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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY 
U.S. Officials Temporarily Resolve China Biotech Trade Issue 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman and U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick issued on March 7 a statement regarding U.S.-China discussions in Beijing on U.S. exports of biotech farm products. “We’re pleased that China appears to appreciate our concerns and has said that it is developing an interim arrangement to reduce trade disruptions and address our specific concerns including approvals, market access, and labeling,” they said. “It’s a step in the right direction … China is a key market for American farmers―we exported over $1 billion in soybeans to China last year … The United States has sought to ensure that trade is not disrupted when China’s new biotech regulations go into effect on March 20th.” Statement at http://www.ustr.gov/releases/2002/03/02-31.htm.  Related March 11 Associated Press story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020311/ap_wo_en_bu/china_us_gmo_1&printer=1 

Codex Issues Risk Analysis Guidelines for Biotech Foods 

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Health Organization (WHO) jointly announced on March 8 that a task force of the Codex Alimentarius Commission reached agreement on a final draft of “Principles for the Risk Analysis of Foods Derived from Biotechnology.” The principles will provide a framework for evaluating the safety and nutritional aspects of biotech foods. They define the need for a pre-market safety assessment of all such foods on a case-by-case basis and would require authorities to manage the uncertainties identified in the safety assessment. The principles also provide guidance related to analytical methods and other tools to be used in risk management. In this area, the task force “reached a very important new agreement concerning the tracing of GM products for the purpose of facilitating withdrawal from the market when a risk to human health has been identified,” FAO and WHO said. “The task force also adopted detailed requirements for assessing the safety of GM plants, including tests for allergenicity.” The task force will go on developing guidelines for risk assessment of biotech foods originating from microorganisms. It will continue its efforts until March 2003. The final work of the task force will be submitted to Codex at its next meeting in July 2003 in Rome for adoption. FAO-WHO news release at http://www.fao.org/WAICENT/OIS/PRESS_NE/english/2002/3060-en.html 
Related March 8 Reuters article at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020308/hl_nm/food_biotech_1
European Commission Deems Glyphosate-Resistant Corn Safe
The European Commission’s Scientific Committee on Food released on March 7 an opinion on the safety assessment of the biotech maize line GA21 with tolerance to the herbicide glyphosate. 

“Having reviewed all the information provided by the petitioner, and in the light of current published scientific information, it is concluded that from the point of view of consumer health maize grain from maize line GA21 and derived products that are the subject of this application are as safe as grain and derived products from conventional maize lines,” the Committee said. Statement at http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/scf/out121_en.pdf
Canada Considers Voluntary Labeling System for Biotech Food 

The March 4 Ottawa Citizen reported that the Canadian national advisory committee on biotechnology is near agreeing on a voluntary standard for labeling biotech food in light of renewed demands for a mandatory system. The 53-member committee garnered only a 51% approval rating on its proposed voluntary standard in a recent vote, no where near enough support to proceed. But if the committee can agree on a proposal, it will be sent to the Standards Council of Canada, which will determine its fate as a national standard. Story at http://www.nationalpost.com/search/story.html?f=/stories/20020304/227250.html&qs=genetic
U.S. Farmers to Increase Planting of Biotech Crops 
U.S. farmers are likely to plant more biotech corn and soybeans this year than ever before as a result of money and time savings, according to a March 1 Reuters article. To provide an incentive for farmers to switch back to traditional crops, buyers are going to have to offer more money than they are paying now, Reuters said. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020301/sc_nm/food_biotech_farmers_dc_1
StarLink™ Corn Class Action Law Suit Reportedly Settled for $9 Million

