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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY  
Senate Declared National Biotechnology Week 
April 21 through 28 was designated “National Biotechnology Week” by the U.S. Senate in a resolution (SR 243) adopted on April 18. The resolution noted the importance of biotechnology to the research and development of products that improve health care, agriculture, industrial processes, environmental remediation, and biological defense. Resolution at http://thomas.loc.gov by going to Congressional Record, clicking on the April 18 issue, scrolling down to the Senate section and clicking on the bill number.
ASTA Joins Ag Coalition on Biotech Labeling Letter to USTR
More than 30 organizations representing agriculture, food and biotechnology provider interests, including ASTA, sent a letter to U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick in support of his efforts to formulate a global strategy to increase awareness and acceptance of agricultural biotechnology. They emphasized that promotion of science-based labeling policies is an essential element of any global strategy and that the U.S. government must capitalize on upcoming meetings in key fora, such as the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the World Trade Organization (WTO), to promote science-based labeling policies. Letter at http://www.amseed.com/govt_statementsDetail.asp?id=68
AFSTA Issues Pro-Biotechnology Statement 
The African Seed Trade Association (AFSTA) issued a position statement on modern biotechnology on April 29. AFSTA represents seed industries in 21 African countries and eight associate members outside Africa. The statement encouraged biotechnology research and applications to improve agricultural productivity on the continent and called for appropriate policies and programs to foster rapid developments in agricultural biotechnology. AFSTA believes that there are no inherent risks to biotechnology and recommends that safety assessments occur on a product-by-product basis. The statement advocates international donors focusing on biotech educational programs, especially to build African capacities for utilizing biotech methods and developing and assessing biotech crops. Statement at http://www.afsta.org/modernbiotech.htm 
Major French Newspaper Publishes Pro-Bt Corn Article
An April 30 USDA-FAS attaché report from France reported that Le Figaro, a national French newspaper, recently published the article “Surveys Restore Confidence in Biotech Corn,” detailing a research study conducted by the University of Minnesota and the French National Institute of Agricultural Research. Their study found that the probability for corn borers to develop resistance to Bt corn is very low, even in regions where Bt corn is grown on a large scale. Accordingly, Bt corn is harmless to monarch butterflies. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=140683355

Biosafety Protocol Meeting Addressed Movement of LMOs
International regulations on the movement of biotech crops and foods were discussed at the Intergovernmental Committee for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety April 22-26 in The Hague, Netherlands, according to an April 2002 news release from the United Nations Environment Program. Agenda items included the liability and redress for damage resulting from transboundary movements of Living Modified Organisms (LMOs); handling, transport, packaging and identification of LMOs; and report of technical experts on the handling, transport, packaging and identification of LMOs. Release at http://www.biodiv.org/doc/meetings/iccp/iccp-03/other/iccp-03-pr-en.pdf
EU Considering Labeling and Traceability of Biotech Crops and Foods
The European Parliament’s Committee on Environment, Public Health and Consumer Policy met on April 16 to consider new legislation “concerning traceability and labeling of genetically modified organisms and traceability of food and feed products produced from genetically modified organisms.” Reports under consideration by the committee at http://www.europarl.eu.int/meetdocs/committees/envi/20020416/454290en.pdf and http://www.europarl.eu.int/meetdocs/committees/envi/20020416/459636EN.pdf 
For more information, go to http://www.europarl.eu.int/committees/envi_home.htm 

