different genetic traits. In Canada, these plants are now resistant to several widely used herbicides, with farmers regularly resorting to old herbicides to control them … gene stacking is now widespread in Canada … The European Commission recently proposed that a threshold of up to 0.7% GM seed should be allowed in batches of conventional crop seed. [This] might be a recipe for gene stacking, because the GM plants from a seed batch could be made up of several varieties that would inevitably hybridize, giving ‘volunteer’ plants next season with multiple GM traits.” News release at http://www.english-nature.org.uk/news/story.asp?ID=335  

Report at http://www.english-nature.org.uk/pubs/publication/PDF/enrr443.pdf 
Related Feb. 5 Reuters article at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020205/sc_nm/food_britain_gm_dc_3&printer=1
Brazil May Fine Farmers for Planting Illegal Biotech Soy  

Nine farmers in Brazil may face prosecution by the public prosecutor’s office for the illegal planting and sale of biotech soybeans, the Agriculture Minister said, according to a Feb. 5 Reuters article. Story available upon e-mail request from adansby@amseed.org.

Biotech Firms in UK Pledge More Openness on Crops

A Feb. 5 Reuters article reported that more than 67 percent of British people feel they do not know enough about biotech foods, said a report released by six biotech companies that feel they can do better with information. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/020205/l05501985_1.html
New Zealand Food Authority Seeks Comments on Biotech Canola and Corn

The Australia New Zealand Food Authority (ANZFA) invited public comments from Feb. 6 to March 20 on reports that recommend the “use of a GM canola and a GM corn as foods for human consumption.” ANZFA has concluded that food derived from these biotech crops is as safe for human consumption as that derived from conventional counterparts. The biotech canola was developed by Aventis and the biotech corn by Monsanto. ANZFA Feb. 6 news release at http://www.anzfa.gov.au/mediareleasespublications/mediareleases/mediareleases2002/publiccommentinvited1330.cfm  ANZFA draft reports at http://www.anzfa.gov.au/foodstandards/recentstandardsdevelopment/informationcirculars
CGIAR Under Pressure to Support Seed Treaty
The February 2002 issue of Nature Biotechnology reported that the Consultative Group on International Agriculture Research (CGIAR), which maintains up to 50% of the world’s unduplicated seed samples, is facing political pressure to actively participate in the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. This treaty was adopted by the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United Nations in November 2001. The treaty was created to provide effective legal rules to free up the exchange of seeds between countries for breeding and biotech crop development, but the issue of plant genetic resources has been under fire due to bio-piracy. Policy analysts say the result is an ambiguous treaty text that could jeopardize the equitable use of germplasm and, once ratified, could cause significant loss of autonomy for CGIAR centers and burden them with overwhelming responsibilities. Story at http://www.checkbiotech.org/root/index.cfm?fuseaction=newsletter&topic_id=4&subtopic_id=17&doc_id=2615  

Hawaiian Biotech Food Labeling Bill Put on Hold

On Feb. 7, the Hawaii House Economic Development and Business Concerns Committee voted 10-0 to hold House Bill 2404 (Thielen). HB 2404 would create a state task force to identify criteria for biotech-free food labeling. Bill text at http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessioncurrent/bills/hb2404_.htm
Oregon Initiative Calls for Biotech Food Labeling

Proposed Oregon initiative #23 would require the labeling of foods for human or animal consumption and beverages that contain biotech ingredients, whether or not the ingredients are in the final product. Proponents have until July 5, 2002 to file 66,786 valid signatures with the Oregon Secretary of State to place the measure on the November 2002 ballot.
Bt Corn Poses No Significant Risk to Monarchs

A Feb. 6 news release issued by the USDA’s Agricultural Research Service (ARS) noted that “two years of research on Bt corn and monarch butterfly larvae reveals that Bt corn pollen poses no significant risk to monarchs. ARS discussion at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/br/btcorn  

Feb. 6 news release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020206.htm   

Related ARS article at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/AR/archive/feb02/corn0202.htm  
Pink Bollworm Control in Cotton

USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service announced in the Feb. 4 Federal Register that it intends to prepare an environmental impact statement relative to a proposed release into the environment of biotech autocidal pink bollworms as part of ongoing research in the pink bollworm sterile insect program. The impact statement will examine the full range of potential effects the release could have on the environment. The public is invited to comment on specific issues that should be addressed in the environmental impact statement. Comments due to APHIS by April 5. APHIS Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-2604-filed
Comments Sought on Reduced-Nicotine Biotech Tobacco 

USDA-APHIS announced in the Feb. 12 Federal Register the receipt of a petition from Vector Tobacco (USA) Ltd., seeking a determination of non-regulated status for tobacco designated as Vector 21-41, which has been genetically engineered for reduced nicotine. The petition has been submitted in accordance with USDA regulations concerning the introduction of certain biotech products. In accordance with these regulations, public comments are being sought on whether this tobacco presents a plant pest risk as well as on an environmental assessment for the proposed non-regulated status. Comments due to APHIS by April 15. Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-3342-filed
AGRO-TERRORISM  
Congress to Enact Bioterrorism Preparedness Act of 2001
Congress is about to make significant amendments to the Food and Drug Act with the Bioterrorism Preparedness Act of 2001 that has been approved by both the House and Senate as HR 3448. The Food and Drug Administration proposes to amend the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act to expand its authority with respect to food presenting a serious threat to humans or animals. HR 3448 would permit the Secretary to access and inspect records of food manufacturers, processors, packers, distributors, receivers, holders, and importers of food if the Secretary has reason to believe that an article of food presents a threat of serious adverse health consequences. HR 3448 at http://thomas.loc.gov by conducting a search for it (there are four versions of this bill, two each in the House and Senate). 

FDA Corrects Errors in Food Security Documents

FDA noted corrections in the Feb. 14 Federal Register about its Jan. 9 notice, which announced the availability of two guidance documents related to food security entitled “Food, Producers, Processors, Transporters, and Retailers: Food Security Preventive Measures Guidance” and “Importers and Filers: Food Security Preventive Measures Guidance.” These documents are available at http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/guidance.html 

Feb. 14 Federal Register corrections at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-3615-filed
FBI Eco-Terrorism Activity 

On Feb. 12, FBI Domestic Terrorism Section Chief James Jarboe testified before the House Resources Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health on the threat posed by eco-terrorism and FBI measures underway to address it. “The FBI has developed a strong response to the threats posed by domestic and international terrorism,” he said. Between fiscal years 1993 and 2003, the number of special agents dedicated to the FBI’s counterterrorism programs grew by about 224 percent. But “despite all of our efforts,” Jarboe noted, “law enforcement has a long way to go to adequately address the problem of eco-terrorism.” FBI testimony at
http://resourcescommittee.house.gov/107cong/forests/2002feb12/jarboe.htm
FARM POLICY  

Senate Approves Amended House Farm Bill 

The U.S. Senate approved on Feb. 13 its version of HR 2646, the Farm Security Act, according to a Feb. 13 House Agriculture Committee news release. House Agriculture Committee Chairman Larry Combest (R-Texas) said the passage of a Senate farm bill should signal immediate work to begin on reconciling House and Senate versions with sights on the 2002 crop year, the release said. House release at http://www.agriculture.house.gov/press/pr020213fb.html  Details of Senate vote in the Feb. 13 Congressional Record at http://thomas.loc.gov  
More information at http://agriculture.house.gov and on the Senate Ag Committee web site at http://agriculture.senate.gov
Senate Farm Bill Overview

The Feb. 13 Associated Press listed highlights of the farm bill approved by the Senate. The bill: 
1) Authorizes $45 billion in new spending for agriculture, nutrition and conservation programs over the next five years, a 26 percent increase over current programs. The House authorized a $38 billion increase over the same period; much of the difference between the two bills is in conservation spending. 2) Boosts subsidy rates for grain and cotton by varying amounts at a total cost of $11.3 billion over the next five years. Lowers fixed payments that are paid to producers of the same crops. 3) Establishes a new program to make supplemental payments to grain, cotton and soybean growers when prices fall below predetermined levels. 4) Creates a new subsidy for peanuts, replacing an existing quota program. Subsidies also extended to lentils and chickpeas.

