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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY  

China to Draft Biosafety Law for Seed and Food 
The April 9 Associated Press reported that China’s State Environmental Protection Administration is planning to draft its first law to regulate agricultural biotechnology, according to a state newspaper. Under the law, ag biotech products would undergo risk evaluation and inspections to protect the ecosystem and human health. The law would spell out rules for evaluating and inspecting imports, including biotech seeds. Rules drafted by China’s Ministry of Agriculture on trade in biotech farm products took effect March 20, requiring process labeling for all imported biotech soybeans, corn, rapeseed, cottonseed and tomatoes. After the United States contested the rules, China promised to issue preliminary approvals during a nine-month transition period that runs through December 2002 in order to avoid trade disruptions. Story at 
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020409/ap_wo_en_ge/china_biotech_1

China to Make Rice Genome Sequence Publicly Available
The Beijing Genomics Institute has produced a draft sequence of indica rice that it plans to make publicly available to further rice research. Researchers recently published the paper “A Draft Sequence of the Rice Genome” in Science magazine. They found that rice has 46,000 to 55,600 genes, while the human genome has only 30,000 to 40,000. The Institute is the first to release the full rice sequence to public databases. In the future, the research team plans to produce a more detailed sequence to integrate with physical and genetic maps of the rice genome. The more detailed sequence should reveal any gaps in the current draft that may contain genes, and place all the genes into functional categories. The Institute is also involved in the sequencing of two other varieties of rice, as well as the genomes of maize, pig and chicken. More information at http://btn.genomics.org.cn/rice

Philippines to Enhance Regulatory Capability for Biotech Crops
On April 15, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) released a report on the Philippines’ issuance of Department Administrative Order (DAO) governing the importation and release into the environment of biotech plants and related products. This action is to ensure that a responsive regulatory system is in place as a precautionary approach in dealing with biotech products. The order will be in effect until June 30, 2003. The DAO specifies that regulated products may only be imported or released into the environment if a risk assessment is performed. Field testing of regulated articles are also required under contained conditions. The scale of field trials will be based on the risk assessment data. USDA-FAS report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135683950  Philippines Administrative Order to be posted at http://www.da.gov.ph/welcome.html under “Agri Laws. 
European Commission Debates Adventitious Biotech Proposal

The European Commission is deliberating a proposal for the allowance of the adventitious presence of genetically modified material in conventional seeds, noted the April 12 issue of SeedWeek. The proposal contains thresholds of 0.3 percent for cotton, 0.5 percent for tomatoes, beet, corn and potatoes, and 0.7 percent for soybeans. Seed that exceeds these thresholds are to be labeled as containing a biotech event, not banned, as originally proposed.


Nature Papers Contest Adventitious Biotech Finding in Mexican Corn
Three papers by different scientists that questioned the finding of a U.S. biotech event in native Mexican corn include “Suspect Evidence of Transgenic Contamination” at http://www.nature.com/nlink/v416/n6881/abs/nature738_fs.html, 

“Maize Transgene Results in Mexico are Artefacts” at http://www.nature.com/nlink/v416/n6881/abs/nature739_fs.html and “Suspect Evidence of Transgenic Contamination/Maize Transgene Results in Mexico are Artefacts” at http://www.nature.com/nlink/v416/n6881/abs/nature740_fs.html
USDA-ARS Discovers Tomato Ripening Gene
The USDA’s Agricultural Research Service (ARS) announced the discovery of a gene that makes tomatoes ripen in an April 11 news release. This breakthrough may lead to tastier tomatoes, according to an article in the April 12 issue of Science magazine. ARS researchers in Ithaca, N.Y., along with scientists from the Boyce Thompson Institute for Plant Research at Cornell University, Texas A&M University, and Jealott’s Hill Research Station in the United Kingdom, have developed new scientific information about the ripening-inhibitor gene in tomatoes. ARS news release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020411.htm  Science article at http://www.sciencemag.org/ with paid subscription or registration. Related April 11 MSNBC story at http://www.msnbc.com/news/737405.asp?cp1=1#BODY
Biotech Plants Could Make Protein Used in Human Insulin

