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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY 
Demand for Biotech Seed Projected to Increase Annually by 12 Percent

The March 22 issue of SeedWeek reported that a market study released by the research firm The Freedonia Group says the world demand for biotech seeds is projected to increase 12 percent annually to $3.8 billion in 2006. It also says that arable land devoted to biotech crops is expected to increase 7.2 percent per year to 184 million acres over the same period. The United States, Argentina, Canada, and China will account for nearly 85 percent of total global biotech seed sales in 2006 with China generating the fastest growth in all markets and emerging as one of the most diversified producers of biotech crops. Soybeans, corn and cotton will continue to make up almost 90 percent of global demand for biotech seed through 2008, they say. Soybeans will remain the largest biotech crop through 2011 and nutritionally enhanced rice the most significant new biotech crop. This crop is expected to generate biotech seed sales of $1.3 billion in 2011. Research reports available for a fee at http://www.freedoniagroup.com/life_sciences.html
Europe Studies Gene Flow from Biotech Crops to Wild Relatives

The European Environment Agency issued the report “Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs): The Significance of Gene Flow Through Pollen Transfer.” It considers the significance of pollen-mediated gene flow from six major crop types that have been genetically modified and are close to commercial release in the European Union. The study found that oilseed rape, sugar beet and maize had a medium to high likelihood of transferring genetic material. Potatoes, wheat and barley were unlikely to cross-breed. These crops are being reviewed to assess their potential environmental and agronomic impacts. There is also a short review on the status of biotech fruit crops in Europe. Report at http://www.eea.eu.int  Related March 15 Reuters story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020315/sc_nm/environment_eu_genes_dc_1&printer=1 
China to Issue Preliminary Certificates to Biotech Importers 
China will provide preliminary safety certificates within 30 days of importers providing a valid country of origin or third nation safety document as part of transitional rules for clearing imports of biotech crops, according to a March 11 Dow Jones article. The compromise deal, thrashed out during talks with U.S. Trade Representative negotiators, will remain in force until Dec. 20, the Chinese Ministry of Agriculture said. The transitional regulations should ensure that normal trade continues after the introduction of new safety certification and labeling rules for biotech imports as of March 20. Such applications will be approved or disapproved based on biotech safety management laws issued by China’s State Council on March 23 and regulations issued on Jan. 5. However, to prevent trade disruptions during the 270-day waiting period for approval, the Ministry will allow foreign companies to apply for preliminary certification. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/dowjones/20020311/bs_dowjones/china_to_issue_preliminary_biotecho_certificates_to_importers
China Complicates Issues with New Biotech Crop Rules 

According to a March 20 Reuters article, China has still not issued permits to foreign firms to import biotech crops, undermining a Sino-U.S. compromise to resume soybean trade there. China’s Agriculture Ministry issued a supplementary set of rules a day before resumption of biotech imports. Markets celebrated briefly after China agreed over a week ago to issue temporary safety certificates to kick-start stalled trade, especially in soybeans where a billion dollars worth of trade a year with the United States is at stake. “Some foreign firms did not provide enough material as required by the regulations, especially on safety evaluation,” said a ministry official, Reuters reported. “We can’t make our judgment based on the materials they provided.” Foreign companies affected scrambled to re-submit applications for labeling imports under the supplementary rules issued by the Ministry online at http://www.agri.gov.cn (in Chinese). Previously, only local firms needed to submit such applications, traders said, Reuters noted. Chinese orders for soybeans have not resumed as none of the foreign firms that have applied for safety certificates have received them. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/020320/sha8273_1.html   Related March 21 Dow Jones story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/dowjones/20020321/bs_dowjones/china_seeks_more_detail_in_requests_received_for_biotecho_cft&printer=1  Related March 21 China Farmers’ Daily story at http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/news/cb/2002-03-21/61968.html
Brazil Approves Bill on Biotech Foods Amidst Protesters
Brazil moved closer to lifting a long-standing ban on biotech crops, despite demonstrators’ attempt to derail a bill that defines guidelines for the sale of biotech foods there, said a March 12 Reuters article. After protesters were wrestled down off assembly members’ tables in Congress, the Committee on GMO Foods approved the bill which would give the government’s regulatory body on biotechnology, CTNBio, the authority to recommend biotech products for import or sale in Brazil. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/020312/n12316948_1.html
EU Supports Government Plan to Adopt Biotech Crops