Cry9C Protein Found in Canadian Corn Destined for Animal Feed
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) and Canadian Grain Commission recently reported that trace amounts of the Cry9C protein in Starlink corn were found in two shipments of imported U.S. corn destined for animal feed, said an April 16 USDA-FAS Canadian attaché report. Based on a Health Canada assessment, these trace amounts of Cry9C in grain used for animal feed are unlikely to pose a risk to human health, and as a result, no further action was taken. In one case, it appeared that equipment used to move the corn may have previously come into contact with Starlink corn. Also, a seed company in Ontario recently informed the CFIA that seed it had stored since 2000 was found to contain trace amounts of the Cry9C protein. None of this seed was planted in Canada and the company disposed of all the detained seed according to a CFIA-approved method and under the supervision of CFIA inspection staff. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135683978
Japan to Test Foods for Unapproved Biotech Events
Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (MHLW) announced on March 29 its plan for monitoring imported foods for fiscal year 2002 (April 1, 2002 to March 31, 2003), said an April 16 USDA-FAS attaché report. As a part of the monitoring plan, MHLW will test a total about 1,400 food samples for biotech events not approved in Japan for food use, including the Cry9C protein, 55-1 papaya and New Leaf Y potato. MHLW will also perform quantitative analytical tests for approved biotech corn and soybean events to confirm the compliance with non-biotech labeling requirements. Compared with last year, this year’s monitoring of unapproved biotech events calls for increased corn and papaya product testing. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135684033 
U.S. Biotech Events Confirmed in Mexico’s Native Corn Plants 
Mexican officials at the Convention on Biodiversity confirmed that U.S. biotech events were found in native corn plants in Mexico, according to the April 19 UK Guardian. At first, Mexico rejected the claims of adventitious presence published in Nature in November 2001 by scientists at the University of California-Berkeley. But the Mexican government took its own samples from sites in the corn-growing states of Oaxaca and Puebla and found that the adventitious presence was worse than initially reported. It appeared that U.S. maize imported into Mexico for the production of tortillas may have been used as seed by farmers who were unaware that it biotech crops. “The research is continuing and after the dispute that followed the publication of the original paper,” the newspaper said, “the Mexican government is having it carefully reviewed by peers before offering it for publication in a scientific journal.” Story at http://www.guardian.co.uk/Archive/Article/0,4273,4397091,00.html
Biotech Crops Sow Content Among Farmers
An April 28 Reuters article reported that the conversion of U.S. farmers to biotech crops has been steady for the last five years as a result of noticeable benefits from the crops. Their use can cut herbicide costs and reduce crop loss caused by pests. The ability of biotechnology to develop drought-resistant plants, food crops for high-salt soils, or crops with missing nutrients—like vitamin A for rice—has great potential in many parts of the world. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020428/wl_india_nm/india_70619_1
UK Study Says Biotech Crops Reduced Global Pesticide Use
The use of biotech soybean, oilseed rape, cotton and corn varieties reduced total global pesticide use by a total of 22.3 million kg of formulated product in the year 2000, according to a study by R.P. Phipps and J.R. Park of the Department of Agriculture, University of Reading, United Kingdom. Their paper, “Environmental benefits of GM crops: Global and European Perspectives on Their Ability to Reduce Pesticide Use,” was published in 2002 in the Journal of Animal and Feed Sciences. Estimates based on published data indicated that if 50% of the corn, oil seed rape, sugar beet, and cotton grown in the European Union were biotech varieties, pesticide use would decrease annually by 14.5 million kg of formulated product there. In addition, there would be a reduction of 7.5 million hectares sprayed, saving 20.5 million liters of diesel and reducing carbon dioxide emissions by about 73,000 tons. Study abstract at http://www.medvet.umontreal.ca/biblio/v11n1.htm 

India’s Adoption of Biotech Crops Creates Controversy
An April 29 report from the Indian attaché of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) said that despite the Indian government’s approval of Bt cottonseed, “skepticism over biotechnology continues … with attempts by some environmentalists to overturn the government’s decision on cotton, and efforts by the Agriculture Minister to ban the import of soybean oil.” Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=140683341
EU Official Condemns Destruction of Biotech Field Trials 
According to an April 17 European Commission news release, European Research Commissioner Philippe Busquin condemned the destruction of field trials of biotech plants. “This is an example of ignorance and prejudice leading to illegal acts of violence, that in the long run can only deny society the benefits that scientific progress will bring about,” he said. “Should Europe stop nurturing know-how and expertise to turn these technologies into market products, and without appropriate research into the potential impact of genetically modified plants on the environment, it will be difficult to know whether they can bring about real benefits to EU citizens and consumers.” Release at http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/02/577|0|RAPID&lg=EN;