A federal judge approved a $9 million settlement in a class-action lawsuit by consumers who complained of allergic reactions to StarLink™ corn in supermarket products, reported the March 8 Associated Press. Under the settlement, a group of food companies will attach $6 million in coupons, each good for a dollar off, to packages of their products. Any portion of the $6 million not used by consumers through the coupons will be paid into a fund that will be used to support as-yet-undetermined charities or food research groups. The Chicago law firm of Krislov and Associates, which handled the suit, will receive $2.4 million. Some $600,000 is earmarked for administering the coupon program. Aventis CropScience and Garst were defendants in the lawsuit along with Kraft Foods Co. of Glenview, Ill.; Azteca Foods Inc. of Chicago; Azteca Milling, Co. of Edinburg, Texas; and a sister company, Mission Foods Co. Aventis issued a statement denying any liability but saying it believed the settlement “is the best possible way to move forward.” Story at http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/03/03082002/ap_46626.asp
Court decision at http://www.ilnd.uscourts.gov/RACER2/index.html 
New York Bill Seeks Biotech Planting Instructions from Seed Companies
New York Assembly Bill 10174, introduced on March 5, seeks to require persons who sell or distribute biotech plants, planting stock, or seeds to provide written instructions to purchasers or growers of such stock. This bill is sponsored by Assemblyman Felix Ortiz (D). The bill has been referred to the Assembly Agriculture Committee. Bill text at http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A10174

USDA Plans to Deregister New Biotech Canola Variety
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) announced on March 1 that an environmental assessment supports a proposed APHIS decision to deregulate a canola event developed by Aventis CropScience, which has been bioengineered for tolerance to the herbicide glufosinate. Public comments on the proposed deregulated status due to APHIS by April 1. March 1 Federal Register notice http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-4909-filed 
Researchers Seek Approval for Biotech Fish 
The March 8 Associated Press reported that the battle over biotech food has “expanded from land to sea.” An application to sell Atlantic salmon with super-growth genes awaits federal approval upon determination that the fish is safe for consumption. The Food and Drug Administration ruling is expected to influence the fate of dozens of other animals, such as cows, chickens and pigs that could be bioengineered or cloned. The biotech salmon grow to market size twice as fast as their natural cousins. Supporters say these salmon would cost less at retail, while easing pressure on wild or hatchery-raised fish. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020308/ap_on_bi_ge/biotech_fish_3
Related story on proposed California ban on biotech fish at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020306/ap_on_sc/biotech_fish_1
PowerPoint Presentation Available on Benefits of Plant Biotechnology
The Council for Biotechnology Information (CBI), comprised of eight leading technology providers, created a PowerPoint presentation outlining the benefits of plant biotechnology that may be obtained for individual use. Presentation available by e-mail request from Margaret Speich of CBI at mspeich@whybiotech.com. 

FARM POLICY  

House and Senate Conferees to Finalize Farm Bill
In a March 8 news release, the House Agriculture Committee said its Farm Bill conferees will meet March 13 to reconcile House and Senate versions of the bill for the 2002 crop year. House conferees include Republicans Larry Combest (chair, Texas), John Boehner (Ohio), Bob Goodlatte (Va.), Richard Pombo (Calif.), Terry Everett (Ala.), Frank Lucas (Okla.), Saxby Chambliss (Ga.), and Jerry Moran (KS) and Democrats Charlie Stenholm (Texas), Gary Condit (Calif.), Collin Peterson (Minn.), Cal Dooley (Calif.), Eva Clayton (N.C.) and Tim Holden (Pa.). Senate conferees include Democrats Tom Harkin (chair, Iowa), Patrick Leahy (Vt.), Kent Conrad (N.D.) and Tom Daschle (S.D.) and Republicans Dick Lugar (Ind.), Jesse Helms (N.C.) and Thad Cochran (Miss.). News release at http://agriculture.house.gov/press/pr020308.html 
Related Feb. 28 Reuters story at
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020228/pl_nm/congress_farm_dc_3
Senate Farm Bill Billions Over Spending Limit
The Senate Farm Bill is $6.1 billion over the spending limit set by a congressional budget agreement, noted the March 8 Associated Press. Had the error been discovered before the Senate voted on the bill, its Democratic authors likely would have been forced to sharply scale back the legislation. Otherwise, minority Republicans could have potentially blocked the bill on procedural grounds. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020308/ap_on_go_co/congress_farmers_50

ERS Assesses Financial Health of U.S. Farms and Ranches 

USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS) released a report on March 5 on “Agricultural Income and Finance Situation and Outlook.” This report provides historical estimates and forecasts of farm sector financial information that gauges the financial health of the nation’s farmers and ranchers. Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/so/view.asp?f=economics/ais-bb/ 

ERS Forecasts U.S. and World Grain, Soybean and Cotton Supply-Use
On March 8, USDA-ERS issued its monthly report “World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimation,” which provides the most current forecasts of domestic and world supply-use balances of major grains, soybeans and products, and cotton. Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/waobr/view.asp?f=wasde-bb 