The European Union (EU) gave its full backing to the European Commission’s (EC’s) life sciences and biotechnology strategy, which makes way for new biotech product approvals, reported the March 22 issue of SeedWeek. The EC estimates that by 2005, the European biotechnology market, of which agriculture is a part, could be worth over 100 billion euros and 2000 billion by the end of the decade.

Agricultural Biotechnology to Boom in India

Industry experts say the biotech industry in India will grow to 10 billion rupees by 2002-2003 and to 20 billion rupees by 2007 with most of the growth coming in agriculture, according to the March 22 issue of SeedWeek.

Labeling and Advertising of Biotech Crops and Food in the Republic of Korea 

A March 18 Global  Agriculture  Information  Network (GAIN) report from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) noted that Korea has two new laws in effect related to biotech crops. The first report, “Biotech Labeling for Unprocessed Potatoes,” noted that as of March 1, 2002, the Korean Ministry of Agriculture & Forestry requires unprocessed potatoes containing a 3-percent or higher biotech component to be labeled as such. Other such commodities subject to labeling include biotech corn, soybeans and soybean sprouts. The second report, “Indication of Presence of Biotech Component in Advertisement,” said that effective July 1, 2002, advertisers will be required to indicate the biotech component in a biotech food advertised in print or on television. Labeling report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135683693  
Advertising report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135683694
Japan Issues Biotech Food Labeling Standards
A March 18 USDA-FAS GAIN report said that in February 2002, Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) announced a revised labeling proposal that adds potato products to its biotech labeling scheme. The new labeling requirement will be implemented as of Jan. 1, 2003. An unofficial FAS/Tokyo translation of MAFF’s Biotech Food Labeling Standards at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135683696
FDA Biotech-Free Labeling Guidelines Delayed 
The March 21 Associated Press reported that companies wishing to label food as free of biotech ingredients will have to wait until the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) decides how to ensure labeling that is “truthful and not misleading.” The food would have to be tested by manufacturers and checked periodically by federal inspectors to make sure it does not contain biotech ingredients, said the FDA. FDA proposed labeling rules for non-biotech foods in January 2001, but it could be months or even years before the rules are finalized. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020321/ap_on_bi_ge/biotech_food_1&printer=1
Canada May Leave Biotech Labeling Decision up to Parliament
A March 15 USDA-FAS GAIN report said that the March 11 Ottawa Citizen noted that a liberal member of the Canadian Parliament is confident that the government will “bite the bullet” on mandatory biotech food labeling. It is predicted that the House of Commons Agriculture and Health Committees will reach different conclusions on the issue, leaving it up to the Canadian cabinet to break the deadlock. A bill (C-287) introduced last year would have forced labeling of biotech foods, but it was defeated last fall by a vote of 126-91. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135683714

Mandatory Biotech Labeling in Canada Could Alienate United States
Peter Phillips, co‑chair of the Canadian Biotechnology Advisory Committee (CBAC), told the House of Commons Standing Committee on Health that mandatory biotech food labeling would likely violate trade agreements and trigger a trade war with the United States. He noted that Canada’s food industry is heavily export‑oriented and integrated with its U.S. counterpart. “It would undoubtedly complicate our relations with our major trading partner, the United States, and complicate the access of our market into to their market and vice versa,” he said. Canada’s Standing Committee on Health will examine throughout 2002 a range of issues related to biotech food labeling and produce a report with recommendations on the best options for meeting consumer information needs. CBAC comments at http://www.cbac-cccb.ca/english/news/newsItem.aro?newsid=29
Philippines to Require Verification of Biotech Crop Imports 
A March 13 Dow Jones article reported that Philippine importers of agricultural products will soon be required to certify whether or not their products contain biotech ingredients, according to the Philippine Department of Agriculture. It is expected to issue the guidelines shortly. According to a department official, such certification will be required from importers of soybeans, corn, potatoes and other biotech crops imported from the United States, Argentina, South Africa and other countries growing biotech crops. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/dowjones/20020313/bs_dowjones/philippines_to_require_verification_of_biotecho_crop_imports&printer=1
Biotech Crop and Food Regulation in Saudi Arabia 