The April 12 issue of CropBiotech Net reported that the first scale-up manufacturing from biotech plants of a protein used in pharmaceutical production is being pioneered by ProdiGene, Inc. Trypsin is a protein used in cell culture, wound markets, and as an intermediary in the production of pharmaceuticals, such as human insulin. Traditionally, it has been derived from bovine animals. ProdiGene plans to market non-animal derived trypsin by the end of 2002 and scale-up production to meet full market demand by 2003. Meanwhile, ProdiGene is working with the National Institutes of Health to develop an edible AIDS vaccine with biotech corn. Related Prodigene news release at http://www.prodigene.com/0501.htm
USDA-ERS Offers New Web Pages on Ag Biotech
“Agricultural biotechnology is rewriting the rules in several key areas—agricultural research policy, industry structure, production and marketing, consumer preference, and world food demand—and public policy is struggling to keep up,” noted the USDA’s Economic Research Service in a new online biotech overview. Topics include the adoption of biotechnology and its production impacts; biotech marketing, labeling, and trade; and biotech research and the input industry. Web site at http://www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/Biotechnology/index.htm
 

AGROTERRORISM

White House Summarizes Post-911 Security Measures

“Immediately following the tragic events of September 11, departments and agencies from across the federal government took steps to strengthen the safety and security of the American people,” said the White House in an April 11 news release. “At the Federal level, a total of $10.6 billion from the Fiscal Year 2002 Emergency Budget Supplemental was dedicated to homeland security.” With respect to agriculture, this funding included strengthening systems to prevent, detect and eliminate threats to agriculture and the food supply, such as pest and animal disease prevention, food safety, research, laboratory upgrades, stepped up security at key facilities and improved inspection and testing of products destined for U.S. consumer markets. Release at http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/04/print/20020411-8.html
FARM POLICY  

Bush Sides With House on Farm Bill 
According to the April 9 Associated Press, leaders of a House-Senate conference committee said they hoped to finish work on a compromise farm bill by the end of this month. But they first have to settle their dispute over whether the bulk of farm payments should be tied to swings in crop prices and production—the approach favored by Senate Democrats—or whether more money should go toward fixed annual payments, favored by House Republicans and the Bush administration. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020410/ap_on_go_pr_wh/congress_farmers_69  Related story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020410/ap_to_po/congress_farmers_75

Farm Bill Leaders Inch Closer to Resolution
An April 14 Reuters article added that despite the recent progress in the House and Senate committee discussions, a sizeable gulf remained on commodity supports, land stewardship, meatpacker ban on owning cattle, country-of-origin labeling for farm products. Story at  http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020415/pl_nm/congress_farm_dc_1


Farm Bill on Line for 2002 Crops
Negotiations for a new farm bill are at a “critical stage,” Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman said, for both wrapping up the bill and applying it to this year’s crops, noted an April 15 Reuters article. Key negotiators were scheduled to meet later in the day for private discussions. They say they have made "significant progress" since the closed-door sessions began on Friday. Grain, cotton and soybean subsidies would climb by as much as $4.8 billion a year under the new farm bill. Lawmakers want to pass it by May 1. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
Grain Groups Press for Bush’s Trade Promotion Authority
The North American Export Grain Association and National Grain and Feed Association support President Bush’s call for the Senate to approve legislation granting the administration Trade Promotion Authority by April 22, according to an April 9 AgWeb.com article. Story at http://www.agweb.com/news_show_news_article.asp?file=AgNewsArticle_200249133_1111&articleID=87008&newscat=GN