Europeans Might Buy Biotech Foods “if the Price is Right”
Charles Noussair of Purdue University and colleagues in Europe found that despite the high level of opposition to biotech foods, most Europeans are not concerned enough to read ingredient lists on food packaging. The research paper noted, “what is not read in the laboratory will probably not be read in the supermarket.” In addition, even after consumers participating in the research were told that chocolate bars contained biotech ingredients, most of them were willing to buy the chocolate if the price was about one-third less than conventional products. Noussair says the research shows that labeling would allow a separate market for biotech foods in Europe. “We believe there would be a market for GM foods in Europe if they had a distinct advantage, such as reduced cost,” Noussair said. The results were published in the paper “Do Consumers Not Care About Biotech Foods or Do They Just Not Read the Labels?” in Economics Letters. Paper at  http://www.elsevier.com/homepage/sae/econworld/econbase/ecolet/frame.htm
Yield Should be Focus of Biotech Crop Research, UN University Says
Biotech crop research should emphasize yield in order to benefit the developing world, instead of herbicide tolerance or pest resistance, according to an April 16 technology policy brief by the United Nations’ University Institute for New Technologies (UNU/INTECH). “While commercial proponents stress the potential contribution of genetically modified (GM) plants in ‘feeding the world,’” the report said, “only about one-quarter of field tests in the United States and 12.5% in the European Union relate directly to crop yield … While improved pest resistance would contribute to crop yields, the analysis shows just 27.8% of U.S. and 12.5% of EU trials with GM plants concern yield directly (in total, these account for only 1.1% of all US and EU field trials combined), considered the most important improvement needed if the food requirements of developing countries are to be met.” UNU/INTECH report at http://www.intech.unu.edu/publications/index.htm by clicking on the “Technology Policy Briefs” button. Related news release at http://www.intech.unu.edu/pressrelease/index.htm

Biotech Tree Project to Benefit Kenyan Farmers 
Farmers from Kenya are now benefiting from a Tree Biotechnology Project (TBP) to develop genetically superior Eucalyptus, reported the April 19 Crop Biotech Update. The TBP aims to provide superior clonal material to rural and urban communities in Kenya by integrating improved forest biotechnologies into the traditional propagation systems. The project established genetically superior Eucalyptus tree seedlings and clones from the Mondi Forests of South Africa that grow faster and resist pests and diseases. These trees have superior grains that reduce splitting of sawn timber and grow uniformly, thus reducing logging costs.

Resistant Broccoli’s DNA Used in Fight Against Downy Mildew
Agricultural Research Service (ARS) scientists have taken an important step toward protecting the broccoli industry against downy mildew without relying on fungicides, said an April 30 ARS news release. They have found genetic markers that identify varieties of the vegetable that resist the disease. The markers will allow downy-mildew-resistant broccoli to be identified without the use of costly and time-consuming disease tests and can lead to more accurate methods of detecting resistant varieties. The markers will also prove very useful in singling out resistant plants from a large number that includes a mixture of resistant and susceptible ones. Release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020430.htm
Allergy-Free Ryegrass a Sight for Sore Eyes
The April 26 issue of Crop Biotech Update reported that researchers at Australia’s La Trobe University have discovered how to shut off key allergens in Italian and perennial ryegrass. In Europe, ryegrasses are particularly important as forage grasses, representing approximately 70% of the grass seed market. But because of its wide distribution and abundant pollen production, they are also considered a major cause of hayfever and seasonal asthma. 

Scientists Search for Low-Allergy Peanut 
The April 27 Associated Press reported that USDA researchers are scouring the government’s vast seed banks for unused varieties of peanuts that are free of the allergy-inducing proteins. By crossing those varieties with popular commercial types, they hope to remove much of the allergenicity. The scientists have found one variety that has 80 percent less of one of three complex proteins that are blamed for causing allergic reactions. Story at http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/printstory.hts/health/1386383
Biotechnology Featured in National Geographic  
The May 2002 issue of National Geographic included a feature on agricultural biotechnology. “Scientists continue to find new ways to insert genes for specific traits in plant and animal DNA,” the magazine said. “A field of promise—and a subject of debate—genetic engineering is changing the food we eat and the world we live in.” Story at http://magma.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0205/features.html