On March 14, the USDA-FAS issued a GAIN report on Saudi Arabian biotech event testing. On March 7, Saudi Arabia confirmed that it contracted with King Faisal Hospital to do biotech testing and that the hospital subcontracts with Genetic ID to do the tests for them overseas until it gets laboratories in place in about a month. The government approved the PCR Real Time Method for biotech testing and has set a 1 percent threshold to account for cross pollination. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200203/135683674.pdf
Thailand Senate Moves to Lift Ban on Biotech Field Trials

Asian news sources report the Senate in Thailand is urging the government to lift the ban on field trials of biotech plants, said the March 15 issue of SeedWeek. “How can people know if GMOs are safe if field trials are prohibited? So, please lift the ban and allow farmers to produce GMO products commercially,” said the chair of Thailand’s Senate Agriculture Panel. 

Hong Kong Invests in Biotech Sector
“Given its diminished role as a gateway to China, one possibility the former colony is studying is becoming a life-sciences hub,” said the March 18 issue of Business Week. “After all, biotech and life sciences seem to be up-and-coming industries, and Hong Kong enjoys a unique position to take advantage of greater interest in the herbal and other cures that Chinese have been using for centuries. Local industry advocates believe Hong Kong companies can help with research into how to expand the uses of traditional Chinese medicine.” Story at http://www.businessweek.com:/print/bwdaily/dnflash/mar2002/nf20020318_0352.htm?mainwindow
USDA Seeks Comments on Deregulating New Biotech Cotton
USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) announced in the March 18 Federal Register receipt of a petition from Monsanto Company seeking deregulation of cotton bioengineered for insect resistance. APHIS is soliciting public comments on whether the biotech event in cotton event presents a plant pest risk as well as on an environmental assessment for the proposed deregulated status. Comments due to APHIS by May 17. Federal Register notice at 
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-6458-filed
EPA Seeks Comments on Deregulating Rootworm Resistant Corn
EPA announced in the March 13 Federal Register receipt of a Monsanto petition requesting the agency to approve for full commercial use (deregulate) the biotech event MON 863. This event would be used in rootworm resistant corn containing the plant-incorporated protectant Bacillus thuringiensis Cry3Bb protein and the genetic material (Vector ZMIR13L) necessary for its production in corn. Comments due to EPA by April 12. Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-5869-filed 