ICGA Gives Take on Chinese Corn Exports 
An April 9 AgWeb.com article reported that the Illinois Corn Growers Association said “there seems to be a lot of confusion about how much corn China will export this year in the wake of their entry into the World Trade Organization (WTO) … The concern of course is that China was not expected to export much, if any, corn after their February entry into the WTO. Such exports become far less attractive with the suspension of subsidies in China.” Story at  http://www.agweb.com/sig_get_article.asp?file=AgNewsArticle_2002491038_3312&articleID=86994&sigcat=corn&newscat=GN
Soybean Planting Date Studies Show Late April to Mid-May Best
Soybean date of planting studies, conducted since 1987, show that highest yields were generally obtained with late April to early or mid-May planting, said an April 10 AgWeb.com article. The studies were conducted in 34 environments in five major soybean-producing states by Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc. Story at http://www.agweb.com/news_show_news_article.asp?file=AgNewsArticle_20024101416_4812&articleID=87062&newscat=GN
INDUSTRY NEWS 

Monsanto Seeking Full U.S. Regulatory Approval for Biotech Canola
Monsanto Co. said it was seeking full U.S. regulatory approval for a biotech event in canola that led to a product recall in Canada last year, according to an April 15 Reuters article. The biotech event, GT200, has already been approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency but has approvals pending from the USDA and Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Monsanto said it has not detected any of the event in U.S. seed it has tested. But trace amounts of GT200 were found last year in Canadian canola seed, leading the company to believe that the same is possible in the United States. “We’re in the process of going the extra mile in terms of regulatory clearances to provide assurance based on a seed replacement that we conducted fully a year ago. There’s been no new finding of GT200 even in Canada,” said Monsanto spokesman Loren Wassell. In any event, the FDA said in April 16 news reports that it deems GT200 safe for human consumption. Story at http://www.reuters.com/co_news_presentation.jhtml?type=companynews&provider=companynews&StoryID=817903&symbol1=MON&symbol2=MON.N
Round-Up Ready Wheat Has Promising Performance
In an April 9 news release, Monsanto said that years of field evaluations with Round-Up Ready wheat indicate that a single application of Roundup Ultra over the top of Roundup Ready spring wheat provides 95 to 100 percent control of nearly all broadleaf and grassy weed species. “The Roundup Ready gene is delivering greater tolerance to Roundup in wheat than we have seen in any other crop,” said Monsanto’s Global Wheat Team leader. With more than 500 million planted acres, wheat is the largest food grain grown in the world. U.S. farmers alone planted 59.6 million wheat acres in 2001. Monsanto release at http://www.monsanto.com/monsanto/media/02/02Apr9_Roundup.html
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
U.S. Planting Seed Big in Japan

The United States captured more than one-third of the Japanese market for planting seeds in 2000, accounting for $48 million in sales, according to Japanese import statistics, reported the April 2002 issue of Ag Exporter by the USDA-FAS. U.S. vegetable and forage seed were the biggest sellers. Story at http://www.fas.usda.gov/info/agexporter/2002/April/page15-16.pdf
Statistics on Japan’s market for planting seeds at http://www.fas.usda.gov by selecting “Attaché Reports” and following prompts.

China Plans to Improve Soybean Production

Soybean imports from the United States last year equaled China’s soybean harvest, reported the April 12 issue of SeedWeek. This fact is prompting China to adopt a soybean action plan for its northeastern Heilonjiang province, which includes building a soybean quality improvement station, seed production farm, and production base of 660,000 hectares. The import versus production disparity exists because U.S. soybeans can be imported for about half the amount it costs to produce soybeans in China. In addition, China says American soybeans crush out at 20 percent oil versus 17 percent for its domestic beans. 
USTR Zoellick Concerned About China Tariff Quota Delays 
An April 10 Dow Jones article reported that U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) Robert Zoellick said the United States is monitoring China’s allocation of tariff-rated quotas to ensure long delays in the process aren’t used as a cover for protectionism. China is expected to introduce a new tariff-rated quota system in 2002 as part of a commitment to the WTO to open its domestic market. The quotas and new tariff rates affect imports of bulk commodities such as oilseeds and grains and some industrial products. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/dowjones/20020410/bs_dowjones/ustr_zoellick_concerned_about_china_tariff_quota_delays 

