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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY  
USDA Seeks Comments on Assessment of Biotech Events as Plant Pests 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Animal Plant and Health Inspection Service (APHIS) said in the May 6 Federal Register that it seeks public comments within 30 days on the assessment of biotech events as plant pests. Under the Federal Plant Pest Act and Plant Quarantine Act, APHIS requires information on proposed introductions of certain biotech events and products to determine any risk of plant pest introduction. APHIS will collect the information through a notification procedure or permit requirement to ensure that certain biotech products, when imported, moved interstate, or released into the environment, do not pose a risk to agriculture or the environment if grown without APHIS regulation. Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-11157-filed
Comment Period on Corn Rootworm Resistance Extended to May 31

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced in the May 1 Federal Register that it extended the comment period on corn rootworm protected corn from April 12 to May 31, 2002. MON 863 is the proposed corn variety that contains the plant incorporated protectant Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) Cry3Bb and the genetic material necessary for its production in corn. Monsanto has requested full commercial use of the variety. Federal Register notice at 
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-10627-filed
Effects of Bt Corn on Non-Target Invertebrate Insects 

EPA announced in the May 17 Federal Register that it is seeking nominees to serve on an expert panel for an Ecological Risk Assessment Workshop June 3-4 in Arlington, Va. EPA notes that “information from this workshop will be used to assist the agency in the design and evaluation of effective insect resistance management strategies for Bt corn. EPA will issue a report after the workshop. Federal Register notice at 
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-12468-filed 

WHO Seeks Input from Industry on Biotech Foods 
The World Health Organization’s (WHO’s) Food Safety Program invites all interested stakeholders to comment on the implications of biotech foods on human health and development for a study it is completing by June 30, 2002. Respondents should fill out a questionnaire posted on the WHO web site addressing biotech product research and development; impact of biotech foods on human health; food security, cost and access to modern biotechnology; ethical, legal and social biotech issues; and capacity building related to the use of the technology. Respondents are encouraged to compare the effects of modern biotechnology and traditional technologies. Questionnaire at http://www.who.int/fsf/GMfood/mega_study_index.htm 

China Clarifies Rules on Imported Biotech Soy Products
China’s Ministry of Health said its new rules on biotech crops apply only to soybeans imported for human consumption, not those for crushing, reported a May 14 Reuters article. Traders were still perplexed as to whether foreign origin crude soy oil, usually imported for refining before being sold domestically for human consumption, would be subject to the Ministry’s rules, which take effect on July 1. “If the imported beans are sold in the domestic market, then the sellers have to apply to the health ministry,” a Chinese health official told Reuters. “But if they are imported as raw material for processing, then that would have to be approved by the Ministry of Agriculture,” she said. Both ministries were now working out details, expected to be released later this month, on which products with biotech content would be subject to the rules. Story at http://info.cas.org/reuters/2002-05-14T105919Z_01_SHA3438_RTRIDST_0_FOOD-CHINA-GMO.html 

European Commission Gives Biotech Sweet Corn Two Thumbs Up
Biotech sweet corn line Bt11 is “as safe for human food use as its conventional counterparts,” according to the European Commission’s Scientific Committee on Food on May 6. Statement at http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/sc/scf/out129_en.pdf
Belgium Prohibits Field Testing of Biotech Oilseed Rape
Belgium has refused to allow field testing of biotech oilseed rape and apple trees there, but has allowed field testing of insect resistant corn in a greenhouse, disease resistant sugar beet, and herbicide resistant chicory, according an April 30 Reuters article. Story at http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/15728/story.htm  