INDUSTRY NEWS 
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Agway to Spin Off Seedway
In a March 6 company news release, Agway President and CEO Donald Cardarelli announced that Agway is taking steps to divest four lines of business, including Telmark, Agway Insurance, Agronomy and Seedway. “The successful sale of these businesses would benefit Agway by allowing us to strengthen our capital structure and reduce debt,” he said. “Also, the businesses we are choosing to exit are good businesses that would benefit from owners who will dedicate appropriate resources to them.” Seedway sells turf, vegetable and farm seed throughout the Eastern United States. “The seed industry has changed dramatically since Agway first acquired this business in 1987,” Agway said in an editorial backgrounder. “While profitable, continued growth and success in this business would require a commitment of resources in the future. Given its relationship to agronomy―and Agway’s decision to reposition away from this area―we believe it is best to divest of this entity now and recapture the value we have built in this business over the last decade.” Release at http://www.agway.com/pr.html

Improved Turfgrass Varieties on the Horizon
An agreement between Rutgers and Japan Tobacco will enable Rutgers to develop and commercialize improved turfgrass varieties by using a pioneering plant transformation technology, said the head of Rutgers’ turfgrass breeding program. The new technology was developed by Japan Tobacco and modified for use in turfgrass by a Rutgers scientist.  The recently signed agreement will enable Rutgers to sublicense the technology and its own improvements to research-oriented companies for use in developing improved turfgrass varieties. These companies have access to proprietary genes and will use this technology to develop new varieties, which will be marketed by those companies. Release available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.

Nicotine-Free Cigarette Readied for Market
The March 11 Associated Press reported that cigarettes made from biotech tobacco that will be nearly free of nicotine should be on the market under the Quest brand later this year. Vector Group Ltd. already is marketing a cigarette under the Omni brand that it says has reduced levels of cancer-causing chemicals. Omni went on the market in November 2001. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/ap/020311/nicotine_free_cigarette_2.html
ASTA Hires New CEO Richard Crowder

Richard T. Crowder of Naperville, Ill., will head ASTA as its new CEO as of April 15. He has more than 30 years of experience in the food, international trade and agricultural sectors, including the seed industry as a former top executive at DeKalb Genetics. For more information, go to http://www.amseed.com/newsDetail.asp?id=52

SeedQuest Features New Online Forum for Seed Professionals

SeedQuest.com, the industry’s online information hotline, now features a weekly interview with a seed professional in “SeedQuest Forum.” This week features Jean-Louis Duval, CEO of Sarl jlduval.com in France. Interview at http://www.seedquest.com/forum/index.htm
All Rows Lead to Chicago for FIS Congress in May 2002
The International Seed Trade Federation (FIS) and International Association of Plant Breeders (ASSINSEL) will merge and host their 53rd World Seed Congress in Chicago, Ill., May 26-30, 2002. The conference theme, “All Rows Lead to Chicago,” reflects the global impact of the seed industry. This congress will be the first held in the United States in 16 years. Online information and registration at http://www.worldseed2002.com.

First Charity Par-Tee at FIS Congress May 26

On Sun., May 26, the first “Charity Par-Tee” will be held at the FIS Congress. This international golf tournament will benefit UNICEF, an international charity that advocates for children’s basic needs, such as adequate food and nutrition. All profits from the event will be given to UNICEF. The event will be at Whisper Creek Golf Course outside of Chicago. For more information, go to http://www.worldseed2002.com/golf.asp
Boston Book Club Created for ASTA Annual Convention 
ASTA’s 2002 Annual Convention in Boston June 23-26 will feature Nobel Laureate James Watson, Ph.D., and Juan Enriquez of Harvard’s Life Science Project, both of whom have written compelling books on DNA’s double helix and modern biotechnology, respectively, which take one “back to the future.” Meeting Program Chair RB Halaby has given these books and three others related to agricultural biotechnology “two thumbs up.” Book reviews and meeting information at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_index.asp
Boston Tee Party June 23