Farm and Industry Groups Oppose Biotech Release Moratorium
Federated Farmers of New Zealand told a Parliamentary Select Committee considering the amendment bill for the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act that the government’s announced two-year moratorium (as of October 31, 2001) on biotech product applications is unnecessary and will stifle research and development, a March 12 USDA-FAS GAIN report said.  The farm group noted that the moratorium will hinder research and ultimately, the competitiveness of the agricultural industry. It added that imposing non-scientific restrictions on commercialization of biotech products will cause slow or negative capital flows into New Zealand’s biotech sector. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135683639
U.S. Oilseed Production to Go Up, But Maybe Not Chinese Imports
Overall U.S. production of oilseeds is forecast to rise in 2002, according to a March 18 USDA-FAS report. China’s biotech rules will have a significant impact on oilseed imports, but to what degree remains to be seen. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135683695
WHO Commissions Study on Biotech Food Safety
The World Health Organization’s Food Safety Programme has commissioned an evidence-based study of human health and biotech food products. The study begins in February 2002 and a draft report is to be completed by late 2002. The study involves a wide range of stakeholders, including FAO, OECD and other international organizations. The study will gather and review data from a variety of international sources related to food safety, nutrition, environmental health and food security. Information at http://www.who.int/fsf/GMfood/index.htm  
Shareholders of Anheuser-Busch Company Push for Biotech Beer Labeling
Two large shareholders want the brewing company to identify and label all of its products that may contain biotech ingredients, reported the March 15 issue of SeedWeek. The company is urging shareholders to vote against the proposal when they meet April 24. A similar proposal was defeated last year by 96 percent of Bud shareholders. Bud and Bud Light do not include any biotech corn in their recipes. But other Anheuser-Busch beers do. 
Developing Nations Encouraged to Partner with Biotech Companies 
A March 16 Reuters article reported that delegates at a conference said that developing nations need to invest much more in biotech research. They said developing countries need to form joint research ventures with multinational companies in order to share the spoils of new patents from advances in biotechnology. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020316/sc_nm/food_biotech_dc_1&printer=1
Cloning Sends Companies Clamoring for Patents 
The March 25 issue of Business Week discussed “The Clone Wars” among biotech companies over cloning patents. “What do you get when you combine three biotech companies, a handful of patents, and a Noah’s Ark full of cloned animals?” the magazine asked. “A messy fight for control over one of biology’s most promising new fields.” More significantly―if the ethical issues are ironed out―scientists might someday use the animal cloning techniques to produce human stem cells for use in repairing damaged organs or tissues. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
Ethical Issues in Agricultural Globalization and Intensification 

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) released on March 20, a report of the March 18-20 meeting of the FAO Independent Panel on Ethics in Food and Agriculture. It presents conclusions of the panel’s discussions on ethics, globalization of food and agriculture and sustainable agricultural intensification. Report at http://www.fao.org/Ethics/exp_en.htm
CBI Survey Shows Consumer Information Key to Biotech Food Acceptance 
According to a recent survey conducted by the Council for Biotechnology Information, the majority of U.S. consumers, who are aware of agricultural biotechnology, are supportive of it. This conclusion is based on a total of 2,010 interviews conducted among a national random sample of adults Nov. 1-17, 2001. The survey also showed that awareness of the Council’s advertising remains strong (one-third recalled seeing an ad on TV). Of those, two-thirds said the ad made them feel more positive about biotechnology. For complete survey results, e-mail Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
UK Geneticist Says Consumer-Oriented Biotech Products Needed
A March 17 Reuters article quoted a prominent geneticist about consumer acceptance of biotech foods. “We will not go forward at all simply by reassuring consumers from a scientific viewpoint,” said Brian Johnson of the British government’s nature conservation agency. “They are thoroughly convinced that all the benefits are there for the biotech companies and all the risks are for them.” He pressed for biotech products that directly benefit consumers. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020317/sc_nm/food_biotech_safety_dc_1&printer=1

Food for Health Conference to be in Minneapolis May 19-21 
From edible vaccines to nutritionally enhanced foods designed to ward off disease, the Foods for Health conference will focus on integrating medicine and food. The conference, May 19-21 in Minneapolis, will be hosted by the University of Minnesota’s College of Agricultural, Food and Environmental Sciences, and the Academic Health Center. This ag biotech conference will bring together nationally renowned food and health scientists with ethicists and consumer experts. To register or for more information, go to www.coafes.umn.edu/nabc2002.