New Zealand Prime Minister Says Biotech Key to Economic Growth
The May 10 Crop Biotech Update said that New Zealand Prime Minister Helen Clark called modern biotechnology an area of potential economic growth alongside information technology and creative industries. Her opinion seems at odds with the country’s ban on the commercial release of biotech crops for two years, effective since October 2001. But Clark said that “the need for a precautionary approach with respect to one aspect of biotechnology should not blind us to the opportunities which this fast-developing field represents.” Story at http://www.agbios.com/_NewsItem.asp?parm=neIDXCode&data=2920  
New Zealand Issues Proposes Regulation Scheme for Imported Seeds 
On May 6, the New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF) released a discussion paper on ways to ensure that biotech seeds are not released into the environment through imported seed since biotech seeds have not yet been approved for release there. The paper proposes protocols to test imported maize, sweet corn and popcorn, canola and oilseed rape seeds for the presence of biotech events. It also calls for auditing to ensure that every third consignment of seed imported from other countries is tested for biotech events. The paper proposes to exempt from these requirements seed imported from countries that do not produce biotech varieties. MAF is seeking comments on the paper by June 28. Similar protocols for soybean and crook-neck squash and zucchini have also been drafted. Paper at http://www.maf.govt.nz/gmseeds/   
News release at http://www.maf.govt.nz/mafnet/press/060502seed.htm
$22 Million Going to Plant Biotech Research in New Zealand
The May 11 Crop Biotech Update reported that New Zealand’s Foundation for Research, Science and Technology is investing just under NZ$22 million in plant biotechnology research. This will include nearly $20 M on naturally occurring bioactive agents and $1 M on evaluating the risks of biotech events and consumer attitudes about biotech foods. Initial funding will begin on July 1, 2002. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
Greenpeace Says New Zealand Food Giants Removing Biotech Ingredients
Greenpeace claimed in a May 12 news release that Unilever Australasia, Heinz Wattie, Tegel and its feed distribution company NRM, Arnotts, Cerebos Greggs companies in New Zealand are removing biotech ingredients from their products. Release at http://www.greenpeace.org.nz

Bt Corn Harvested at Filipino Field Trial Site
Monsanto Philippines harvested two Bt corn varieties in its field trial site in the Philippines on May 2, one of the 11 trials conducted in various parts of the country during the dry season cropping, according to the May 3 Crop Biotech Update. Results of the field trials indicated that the Bt varieties, Yieldgard 818 and YieldGard 838, were effective in controlling Asian corn borer infestation. Unlike traditional varieties, the Bt corn exhibited healthier plants, undamaged stalks, cleaner cobs, hence, greater yields. Data from all Pangasinan field trials of Bt corn will soon be released by Monsanto. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
Environmentalists Petition NAFTA to Investigate Biotech Corn in Mexico
According to the April 25 The News in Mexico, Oaxaca community and environmental groups asked a North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) commission to study the ecological impact of a U.S. biotech event found in native corn in Oaxaca and Puebla, said a USDA Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) report. Claiming the government is not acting quickly enough, group representatives petitioned the NAFTA Commission on Environmental Cooperation to investigate the case. Mexico’s Environment Secretariat is currently sponsoring further tests to prove conclusively if biotech corn is growing and breeding with native varieties. A moratorium on planting biotech corn has been in effect in Mexico since 1998, but a quarter of the over 6 million tons imported each year from the United States is bioengineered. While imports are intended for consumption, researchers admit it is highly probable the corn has found its way into the field. USDA-FAS report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=140683376
DOT Seeks Comments on International Transport of Biotech Microorganisms
In the April 30 Federal Register, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) announced that it seeks comments on the transport of environmentally hazardous substances, including biotech microorganisms. The DOT’s Research and Special Programs Administration will hold public meetings June 18 and July 24 to prepare for and report the results of the United Nation’s Sub-Committee on Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods July 1-10, 2002, in Geneva, Switzerland. Meeting agenda at http://www.unece.org/trans/main/dgdb/dgsubc/c32002.html
Federal Register notice at

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-10573-filed   
Biotech Carrots Could Vaccinate Against Hepatitis B 
A May 10 Reuters article reported that German scientists have grown biotech carrots that contain the vaccine against http://www.reutershealth.com/archive/2002/05/10/eline/links/20020510elin029.htmlHepatitis B. Pre-clinical trials are ready to begin and researchers say that carrot-sourced vaccines could be a reality within about three years. It would be less expensive to produce and easier to administer than the current vaccine against Hepatitis B. Story at 