The “Boston Tee Party,” ASTA’s golf outing of the year, will be on Sun., June 23. The tournament will be played near Boston at the Sheraton Colonial Golf Club. This classically designed golf course plays over gently rolling hills, through mature woodlands, and around or over a number of scenic lakes and marshes. It offers an exciting challenge for golfers of every caliber. Registration at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_reg.asp  Golf sponsorship information at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_sponsor.asp   
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Brazil Burns Soy in Battle Over Biotech Foods 
A March 5 Reuters article reported that agents in Brazil burned 21 tons of illegal biotech soy there. The destroyed soy was part of more than 55 tons recently confiscated, which led to the arrest of at least 15 farmers in two southern states. Another batch of herbicide-resistant soy was burned last October in Brazil, one of the world's largest agricultural producers to have banned planting biotech seed. Federal prosecutors indicted the farmers, from the soy states of Rio Grande do Sul and Parana, for possession of illegal biotech soy, but have offered pre-trial deals to those who cooperate and turn over the black-market beans. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020305/od_nm/soy_dc_1
U.S.-Singapore Free Trade Agreement Negotiations 

The U.S. Trade Representative’s office announced in the Feb. 28 Federal Register that a hearing will be held on April 1 in Washington, DC concerning negotiation of a U.S.-Singapore Free Trade Agreement. Parties wishing to testify orally at the hearings must provide written notification of their intention by noon on March 18. Parties presenting oral testimony also must submit a written brief by noon on March 21. Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-4838-filed 

United States Accused of Hypocrisy Over World Trade Rules
A March 5 Reuters article said that the world’s major steel producers threatened the United States with lawsuits and trade reprisals after President Bush announced tariffs of up to 30 percent on steel imports. The European Union swiftly condemned the decision, which is aimed at protecting the ailing U.S. steel industry, and said it would file a complaint with the World Trade Organization. Other major steel producers, including Japan, Russia, South Korea and Brazil, have also vowed to fight the new U.S. trade barrier. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020305/wl_nm/trade_steel_reaction_dc_3
Cuba Purchases More U.S. Food
Cuba, which took advantage of a modified U.S. trade embargo to buy food products last year but said it was a one-time deal, purchased another $32 million of food in recent days, reported a March 3 Reuters article. “Since February 20, 2002, Cuba’s state-run food importer has contracted for more than 210,000 metric tons of agricultural commodities valued at more than $32 million,” the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council said. As part of the deal, agribusiness giant Archer Daniels Midland sold Cuba $17.5 million in corn, wheat, soy products and rice for delivery through May, the council said. Story at http://europe.cnn.com/2002/WORLD/americas/03/03/cuba.usa.food.reut/index.html

INVASIVE SPECIES

CAST Offers Guidelines on Invasive Species Control 

The Council for Agricultural Science and Technology (CAST) issued a report “Invasive Species: Impacts on Agricultural Production, Natural Resources, and the Environment” to help chart the course for the growing battle against invasive plant and animal species. The report “provides policymakers and others with a nine-step guide to curtail the impact of non-native pests, including diseases, insects and animals. CAST is also introducing a new web-based directory of visuals to assist in the identification of these pests that are the source of an estimated $137 billion annual economic burden to the United States and are the second leading cause of species endangerment.” Steps outlined in the paper include implementing aggressive public information programs on global movement controls; adopting balanced, coherent, and realistic approaches to protecting plant, animal and environmental resources; decreasing biological uncertainties related to pest distribution, transit survival, establishment, and characteristics of potential losses; establishing risk standards for proposed introductions with a scientific basis for the standard regarding how much risk will be tolerated; and developing an ongoing process for periodic evaluation and assessment of risks and regulatory programs. Report summary at http://www.cast-science.org/pubs/ip20_nr.htm 


OTHER


Hypoallergenic Peanut Under Development
A March 6 Reuters article said that USDA scientists are working on developing a hypoallergenic peanut. Experts estimate that about 3 million Americans are allergic to peanuts. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020306/hl_nm/peanuts_1
Consumption of Tomato Products Linked to Lower Risk of Prostate Cancer
According to “A Prospective Study of Tomato Products, Lycopene, and Prostate Cancer Risk,” published in the March 6 Journal of the National Cancer Institute, frequent consumption of tomato products is associated with a lower risk of prostate cancer. Abstract at http://jncicancerspectrum.oupjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/jnci;94/5/391 
###
Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 850 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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