FARM POLICY AND NEWS
Farm Bill Text to be Reviewed by House and Senate Conference Committee 
The House Ag Committee noted that House-Senate Farm Bill negotiators announced agreement on a final bill to be reviewed by all Conferees. They are preparing to file the Conference Report on April 30 prior to a final farm bill vote that could occur in the House as early as Thursday of this week. House update at http://agriculture.house.gov/farmbill.htm  Revised Farm Bill draft at http://agriculture.house.gov/fbconfsum.pdf
Farm Subsidy Rates to Increase More Than 10 Percent 
The April 30 Associated Press reported that subsidy rates for some grain crops will jump more than 10 percent this year in the proposed Farm Bill. The legislation is expected to go to the House and Senate by next week for final approval. In the next 10 years, the bill would boost agriculture spending by 70 percent, or $73.5 billion, over the cost of existing programs. The legislation raises price guarantees for corn, wheat, oats, and sorghum and also revives a target price system, abolished in 1996, that would provide additional payments to farmers when commodity prices are below certain levels. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020430/ap_on_go_co/farm_bill_36 Related April 28 Associated Press story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020427/ap_on_go_co/farm_bill_31

Farmers Won’t Reap Money from Farm Bill Until Fall 
Farmers shouldn't expect to see their first checks from the new $180 billion farm bill for several months, said Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman, according to the April 29 Associated Press. The legislation would establish a new subsidy program for grain and cotton farmers and allow producers to update the planting records that are used to determine the sizes of payments. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020429/ap_on_go_ot/farm_bill_33
No Cuba Food Financing in Farm Bill
An April 26 Reuters article reported that the final version of the Farm Bill dropped a provision that would have allowed private banks and companies to finance shipments of agricultural commodities to Cuba. Embargo rules currently allow food sales to Cuba only for cash. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020426/pl_nm/congress_farm_cuba_dc_1
USDA Issues Interim Rule on Karnal Bunt in Wheat

In the April 30 Federal Register, USDA-APHIS issued an interim rule on Karnal bunt, a fungal disease of wheat spread by spores, primarily through the movement of infected seed. The interim rule took effect on April 25. Comments are sought on it by July 1. This interim rule will help prevent the artificial spread of Karnal bunt to fields outside the regulated area by prohibiting the use of potentially spore-positive grain as seed in those fields and will remove a treatment requirement deemed unnecessary. Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-10566-filed  
Corn Farmers May Influence Arctic Drilling in Energy Bill
Farmers’ desire to sell more corn-based ethanol may be key to getting lawmakers to set aside their differences over drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and agree on final energy legislation this year, said an April 28 Reuters article. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020428/pl_nm/energy_congress_dc_57 Related April 25 Reuters article at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020425/pl_nm/energy_congress_ethanol_dc_1
USDA Issues PVP Certificates to 30 New Crop Varieties
The USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service issued Plant Variety Protection Act certificates to developers of 30 new plant varieties, including alfalfa, barley, chickling vetch, cotton, fescue, pea, potato, soybean, squash and wheat, according to an April 29 USDA news release. The certificates require that the varieties be new, distinct, uniform and stable. The owners will have the exclusive right to reproduce, sell, import and export their products in the United States for the duration of protection. Release at http://www.ams.usda.gov/news/079-02.htm
Senate Begins Work on Bush Trade Legislation 
An April 29 Reuters story noted that the Senate kicked off a lengthy debate on legislation to give President Bush trade promotion authority (TPA) as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce threatened to lobby against the bill if senators weigh it down with too many anti-business provisions. The Senate voted 69-21 to defeat the first of two filibuster threats against a package of trade benefits for the Andean nations of Colombia, Peru, Ecuador and Bolivia. During the course of floor action over the next several days, the Andean bill is expected to be expanded to include TPA sought by Bush as well as increased federal aid for workers who have lost their jobs because of imports or overseas factory relocations. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020429/pl_nm/trade_congress_dc_9