Inhibiting Ag Biotech Hinders Fight Against Hunger
Needless restrictions on agricultural biotechnology harm the world’s ability to battle hunger in the 21st century, said Gregory Conko and C.S. Prakash, co-founders of the AgbioWorld Foundation, in a paper “Battling Hunger with Biotechnology.” They say that the “biggest threat that hungry populations currently face are restrictive policies stemming from unwarranted public fears.” Extensive regulations that require many individual safety tests are often duplicative and unnecessary for ensuring environmental protection or consumer safety, Prakash and Conko noted. Overly cautious rules result in very high research and development costs and make it harder for poorer countries to share in the benefits of biotechnology. In addition, they said, the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety tends to reinforce these counterproductive policies by permitting governments to develop unwarranted restrictions. Paper at http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/ites/0502/ijee/conko.htm  

Rockefellar Foundation Funds International Rice Genome Sequencing Project 
A public sector initiative led by Japan is key to completing a precise sequence of the entire rice genome, said the Rockefeller Foundation in a May 6 news release. The foundation is helping fund the International Rice Genome Sequencing Project, which will release a high-quality draft sequence of the rice genome by the end of 2002. Such a precise, finished map of the rice genome will allow researchers to effectively identify and isolate the genes that control specific traits, such as those related to vitamin production and drought and saline resistance. This study may also be used to accelerate global efforts to improve other major food crops like maize, wheat, barley, sorghum and millet. Release at http://www.rockfound.org/display.asp?context=1&Collection=1&DocID=512&Preview=0&ARCurrent=1
China and Brazil to Collaborate on Biotech Research
The Brazilian Minister of Science and Technology met with a Chinese biotechnology mission in Brazil to discuss a collaborative partnership, said the May 10 Crop Biotech Update. The governments of Brazil and China said they intend to inaugurate a partnership on science and technology. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org. 
 
Italy Developing “Fruity” Biotech Eggplant 
The May 10 Crop Biotech Update reported on the results of biotech eggplant research conducted by Italy’s Research Institute for Vegetable Crops and the University of Verona. The greenhouse and field trial results showed that the new crop is capable of producing by as much as 33% more fruit compared to the conventional eggplant. Other advantages include good quality fruits during different types of cultivation, seedless fruits with improved quality, and the ability to produce fruits in temperatures normally considered too cold for fruit production. Study information at http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6750/2/4  

Africa Needs to Protect its Biological Resources and Heritage
All Africa Global Media reported on May 9 that Africa has no future unless it protects its heritage of biological and genetic resources, according to an African official at a World

Intellectual Property Organization regional meeting. The lack of legal recognition and intellectual property protection in Africa had led to a situation where Africans are not rewarded for their innovations or knowledge. Story at http://allafrica.com/stories/200205090709.html
Influential Coalition Promotes High Yield Agriculture
Prominent personalities from different disciplines have formed a coalition promoting high-yield, environmentally sustainable farming and forestry, noted the May 10 Crop Biotech Update. The coalition includes Norman Borlaug, Ph.D., Nobel Peace Prize winner; Oscar Arias, former president of Costa Rica and Nobel Peace Prize winner; Patrick Moore, Ph.D., co-founder of Greenpeace International; and former U.S. Senator George McGovern. These and other coalition members declared that “additional high-yield practices, based on advances in biology, ecology, chemistry, and technology, are critically needed in agriculture and forestry not only to achieve the goal of improving the human condition for all peoples but also the simultaneous preservation of the natural environment and its biodiversity through the conservation of wild areas and natural habitat.” Coalition information at www.highyieldconservation.org  
FAO to Host Electronic Forum on Gene Flow 
The United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) invites anyone interested to join an electronic forum on gene flow from biotech to non-biotech varieties and the use of biotechnology in developing countries. FAO will begin the forum in about a month. A series of moderated e-mail conferences will run for a limited period of time. To join the conference, send an e-mail to mailserv@mailserv.fao.org. All messages posted during the conference will be at www.fao.org/biotech/forum.asp. 
CBI Launches New Ads, Publication, and Information