Chinese Lawmakers Fear for Their Farmers 
The April 12 Associated Press reported that the plight of China’s 800 million farmers was an overriding theme at the annual meeting of the National People’s Congress in March 2002. Officials and lawmakers fretted that farmers are being left behind in China’s pursuit of economic growth, threatening social stability. Fears for farmers are sharpened by China’s entry into the WTO, which requires the opening of agricultural markets. The government says 20 million jobs may be lost as small, inefficient farms succumb to Australian, U.S. and other foreign competitors. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020412/ap_on_bi_ge/farm_scene_98

Zoellick Says U.S. Falling Behind on Free Trade
“The United States has been falling behind the rest of the world in pursuing trade agreements,” wrote USTR Robert Zoellick in an editorial in the April 14 New York Times[image: image1.emf]               American Seed Trade Association         E - NEWS UPDATE    April 16 , 200 2  

 

. “Worldwide, there are 150 regional free-trade and customs agreements; the United States is a party to only three. Each one sets new rules and opens markets for those that have signed on and creates hurdles for those outside the agreement. Trade legislation that could help remedy this imbalance is awaiting Senate consideration, [namely trade promotion authority and the Andean Trade Preference Act]. Prompt action is needed to clear the way for America’s international trade leadership and economic interests.” Editorial at http://www.nytimes.com/2002/04/14/opinion/14ZOEL.html?todaysheadlines

INVASIVE SPECIES

Beil Elected to Invasive Species Advisory Committee
Gary M. Beil, Ph.D., president and CEO of the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association, was selected by the national Invasive Species Council to serve on its Invasive Species Advisory Committee (ISAC), announced ASTA in an April 12 news release. The American Seed Trade Association nominated Beil last November to represent the interests of the seed industry on this committee. The ISAC was created to provide advice to the Council as authorized by Executive Order 13112 on a broad array of invasive species issues, including the prevention of new introductions, controlling existing invasive species, and minimizing their impacts on the economy, environment, and human health. Release at http://www.amseed.com/newsDetail.asp?id=53               

SEMINARS & EVENTS

Purdue Offers Strategic Customer Relationship Management Conference

Purdue University’s Center for Food and Agricultural Business is offering a seminar on developing and implementing customer relationship management strategies on May 6-7, 2002 in West Lafayette, Ind. Speakers featured are Jay Akridge, Ph.D., director of the center, and Paul Wang, Ph.D., of Northwestern University’s Integrated Marketing Communications program. More information at http://www.agecon.purdue.edu/cab
Food for Health Conference to be in Minneapolis May 19-21 
The University of Minnesota will host a “Foods for Health” conference May 19-21 in Minneapolis. More information at www.coafes.umn.edu/nabc2002 

All Rows Lead to Chicago for FIS Congress in May 2002
The International Seed Trade Federation (FIS) and International Association of Plant Breeders (ASSINSEL) will merge and host their 53rd World Seed Congress in Chicago, Ill., May 26-30, 2002. The conference theme, “All Rows Lead to Chicago,” reflects the global impact of the seed industry. This congress will be the first held in the United States in 16 years. The meeting will include sessions on seed issues of global importance and the first “Charity Par-Tee,” an international golf tournament benefiting UNICEF. Online information and registration at http://www.worldseed2002.com  

Boston Seed Party to Focus on Gene Revolution

ASTA’s 2002 Annual Convention in Boston June 23-26 will feature Nobel Laureate James Watson, Ph.D., and Juan Enriquez of Harvard’s Life Science Project, who will address the past and future developments in agricultural biotechnology, respectively. The meeting will feature other high-level speakers, optional tours, and the “Boston Tee Party,” ASTA’s golf outing of the year. More information and registration at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_index.asp
###

Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 850 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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