AGROTERRORISM

Analysis of Threat of Bioterrorism Attack on U.S. Food Supply 

The March 9 issue of The Lancet contains an article “Threat of a Biological Terrorist Attack on the U.S. Food Supply: The CDC Perspective," by scientists with the National Center for Infectious Diseases of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The article covers the vulnerability of the U.S. food supply; potential biological agents; agencies with a role in foodborne disease outbreaks; detection of an attack; surveillance; diagnosis and characterization of foodborne biological agents; recognition of an attack and response; communications; preparedness; conclusions; and references. The report notes that preparedness entails augmenting the traditional public-health infrastructure to enhance disease surveillance, increasing capacity for laboratory detection, rapidly investigating and controlling outbreaks, and developing capacity for response to mass-casualty disasters. Report at http://www.thelancet.com/journal under the heading “Public Health.”
FARM POLICY  

Congress Reaches Consensus on Farm Spending 
The March 20 Associated Press reported that with agreements in hand on a broad agricultural spending plan, congressional negotiators hope to finish work in April on an overhaul of farm and nutrition programs. Under the deal, subsidies for grain, cotton and other crops would increase by 70 percent. Spending on conservation programs that subsidize improvements in farm practices and idle environmentally sensitive land would go up by 80 percent. Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman said Congress is running out of time to enact new programs for 2002 crops. Story at ttp://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020320/ap_on_go_co/congress_farmers_60&printer=1

More Dirt on Farms with Pending Legislation 

“[Farm bill] legislation in Congress is already outrageous, but it may soon become more so,” said an editorial in the March 16 Chicago Tribune. The House bill would give an additional $48.8 billion to farmers over a decade. The Senate version is almost as expensive as the House one. “These farm payments are obscene because they are partly self-defeating,” the editorial said.  “The subsidies stimulate extra planting, which pushes farm prices down, [leaving] farmers more dependent upon subsidies … The more money that is spent on production subsidies, the less there is for the parts of the farm bill that serve a legitimate purpose, [such as environmental] conservation … The Senate’s Democratic leaders naturally want to win farm states and they don’t like to be outbid by the House Republicans when it comes to bribing farmers. But the Democrats should also consider their prospects elsewhere―in states whose taxpayers have to foot the bill for those bribes and whose environmental groups will be annoyed if conservation promises prove empty. It is up to non-farm state Democrats to press their constituents’ interests [and] up to Mr. Daschle to listen to them.” Editorial at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A35837-2002Mar15.html
Fee Increase for Federal Seed Testing and Certification Services 
The USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service issued a final rule in the March 14 Federal Register to increase the hourly rate for voluntary Federal seed testing and certification services and establishing a fee for issuing preliminary test reports. The rate was increased to cover increases in employee salaries, rent, supplies, equipment, and other agency costs. A new fee was established to recover the cost of providing preliminary test reports. Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-6142-filed  

Obscure Minnesota Law to Boost Vegetable Oil Sales

Believed to be the first state to do so, the Minnesota legislature has passed a bill that would require all diesel fuel sold in the state to contain a small percentage of vegetable oil-based fuel. By a 78 to 53 vote, the Minnesota House of Representatives passed the biodiesel bill that proponents claim will open new markets for soybean growers across the state. The Minnesota Senate also approved the bill by a 55 to 11 vote, and it will now be sent to the Governor for his signature. Representative Bob Ness (R-Dassel) said the passage of this bill was long overdue in a March 12 news release at http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/GOP/goppress/Ness/0311bnbi.htm Bill text at http://ww3.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp
Brakes Put on Ethanol Industry Build-Up in California

California Governor Gray Davis announced in a March 15 news release a delay of the deadline for removing MTBE (methyl tertiary butyl ether) from California’s gasoline supply until Jan. 1, 2004. In 1999, Davis signed an order for MTBE to be out of Californian gas by the end of 2002. The refining industry agreed to comply and the buildup of U.S. ethanol plants increased. By the end of this year, more than 25 new ethanol plants will be opened and several expansions will be completed, increasing ethanol production capacity by more than one billion gallons per year. The demand for grain created by ethanol production increases net farm income and commodity value. Release at http://www.governor.ca.gov/state/govsite/gov_html under “Press Releases.”
ERS Forecasts U.S. and World Grain, Soybean and Cotton Supply-Use
Long-term baseline forecasts for U.S. field crops and livestock were published by USDA’s Economic Research Service on March 15. Projections to 2011 cover corn, sorghum, barley, oats, wheat, rice, soybeans, and upland cotton. Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/data/baseline
INDUSTRY NEWS 
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Monsanto Tries to Get China’s Approval for Biotech Soybeans