The Council for Biotechnology Information (CBI) launched a new quarterly publication, InFocus, which examines key issues involving food and agriculture. CBI also produced two new print ads that highlight how plant biotechnology can help produce more biofuels and environmental benefits of  Bt cotton, respectively, as well as Q&As about the research behind the ads. For copies of the ads or other information, send an e-mail request to Margaret Speich at CBI at mspeich@whybiotech.com.
Secrets of the Sequence to Air on PBS-TV

PBS-TV will air a series called “Secrets of the Sequence,” exploring advances in genetic research and biotechnology. The fact-based series is being sponsored by CBI and produced in collaboration with six leading research universities, including Harvard and the University of Michigan. For more information, e-mail Margaret Speich at mspeich@whybiotech.com.
FARM POLICY AND NEWS
Farm Bill Signed by President Bush 

The Farm Security and Rural Develpment Act of 2002 was signed by President Bush on May 13. The bill increases existing subsidies and adds new ones for an estimated $6.4 billion a year in crop and dairy spending. These subsidies reflect a 67 percent increase over existing ones. U.S. trading partners are concerned. Bill summary and complete text at http://agriculture.house.gov/farmbill.htm  President’s statement at http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/05/print/20020513-2.html  Related May 13 Reuters story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020513/bs_nm/bush_farm_dc_9
Australia, Brazil, Canada, and New Zealand Attack U.S. Farm Bill

Major U.S. trading partners, including Australia, Brazil, Canada, and New Zealand, claim that the U.S. Farm Bill violates World Trade Organization (WTO) rules and trade reform commitments. These and other countries plan to raise flags within the WTO. May 13 Associated Press Australia story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020513/ap_wo_en_bu/wto_australia_us_farm_bill_1 
New Zealand story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020507/ap_wo_en_bu/new_zealand_us_farm_bill_1   
Canadian story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020504/wl_canada_nm/canada_trade_farm_canada_col_1
Brazil story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020504/ap_wo_en_ge/brazil_us_farm_bill_2
Biofuel May Help Environment and World Crop Prices 
A May 5 Reuters article reported that fuel ethanol distilled from crops, such as corn and rapeseed, could be the solution for countries seeking an outlet for agricultural surpluses. Biofuels can help raise farmer income, cut large bills for oil imports, improve energy security and combat air pollution and groundwater contamination, said experts. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020506/sc_nm/environment_ethanol_dc_1

Senate Ethanol Plan Good News for Farmers
A bill was passed by the U.S. Senate on April 25 that would triple the use of ethanol as gasoline additive over the next decade, said a May 12 Reuters article. This is good news for grain farmers whose products are used to produce ethanol. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020512/pl_nm/ethanol_dc_1

States to Insist on Clearer Ag Contracts for Producers
The May 3 Kiplinger Agriculture Letter said that states will insist on clearer agricultural contracts for producers to give them more leverage and protection from fraudulent practices in contract arrangements. Iowa already has a law banning confidentiality clauses. The law allows the state to post copies of contracts online at www.state.ia.us/government/ag/ag_contracts/index.html Ag contract bills are pending in Missouri and Minnesota. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.

Use of Science in EPA Decision Making to Increase
The House is considering a bill, HR 64, called the “Strengthening Science at the Environmental Protection Agency Act,” which would establish a new Deputy Administrator for Science and Technology to serve as an advocate for, and reviewer of, science at the most senior levels of the agency. This position will bring a much-needed change to the culture of the EPA and ensure that science has a higher profile in the agency’s decision-making process. H.R. 64 is intended to increase the political impact that science has at the agency as well as decrease political pressures on the Associate Administrator’s job. Bill and transcript of the House floor discussion at http://thomas.loc in the May 1 Congressional Record.
Farm Bureau Says Exchange Rates Affect U.S. Farm Exports
U.S. farm exports have been shut out of key international markets and some foreign farm products are stronger competitors in the U.S. marketplace due to the strong value of the U.S. dollar, the American Farm Bureau Federation President told the Senate Banking Committee, according to the May 3 U.S. WheatLetter. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.