5) Cuts subsidies to some cotton and grain farms by limiting total annual payments that any one producer can collect to $275,000. Some subsidies are essentially unlimited under current law.

6) Provides $2.4 billion to farmers who lost crops to drought and other weather problems in 2001. 7) Doubles spending on conservation programs. 8) Permits private financing of food sales to Cuba. 9) Requires vegetables and fruit to be labeled with their country of origin. Complete highlights at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020213/ap_on_go_co/congress_farmers_glance_2  Related story in Feb. 13 Washington Post at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A5368-2002Feb13.html
Bush Still Not Satisfied with Farm Bill 
The Feb. 14 Associated Press noted that President Bush says a Senate-passed farm bill “doesn’t get the job done” and pledges to work with Congressional negotiators on a compromise that would be less costly and better for producers. “The Democratic-crafted bill, which passed the Senate 58-40, authorizes $45 billion in new spending for agriculture, conservation and nutrition spending over the next five years, a 26 percent increase over current programs,” the AP reported. “A House-passed measure, also criticized by the Bush administration, authorized a $38 billion increase over the same period. The White House says the Senate bill is too expensive and certain to stimulate price-depressing crop surpluses because of its increases in subsidy rates. The legislation also could violate subsidy limits under an international trade agreement.” Story at   http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020214/ap_on_go_pr_wh/congress_farmers_37&printer=1
U.S. Farm Safety Net Equal in House and Senate Bills
The farm bill passed by the House provides as large a safety net as its Senate rival without tapping money that will be needed in the future, House Agriculture Committee chairman Larry Combest said, according to a Feb. 14 Reuters article. Combest will lead a team of House members in meetings with Senate negotiators in coming weeks to write a final version of the new U.S. farm subsidy law. The Senate would spend $45 billion in five years and the House nearly $74 billion in 10 years. Story available upon e-mail request from adansby@amseed.org.
U.S. Steps Back From Free Market in Farm Bill 
A Feb. 13 Reuters article noted that the U.S. Senate passed a $45 billion farm bill over White House objections that would step away from free-market reforms begun in 1985 and could violate world trade rules against excessive spending. Grain, cotton and soybean subsidy spending would rise by $5 billion a year under the bill. Story at   http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020213/pl_nm/congress_farm_dc_2  Related Feb. 13 Associated Press story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020213/ap_on_go_co/congress_farmers_34
New Limit on Farm Subsidies 
The Feb. 8 Associated Press reported that despite opposition from major farm groups, the Senate voted 66-31 on Feb. 7 to impose an annual limit on agricultural subsidies of $275,000 per farm. Under existing rules, growers generally are held to $460,000 in annual payments, but subsidies essentially are unlimited under a program that guarantees minimum revenue for grain, cotton, soybeans and other commodities. The Senate’s vote to cap payments at $275,000 followed public disclosure last year that big operators have reaped unusually large subsidies under programs intended to keep family farms from going under. Story at   http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020208/ap_on_go_co/farm_subsidies_24 

USDA Seeks Input on Control of Noxious Weeds

USDA-AHPIS seeks public comments by March 29 on its “Draft Action Plan for the Noxious Weeds Program” which recommends changes to the noxious weeds program, including amended noxious weeds regulations. This Act repealed portions of the Federal Noxious Weed Act and now provides APHIS greater authority to regulate the importation and interstate movement of noxious weeds. Proposed changes delineated at http://www.amseed.com/intl_noxweeds.asp APHIS noxious weed web page at http://www.aphis.usda.gov:80/ppq/weeds/weedhome.html 