On March 14, Monsanto Company submitted its regulatory data on Roundup Ready soybeans to the Chinese government to enable continued import of these beans. The submission was the first under China’s new biotechnology regulations. Monsanto said that by March 20, it will have submitted to the Chinese data on its other biotech products, including YieldGard™ and Roundup Ready™ corn, Roundup Ready™ canola, and Bollgard™ and Roundup Ready™ cotton. Information on China safety certificate registration form at http://www.monsanto.com/monsanto/products/news/other/ChinaTradeInfo.html
Doane Does Market Research on Demand for Rootworm Resistant Corn
Doane Marketing Research reported that it is conducting a 12-state market research study on corn growers’ level of interest in rootworm resistant hybrid corn seed. Study results available by subscription as of April 5 at http://www.doane.com/research.php
Bayer Awaits Approval on Aventis CropScience Acquisition
On March 15, Bayer AG submitted its proposal to acquire Aventis CropScience for US$6.4 billion and expects a decision by April 22. The head of Bayer’s Crop Protection unit told Reuters that he expects U.S. regulators to grant approval around the same time. The acquisition would move Bayer from number seven to two in the $30 billion-a-year agrochemicals market, behind Swiss-based Syngenta AG. Investor relation reports at http://www.investor.bayer.com/index.cfm?PAGE_ID=706
Scotts Acquires Lawn Company

In a March 14 news release, The Scotts Company, a global leader in the lawn and garden industry, announced that Scotts LawnService acquired The Lawn Company, a major lawn care service company in the Boston area. With this and previous acquisitions, as well as new expansion markets in 2002, Scotts LawnService now has company-owned operations in 35 markets, 30 of which are in the top 100 lawn service markets in the country. In addition, Scotts LawnService has franchises operating in 46 markets. Scotts LawnService is the nation’s second largest player in the $3.6 billion “do-it-for-me” lawn service market. Release at
http://www.smgnyse.com/html/press_display.cfm?id=111

Agway to Spin Off Farm Seed Business with Agronomy Unit
In a March 6 company news release, Agway announced that it seeks to divest four lines of business, including Telmark, Agway Insurance, Agronomy and Seedway. An Agway Farm Seed employee noted that the farm seed business is part of Agway’s agronomy business, separate from Seedway. It will be sold as part of the agronomy business which includes crop centers, fertilizer facilities, and seed warehouses. Agway Farm Seed includes forages, soybeans and corn. Release at http://www.agway.com/pr.html 

All Rows Lead to Chicago for FIS Congress in May 2002
The International Seed Trade Federation (FIS) and International Association of Plant Breeders (ASSINSEL) will merge and host their 53rd World Seed Congress in Chicago, Ill., May 26-30, 2002. The conference theme, “All Rows Lead to Chicago,” reflects the global impact of the seed industry. This congress will be the first held in the United States in 16 years. Online information and registration at http://www.worldseed2002.com.

First Charity Par-Tee at FIS Congress May 26

On Sun., May 26, the first “Charity Par-Tee” will be held at the FIS Congress. This international golf tournament will benefit UNICEF, an international charity that advocates for children’s basic needs, such as adequate food and nutrition. All profits from the event will be given to UNICEF. The event will be at Whisper Creek Golf Course outside of Chicago. For more information, go to http://www.worldseed2002.com/golf.asp
Join Boston Book Club for ASTA Annual Convention 
ASTA’s 2002 Annual Convention in Boston June 23-26 will feature Nobel Laureate James Watson, Ph.D., and Juan Enriquez of Harvard’s Life Science Project, both of whom have written compelling books on DNA’s double helix and modern biotechnology, respectively, which take one “back to the future.” Meeting Program Chair RB Halaby has given these books and three others related to agricultural biotechnology “two thumbs up.” Book reviews and meeting information at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_index.asp
Boston Tee Party June 23