ARS Caterpillar-Repelling Corn Coming to a Field Near You
In a May 9 news release, the USDA’s Agricultural Research Service (ARS) said that its scientists are accepting requests for dent corn seeds that produce plants whose silks contain maysin, a natural repellent against hungry caterpillars. Crossing the maysin-rich corn with elite commercial lines should enable plant breeders to eventually provide farmers with hybrids that withstand attack by corn earworms, ARS said. A crop of maysin-rich corn could cut farmers’ insecticide use by about half, scientists predict. Release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020509.htm
Soil Bacterium Increases Soybean Yields
A lowly soil bacterium first cultured two decades ago by ARS scientists is now enjoying “celebrity” status as a yield-boosting, commercial soybean inoculant, said a May 3 USDA-ARS news release. The bacterium converts gaseous nitrogen into forms soybeans can use for optimal growth and higher yield. This process also saves on synthetic fertilizer costs and nourishes soils at rates less likely to affect groundwater. Release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020503.htm
USDA Seeks Comments on Pink Bollworm Quarantine Areas 

USDA-APHIS issued an interim rule in the May 16 Federal Register to remove Oklahoma from the list of quarantined states for pink bollworm. Statewide trapping surveys conducted over the last two years have shown Oklahoma to be free of pink bollworm. This action will relieve restrictions on the interstate movement of regulated articles from Oklahoma. Comments due by July 15. Federal Register notice at

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-12250-filed 

INDUSTRY NEWS 
 
Pioneer Hi-Bred's Rick McConnell chats about bioengineered crops
The May 13 issue of BusinessWeek featured Richard L. McConnell, Ph.D., president of Pioneer Hi-Bred Intl., Inc., a unit of DuPont. A 28-year company veteran, McConnell typically directs upwards of 15% of annual revenues into research and development. In 2001, sales totaled $1.9 billion. The growing share spent on genomic tools and research has made Pioneer a top seller of biotech seeds. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.

Seed Producers Get Official State Testing On Seed 

Seed companies in Kansas now have a way to get official state testing on their seed, according to a May 16 Kansas State University news release. On May 1, the Kansas Crop Improvement Association contracted with the Kansas Department of Agriculture to provide official service and regulatory seed testing. Kansas is the only state in the nation with such an arrangement. Release available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY PROTECTION

2002 Biological Diversity Report Online

A summary report of the 6th Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity in The Hague, Netherlands in April 2002 is at http://www.iisd.ca/linkages/biodiv/cop6/
United Nations IPR Conference Proceedings Available

The Government of India and the United Nations’ Conference on Trade and Development co-organized an international seminar on “Systems for Protecting and Commercializing Traditional Knowledge” in New Delhi in April 2002. Presentations and final communiqué are online at
http://www.unctad.org/trade_env/test1/meetings/delhi.htm

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Trade Promotion Authority Stalls Over Benefits 
According to the May 9 Associated Press, which states, Senate and White House negotiators reached agreement on a trade package giving the president broad negotiating powers. The deal opened the way for the Senate to move on a three-part trade package that gives the president  fast-track trade authority, expands the trade adjustment assistance program for trade-displaced workers, and extends a 10-year program of low tariffs for products from Colombia, Peru, Bolivia and Ecuador. Story at http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/business/20020509-1536-tradeauthority.html  Related May 17 Associated Press story at http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/national/AP-Congress-Trade.html
Japan and Australia to Work Towards Free Trade Agreement