Strip-Till Tops Field Tests 
The April 1 issue of Soybean Digest reported that a three-year Monsanto-sponsored trial compared fall strip-till, no-till, and fall and spring conventional tillage. Results indicated that overall, strip-till tended to have both the highest average corn yields and highest average net profit. (Profit was calculated for a three-year corn/soybean/corn rotation.) Story at http://industryclick.com/magazinearticle.asp?magazinearticleid=143410&magazineid=20&mode=print
Canadian Companies Required to Label Filler for Lawn and Turfgrass Seed
According to the April 16 G-mail, published by Germination magazine, companies in Canada dealing in lawn and turfgrass seed will now have to label the contents, including the identity of foreign material, following a decision by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. The decision is meant to identify to consumers the practice of adding foreign plant material, such as ground peanut shells and ground corn cobs, as filler in lawn and turfgrass seed up to the 15 percent tolerance of inert matter. CFIA Seeds Act and Regulations at http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/plaveg/seesem/alldocs/inerte.shtml
Canada Develops First Canola-Quality Mustard Plants
According to an April 22 Reuters article, Canada developed the first two canola-quality Brassica juncea varieties in the world. Derived from mustard plants, Arid and Amulet have the oil and meal quality found in traditional canola, but are better able to withstand heat and drought conditions found in the southern Prairie regions. These varieties have been in development since 1991, and will be available to farmers in 2002 at Pool locations throughout southern Saskatchewan. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020422/wl_canada_nm/canada_food_canola_col_1

INDUSTRY NEWS 
Monsanto and Danforth Center Collaborate on Cassava Research
Monsanto Company granted the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center of St. Louis, Mo., a royalty-free license to technologies that will support the center’s research on cassava, according to an April 16 Monsanto news release. Research challenges include controlling disease, post-harvest deterioration, and enhancing the nutritional content of the crop. Monsanto is supporting the Danforth Center’s efforts to develop virus-resistant cassava through a multi-year grant. Cassava is a tropical crop grown for its starchy, tuberous roots. It contributes to food security and rural income in many developing countries and feeds nearly 600 million people daily. A recent report by the United Nations singled out cassava as a priority for additional research in developing countries. The Danforth Center is a not-for-profit, basic research institution. Release at http://www.monsanto.com/monsanto/media/02/02Apr16_Cassava.html
Europe Okays Bayer’s Acquisition of Aventis CropScience
The European Commission has authorized Bayer AG's acquisition of Aventis CropScience subject to certain conditions, said an April 17 Bayer news release. The new company will be called Bayer CropScience. In order to address regulators’ concerns, Bayer has agreed to divest itself of Aventis’ best-selling insecticide, Fipronil, although the company may license these products back for regions outside of Europe and the United States. Release at http://www.press.bayer.com/news/news.nsf/id/F89ECA1217B6ADE5C1256B9E0039C310?Open&ccm=001001000&l=EN
Pioneer Hybrid Wheat Business to Close in UK
The April 13 issue of Arable Farming reported that in light of the current financial climate in agriculture, Pioneer’s parent compant DuPont will discontinue marketing its hybrid wheat seed in the UK and France. The company will either sell its wheat business, look for a joint venture partner, or, if no suitable agreement is reached, close down operations. DuPont will focus instead on its successful maize business in Europe through seed breeder Pioneer where expertise in germplasm is strong, and on research and development in crop protection.

Pioneer and Myriad Collaborate on Genomic Research
Pioneer Hi-Bred Intl., Inc., and Myriad Genetics, Inc., announced in an April 3 news release that they formed a research collaboration to “better understand the genetics that drive the proprietary products of Pioneer, a subsidiary of DuPont. During this two-year, $24 million collaboration, Myriad will apply its high-speed genomic sequencing capability and bioinformatics expertise to deliver molecular genetic information to Pioneer. This effort will enhance the development of high performing seed products.” Release at http://204.29.171.80/framer/navigation.asp?charset=utf-8&cc=US&frameid=1565&lc=en-us&providerid=112&realname=Myriad+Genetics&uid=1732979&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.myriad.com
Monsanto and Ceres Join Forces on Genomics Research
The April 16 G-mail also reported that Monsanto Company and Ceres, Inc. will collaborate to discover and develop products using genomics technology. Under their agreement, Monsanto will acquire rights to Ceres technologies in specific crops and applications in exchange for payments over a number of years. The anticipated value of payments to Ceres under the collaboration is $137 million, plus potential royalties.

http://www.canada.com/saskatoon/starphoenix/story.asp?id={88516C8B-B4D1-4CFE-AD7C-DE95801BB94E}
IPR Violator Ordered to Pay Monsanto $153,000 in Court Fees