The “Boston Tee Party,” ASTA’s golf outing of the year, will be on Sun., June 23. The tournament will be played near Boston at the Sheraton Colonial Golf Club. This classically designed golf course plays over gently rolling hills, through mature woodlands, and around or over a number of scenic lakes and marshes. It offers an exciting challenge for golfers of every caliber. Registration at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_reg.asp  Golf sponsorship information at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_sponsor.asp   

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
USTR Seeks Public Comments on Global Trade Negotiations 
The office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) said in the March 19 Federal Register that it seeks public comments on U.S. negotiating objectives and country and item-specific priorities for negotiations resulting from the WTO’s Fourth Ministerial Conference in November 2001. WTO Trade Ministers at this meeting approved a declaration launching new global trade negotiations and a work program and a declaration on Intellectual Property Protection (TRIPS). Comments due to the USTR by May 1. Further information on the WTO declarations online at http://www.wto.org and at http://www.ustr.gov. USTR Federal Register notice at 
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-6606-filed 

U.S. Pursuing Free Trade in Central America 
Encouraged by the progress of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the United States is starting talks with Central American countries on a possible free trade agreement there, noted the March 21 Associated Press. The talks are part of an ongoing push for an eventual Free Trade Area of the Americas agreement. Both Washington and Mexico have touted NAFTA as the tool that has brought the two countries closer and tripled commerce between them. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020321/ap_on_re_la_am_ca/centam_free_trade_1&printer=1
Trade Barriers Get in Way of Financial Aid to Developing Countries
A March 21 Reuters article reported that international agencies warned developed countries that billions of dollars in aid for developing countries will only benefit them if trade barriers are removed. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020321/wl_nm/un_development_dc_18&printer=1
U.S. Wheat Industry Calls for Increased Trade Opportunities
In its March 22 WheatLetter, the U.S. Wheat Associates reported that representatives of the wheat industry urged Farm Bill conferees to remember the importance of trade programs for U.S. agriculture. Without aggressive efforts around the world to promote agricultural products, improve market access and service customers, the dollars included in the commodity title of the farm bill will not be enough to ensure the long-term success and viability of U.S. agriculture, the representatives said. 

U.S. Exporters Sell More Food to Cuba

According to a March 14 Reuters article, U.S. exporters sold farm goods to Cuba for a second consecutive week, the USDA said, as Congressional negotiators mulled whether to allow private financing of U.S. food sales to the communist-ruled island. Unidentified companies sold 36,300 tons of U.S. soybeans, 26,100 tons of corn and 10,000 tons of rice to Cuba the week of March 7. U.S. companies sold soybeans to Cuba the previous week and a variety of commodities in November 2001 after Hurricane Michelle struck the island. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/020314/n14146697_1.html

Russian Government Approves Bill for Farmland Sales 
The March 14 Associated Press reported that Russia’s government approved a bill allowing sales of farmland, a move that liberals say is crucial to market reforms but that many Russians fear will deprive farmers of their soil. The bill is certain to meet fierce debate in the State Duma, where it must now be sent for review. Most Russian farmland remains the property of collective farms whose structure has changed little since the Soviet era, when the state controlled economic production. The fate of farmland has been one of the most sensitive debates in post-Soviet Russia, with parliament repeatedly resisting efforts to put into effect a clause in the 1993 constitution allowing for land sales. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/ap/020314/russia_land_1.html
INVASIVE SPECIES

Noxious Weed Regulation Comments Due March 29 

Comments on USDA-APHIS’ proposed changes to its draft noxious weed regulations are due on March 29. If the plan presented in this draft document is accepted, some changes to the noxious weeds regulations and noxious weeds policy will ensue. APHIS’ draft document at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/weeds/weedsjan2002-pub.pdf 
For more information, go to http://www.amseed.com/intl_noxweeds.asp
OTHER 