The Japanese Prime Minister and his Australian counterpart acknowledged that agreement on a free trade arrangement would not be easy, especially given Japan's high tariffs on Australian agricultural imports, reported the May 1 BBC News online. But the premiers said the agreement was a "desirable goal" even if it would not be realized quickly. Story at http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_1961000/1961145.stm
Environmental Review of Doha Trade Negotiations Sought by USTR 
In the May 15 Federal Register, the Trade Policy Staff Committee of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) announced the initiation of an environmental review of the multilateral negotiations launched in November 2001 at the World Trade Organization’s Fourth Ministerial Meeting in Doha, Qatar. The USTR requests public comments on the scope of the environmental review, including any foreseeable significant positive or negative environmental effects. It also welcomes public views on appropriate methodologies for conducting the review and the estimated time to perform the environmental analysis, given the three-year time frame for the negotiations. Comments due to the USTR by July 26. Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-12120-filed   

OTHER NEWS
Second Coming of E-Business Uncertain

The May 13 Business Week said that the “e-biz build-out, if and when it comes, will be relatively slow, marked by further ups and downs.” Much of the work will be aimed at helping existing companies use the Internet to cut costs, serve customers better, and open new markets. Story at http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/02_19/b3782601.htm

Plants May be Used to Bring Good Bugs to Gardens
Plants can help attract and hold insects that parasitize and prey upon plant-damaging insects, said an entomologist in the April 12 Michigan State University Landscape Advisory Team Alert. “Planting the right flowers is a better solution than buying insect predators for backyard gardens,” he said. Story at http://www.msue.msu.edu/ipm/CAT02_land/L04-12-02.htm#7

Wheat and Other Food Donations Sought for Starving Nations
“In country after country, the need for wheat donations is growing,” said the May 3 Wheat Letter of the U.S. Wheat Associates. The United Nations has a shortfall in international food aid since it received less than a tenth of the $258 million in food aid it requested from member countries. Hunger crises threaten Zimbabwe and Afghanistan among others. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org. 
Turfgrass Trends Newsletter Available 

The Advanstar Landscape Group announced on May 8 that it launched a new Turfgrass Trends newsletter focusing on turf diseases, pest control and plant nutrition problems. Newsletter at www.turfgrasstrends.com.


Pioneer Web Site to Feature Corn Yield Contest Winner
In a May 1 news release, Pioneer Hi-Bred Intl., Inc., announced that it will feature Francis Childs, four-time winner of the National Corn Growers Association Corn Yield Contest, on its GrowingPoint web site. Throughout the growing season, Childs will write a biweekly journal detailing some of the production and management practices he uses to achieve record-breaking yields. Childs’ journal at www.pioneer.com/growingpoint.com by clicking on “agronomy,” (username and password required to register). Release at http://www.pioneer.com/pioneer_news/press_releases/francis_childs.htm

SEMINARS & EVENTS

AOSA-SCST to Host Workshop on Adventitious Presence 
The Association of Official Seed Analysts (AOSA) and Society of Commercial Seed Technologists (SCST) will co-host a symposium and workshop on the adventitious presence of biotech events in seed on June 13 in Sioux Falls, S.D. The event is part of the AOSA-SCST Annual Meeting June 12-18. Meeting schedule and registration at http://www.aosaseed.com/meeting_schedule.html#

Boston Seed Party to Focus on Gene Revolution
ASTA’s 2002 Annual Convention in Boston June 23-26 will feature Nobel Laureate James Watson, Ph.D., and Juan Enriquez of Harvard’s Life Science Project, who will address the past and future developments in agricultural biotechnology, respectively. The meeting will feature other high-level speakers, optional tours, and the “Boston Tee Party,” ASTA’s golf outing of the year. Registration for the latter closes May 15. More information, registration, and attendee list online at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_index.asp

UPOV-WIPO to Host Symposium on Biotech Patents
The International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants and the World Intellectual Property Organization will co-host a symposium on “The Interface Between Patents and Plant Breeders’ Rights: The Biotechnology Challenge” on Oct. 25, 2002. The meeting will be at their joint headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. More information at www.upov.org. 


Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 800 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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