The April 30 Saskatoon StarPhoenix reported that the judge who ruled last year that soybean farmer Percy Schmeiser knowingly violated Monsanto’s patent on its Roundup Ready gene in 1998 ruled that he should pay Monsanto court costs of $153,000. Story at 

http://www.canada.com/saskatoon/starphoenix/story.asp?id={88516C8B-B4D1-4CFE-AD7C-DE95801BB94E}

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Global Guidelines on Genetic Resources Adopted at Biodiversity Meeting 
The first-ever global guidelines on biological diversity and genetic resources were adopted following the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity meeting in The Hague, Netherlands, April 7-19, according to an April 19 news release from the United Nations Environment Program. Ministers attending the meeting charted a course of action through the end of the decade, and developed guidelines that include access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing, as well as guiding principles on combating alien invasive species. Release at http://www.biodiv.org/doc/meetings/cop/cop-06/other/cop-06-pr-end-en.pdf
Invasive species measures at http://www.biodiv.org/programmes/cross-cutting/alien/default.asp 
USTR Issues Report on Foreign Trade Barriers
The U.S. Trade Representative’s office issued a report, “2002 National Trade Estimate Report on Foreign Trade Barriers” in April 2002. Reports on individual countries at  http://www.ustr.gov/reports/nte/2002/index.htm
Free Trade Agreement Stalled Due to Instability of South America
According to the April 26 Miami Herald, the proposed Free Trade Area of the Americas agreement faces hurdles that may keep it from becoming a reality, said the annual Hemispheric Congress of the Latin Chambers of Commerce in Miami. Participants from the United States, Latin America and Europe owned up to the fact that large parts of Latin America are still in a state of economic instability. Problems like high inflation, mounting deficits and large external debts are widespread. More troubling are the economic crisis in Argentina; the political and economic instability in Venezuela; and the political crisis and civil war in Colombia. Story at http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/business/3139095.htm
Report Issued on Regulation of U.S. Food Exports to China
The USDA-FAS released on April 22 a report on China’s food and agricultural import regulations and standards as well as registration regulation for foreign manufacturers of imported food. FAS noted that the latter should be used as a guide only. However, exporters should carefully discuss regulations and their application with Chinese importers to ensure that their interpretation is accurate. Report at
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200204/135684098.pdf
USDA-ERS Issues Report on Chinese Ag Sector
USDA’s Economics Research Service (ERS) issued a report on April 15 on issues that will affect China’s future trends in consumption, production, import and export of food and agricultural commodities. A series of 13 articles include China’s food consumption, marketing, international trade, agricultural policy, transportation infrastructure, regional diversity, livestock sector, biotechnology, water and irrigation policy and market information.” Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/aib775
Revamped China Seed Laws Inspire New PVP Applications 
An April 15 USDA-FAS attaché report said that the introduction of China’s Seed Law and ensuing Seed Law Implementation Regulations have encouraged more applications for new Plant Variety Protection (PVP). A table in the report includes the most recent Chinese government decrees on PVP.  Plant varieties included in these decrees are afforded “Plant Breeders’ Rights” by the Chinese government. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135684011  
Food Crisis Threatens Sub-Saharan Africa
On April 16, the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said in a report that more than 4 million people in southern Africa are threatened by serious food shortages due to declining food production caused by prolonged dry spells, floods and disruption of farming activities. It noted that 19 countries in the region are facing “exceptional food emergencies” for a variety of reasons ranging from civil strife, drought, excessive rain and flooding to population displacement. These countries include Angola, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guinea, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Mozambique, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Report at http://www.fao.org/WAICENT/faoinfo/economic/giews/english/eaf/eaftoc.htm
USDA-ERS Issues Report on U.S. Ag Trade
The USDA-ERS issued an April 19  report on current U.S. agricultural trade, which covers the quantity and value of U.S. farm exports and imports, plus price trends.  It reveals how U.S. agricultural trade stacks up in a global market. Report at
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/so/view.asp?f=trade/fau-bb/ 

U.S. Horticultural Imports Doubled Since 1991
On April 22, the USDA-FAS issued an attaché report on U.S. horticultural imports, which noted that U.S. imports of horticultural products more than doubled between 1991 and 2001. Total horticultural imports in 2001 totaled $17.2 billion. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135684081