APHIS Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-2018-filed
INDUSTRY NEWS 
Monsanto’s Biotech Seeds Gain Popularity
“Regulatory approvals, renewals, and increased acreage of Monsanto Company’s agricultural biotechnology traits in 2001 signal a growing acceptance of the technology and a broader recognition of its benefits,” Monsanto’s Chief Technology Officer said in a Feb. 11 company news release. The number of acres planted with biotechnology traits developed by Monsanto globally increased approximately 14 percent to 118 million acres (48 million hectares) in 2001. In the United States, acreage for Monsanto’s biotech traits rose by 17 percent in 2001 to more than 84 million acres (34 million hectares). News release at http://www.monsanto.com/monsanto/media/02/02feb11_approvals
Pioneer Endows Faculty Chair in Maize Breeding

Pioneer Hi-Bred International made a gift to endow a faculty chair in maize breeding in the College of Agriculture at Iowa State University, said a Feb. 13 university news release.
The creation of the Endowed Chair in Maize Breeding will support the recruitment of a world-class faculty member to lead the university’s maize breeding program. The chair is also likely to play a significant role in or hold the position of director of the Raymond F. Baker Center for Plant Breeding in the Plant Sciences Institute. ISU release at http://www.iastate.edu/~nscentral/releases/2002/feb/maize.shtml
Dow AgroSciences to Introduce New Bt Cotton in 2004

Dow AgroSciences plans to introduce a new Bt cotton to the market for the 2004 growing season, according to the Feb. 15 issue of SeedWeek. The cotton would have a combination of the Cry 1F and Cry 1Ac strains of Bt to control pests. Dow said the technology will be inserted into varieties of its Phytogen Cottonseed, Inc. in addition to being licensed to other seed companies. 
Keithly-Williams Seeds Acquires Summit Seeds

The Feb. 15 issue of SeedWeek Western reported that regional vegetable seed dealer Keithly-Williams Seeds, Inc., Holtville, Calif., said it acquired Summit Seeds of Salinas. The intent of the purchase was to open up distribution for Keithly-Williams in the Salinas Valley, Sacramento Valley and San Joaquin Valley markets. 
Boston Book Club Created for ASTA Annual Convention 
ASTA’s 2002 Annual Convention in Boston June 23-26 will feature Nobel Laureate James Watson, Ph.D., and Juan Enriquez of Harvard’s Life Science Project, both of whom have written compelling books on DNA’s double helix and modern biotechnology, respectively, which take one “back to the future.” Meeting Program Chair RB Halaby has given these books and three others related to agricultural biotechnology “two thumbs up.” Book reviews and meeting information at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_index.asp
   
All Rows Lead to Chicago for FIS Congress in May 2002
The International Seed Trade Federation (FIS) and International Association of Plant Breeders (ASSINSEL) will merge and host their 53rd World Seed Congress in Chicago, Ill., May 26-30, 2002. The conference theme, “All Rows Lead to Chicago,” reflects the global impact of the seed industry. This congress will be the first held in the United States in 16 years. Online information and registration at http://www.worldseed2002.com.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

U.S. Business Awaits China’s Compliance with WTO Commitments 
As China begins the difficult process of complying with hundreds of commitments it has made to open its economy to more foreign competition, the U.S. business community may be patient for a while, said a Feb. 8 Reuters article. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020208/pl_nm/trade_china_dc_1
Baucus Sees Senate Action on Trade Package Soon 

A Feb. 12 Reuters article reported that Senate Finance Committee Chair Max Baucus said he expected the Senate to begin long-awaited action in March on a bill to give President Bush trade promotion authority. Baucus said that such authority would be combined in the Senate with renewal of trade benefits for the Andean region and increased aid for U.S. workers who have lost jobs because of trade. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020212/pl_nm/trade_congress_dc_4
OTHER
Scientists to Help Afghan Farmers 
The Feb. 1 Associated Press noted that agricultural scientists and relief organizations are working together to restore farming in Afghanistan by replenishing seed stocks and improving irrigation systems. The U.S. and Canadian governments have pledged $12 million to the project. Additional donors are being sought. Story at
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020214/ap_on_re_as/afghan_farmers_1

###
Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 850 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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