USDA Studies Impact of Grass Seed Fields on Water Quality
USDA’s Agricultural Research Service (ARS) issued a March 14 news release about the movement of fertilizers and other chemicals from farm land to streams and rivers. ARS scientists at the Forage Seed and Cereal Research Center, Corvallis, Ore., are investigating whether certain farming practices affect water quality in western Oregon, northern California and eastern Washington. Once the study is complete, if the researchers find farming practices affect water quality, they will advise farmers of ways to protect water resources. ARS has found that perennial ryegrass, like grass buffer strips, can effectively take up applied nitrogen fertilizers so there is little impact on water quality in nearby streams. Research is under way to see how grass seed fields influence the habitat of salmon and steelhead trout that are protected by the Federal Endangered Species Act. The researchers are also studying how conservation practices used on rangeland and irrigated farms and on Kentucky bluegrass grass seed farms affect water quality. Release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020314.htm 
Genetic Cost of Reproductive Assurance in Self-Fertilizing Plant
In a letter to Nature on March 21, Queen’s University of Ontario discussed its research on the transition from outcrossing to self-fertilization in plants. “Reproductive assurance, where self-fertilization ensures seed production when pollinators and/or potential mates are scarce, is the most long-standing and most widely accepted explanation for the evolution of selfing, but there have been few experimental tests of this hypothesis,” the researchers wrote. “Here we combine experimental measures of reproductive assurance with marker-gene estimates of self-fertilization, seed discounting and inbreeding depression to show that reproductive assurance through self-fertilization increases seed production, but this benefit is greatly outweighed by severe seed discounting and inbreeding depression.” Nature letter available through subscription at www.nature.com
FAO Delivers Wheat Seeds to Afghan Farmers
The FAO recently delivered wheat seeds and fertilizers to thousands of impoverished farming families in drought-hit northern Afghanistan to help them grow food, said a March 14 Reuters article. The FAO has provided a total of about 1,500 tons of wheat seeds and fertilizers to 30,000 families in rural areas of northern Afghanistan for spring planting. A lengthy drought and conflict have devastated farming in the region, where production of the staple wheat relies on rain. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.

Cure Sought for Potato Late Blight Fungus 
The potato late blight fungus, which caused the great Irish famine, is even more dangerous now than it was the year it made its apocalyptic debut, reported the March 18 Washington Post. “Thumbing its nose at modern science, it remains today the most pernicious and persistent plant disease on Earth,” the Post said. In the developing world alone, the blight causes $2.75 billion in crop losses a year. Story at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A42491-2002Mar17.html
Tobacco Road Nears Dead End in Maryland 
The March 20 Washington Post reported that Maryland tobacco production has dropped from more than 38 million pounds in 1982 to 8.1 million in 2001, according to state officials. Nearly 75% of southern Maryland tobacco farmers have agreed to stop growing the crop as of next year in return for state funds, according to an official administering the program. The demise of tobacco has been cheered by many. But not in Maryland, where farmers associate it less with cigarettes and more with their forefathers. Story at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A52928-2002Mar19.html
Trying Times Lead to Living in Bin 
”One man’s corn bin has become another man’s castle,” said the March 20 Associated Press. In need of a new home in the midst of a divorce, a man transformed a galvanized steel grain bin into a cozy one-bedroom house with kitchen cabinets, modern appliances and a king-size bed.

“In any divorce, the man gets his underwear and toothbrush and hits the road,” he said. “There was no doubt I would need a place to live. I thought, ‘It might as well be here.’ I never liked to rent anything.” The bin, a steel cylinder 27 feet wide by 21 feet high, is topped by a cone-shaped metal roof. Except for the white front door, new windows, and a satellite dish, his house resembles all other grain bins in rural Georgia. Story at 
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020320/ap_on_bi_ge/farm_scene_84&printer=1
###

Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 850 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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