OTHER

USDA Analyzes Farm Management Practices in Corn Production
On April 19, the USDA-ERS released a report on soil, nutrient and water management systems used in U.S. corn production. ERS noted that “corn production uses over 25 percent of the nation’s cropland and more than 40 percent of the commercial fertilizer applied to crops. Thus, corn farmers’ choices of soil, nutrient, and water management systems can have a major impact on their own profitability and the environment.” A study of these variables revealed relationships between certain socioeconomic variables, including farmer age, education and size of operation, and the implementation of management practices. Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/aib774

Horticultural Research Grant Application Deadline May 15
The American Nursery and Landscape Association’s Horticultural Research Institute has set May 15 as the application deadline for its fiscal year 2003 grant applications. In 2001, the institute directed more than $450,000 to projects addressing biotechnology, integrated pest management, marketing, propagation, stress tolerance and water and fertilizer management. More information at http://www.anla.org/research/Grants/index.htm
U.S. Donated Hundreds of Thousands of Tons of Wheat to Middle East
Besides commercial sales, U.S. wheat went to several Middle Eastern countries in food aid donations, noted the April 19 USW Wheat Letter. Wheat and flour food aid shipments to the Middle East amounted to nearly 800,000 metric tons in the last fiscal year ending September 2001. While food aid to Afghanistan made up nearly one-third of the donations, wheat and flour also reached Algeria, Jordan, Lebanon, Sudan, West Bank/Gaza and Yemen. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.


SEMINARS & EVENTS
Food for Health Conference to be in Minneapolis May 19-21 
The University of Minnesota will host a “Foods for Health” conference May 19-21 in Minneapolis. More information at www.coafes.umn.edu/nabc2002 
All Rows Lead to Chicago for FIS Congress in May 2002
The International Seed Trade Federation (FIS) and International Association of Plant Breeders (ASSINSEL) will merge and host their 53rd World Seed Congress in Chicago, Ill., May 26-30, 2002. The conference theme, “All Rows Lead to Chicago,” reflects the global impact of the seed industry. This congress will be the first held in the United States in 16 years. The meeting will include sessions on seed issues of global importance and the first “Charity Par-Tee,” an international golf tournament benefiting UNICEF. Online information and registration at http://www.worldseed2002.com  
AOSA-SCST to Host Workshop on Adventitious Presence 
The Association of Official Seed Analysts (AOSA) and Society of Commercial Seed Technologists (SCST) will co-host a symposium and workshop on the adventitious presence of biotech events in seed on June 13 in Sioux Falls, S.D. The event is part of the AOSA-SCST Annual Meeting June 12-18. Meeting schedule and registration at http://www.aosaseed.com/meeting_schedule.html#
Boston Seed Party to Focus on Gene Revolution
ASTA’s 2002 Annual Convention in Boston June 23-26 will feature Nobel Laureate James Watson, Ph.D., and Juan Enriquez of Harvard’s Life Science Project, who will address the past and future developments in agricultural biotechnology, respectively. The meeting will feature other high-level speakers, optional tours, and the “Boston Tee Party,” ASTA’s golf outing of the year. More information, registration, and attendee list online at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_index.asp
UPOV-WIPO to Host Symposium on Biotech Patents
The International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants and the World Intellectual Property Organization are co-hosting a symposium on “The Interface Between Patents and Plant Breeders’ Rights: The Biotechnology Challenge” on Oct. 25, 2002, at their joint headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.

Methods for Detection of Biotech Events in Food 
The European Union’s (EU’s) Institute for Health and Consumer Protection and the Food Safety Program of the European Center for Environment and Health will have three training courses on “The Analysis of Food Samples for the Presence of Genetically Modified Organisms” at the Joint Research Centre in Ispra, Italy on Sept. 23-27, Oct. 21-25, and Nov. 18-22. The courses are intended to teach molecular detection techniques to laboratory personnel that have a good level of analytical knowledge, but that have no or little expertise in this specific domain. For more information, go to http://www.jrc.it/ or http://www.euro.who.int/document/fos/leaflet2002.pdf 
Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 850 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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