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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY  
FDA Regulation of Biotech Crops Reviewed in General Accounting Office Report
The Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA’s) regulation of biotech crops was reviewed in a May 23 report issued by the U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO). House Representatives John Baldacci and John Tierney asked the GAO to 1) identify potential human health risks associated with biotech foods and expert views regarding the adequacy of tests used to evaluate these risks; 2) describe FDA’s controls for ensuring that companies submit test data it requests and identify expert views of the agency’s evaluation of these foods; 3) describe potential changes in future biotech foods and tests to evaluate them; and 4) identify expert views on the necessity and feasibility of monitoring the long-term health risks of these foods. “GM foods pose the same types of inherent risks to human health as conventional foods,” the report states. “Current tests have been adequate for evaluating the few GM foods with relatively simple compositional changes that FDA has reviewed so far. Monitoring the long-term health risks of GM foods is generally neither necessary nor feasible, according to scientists and regulatory officials we contacted … because there is no scientific evidence, or even a hypothesis, suggesting that long-term harm results from these foods. Furthermore, there is consensus … that technical challenges make long-term monitoring infeasible.” Report at http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d02566.pdf 
Kucinich Introduces Five Biotech Bills in House 

House Representative Dennis Kucinich (D-Ohio) introduced on May 22 five bills calling for tighter regulation of biotech crops. The bills are supported by the Campaign to Label Genetically Engineered Food among others. H.R. 4812 would “provide additional protections for farmers and ranchers that may be harmed economically by biotech seeds, plants, or animals.” H.R. 4813 would amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic (FD&C) Act with respect to the safety of biotech foods. H.R. 4814 would amend the FD&C Act, Federal Meat Inspection Act, and Poultry Products Inspection Act to require that food produced by modern biotechnology or containing biotech material be labeled as such. H.R. 4815 would ensure that efforts to address world hunger through the use of biotech animals and crops “actually help developing countries and people, while protecting human health and the environment.” H.R. 4816 would “assign liability for injury” caused by biotech events. All bills to be posted at http://thomas.loc.gov   
Kucinich’s web page on biotech foods at http://www.house.gov/kucinich/action/gef.htm
European Agriculture Examines Co-Existence of Biotech, Conventional and Organic Crops 
The European Commission (EC) released a report on May 22 entitled “Scenarios for Co-Existence of Genetically Modified, Conventional and Organic Crops in European Agriculture,” by the Joint Research Centre (JRC) as commissioned by the Agriculture Directorate-General. “Co-existence means that farmers should be able to freely adopt the agricultural production system they prefer,” a May 22 EC news release stated. “If GM crops increase their share in EU agriculture, the question arises as to whether adventitious presence of GM crops in organic or in conventional crops at farm and at regional level could significantly increase if current farming practices are maintained.” In the JRC research, three crops were selected as case studies, namely oilseed rape for seed production, grain maize used for feed production and potato for direct consumption and food processing. There is a trend to expect lower levels of adventitious presence of biotech events on organic farms, since they already have segregation systems in place, the report said. It also stated that all farms could achieve a hypothetical 0.3% threshold for biotech events in seed production by changing farming practices. The JRC is taking steps to assess the consequences of the introduction and possible increase of biotech crops and to identify ways to minimize adventitious biotech presence below EC thresholds for labeling biotech food. The JRC is also looking at biotech event verification systems, costs of relevant changes in farming practices, and systems to cover possible financial losses due to adventitious presence of biotech events in conventional crops. Report at http://www.jrc.cec.eu.int/GECrops  
EC news release at http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=MEMO%20/02/100|0|RAPID&lg=EN
EC Report Confirms EuropaBio Position on Biotech and Non-Biotech Crops
EuropaBio, the European association for bio-industries, issued a May 22 press release regarding the above EC-JRC report. “In reality, GM crop production can co-exist with other systems, as long as reasonable standards of purity are developed,” the release stated. In order to have a minimal impact on farming practices, legislators need to set reasonable thresholds for biotech material in non-biotech crops to “minimize costs and disturbance to all farmers,” said Simon Barber, director of EuropaBio’s Plant Biotechnology Unit. “For farmers to achieve 100% purity on their farms, they would have to isolate their crops along ‘quarantine’ lines. Zero tolerance of alternative farming systems is simply an extreme position that would create havoc for farmers.” The EC-JRC report shows that it would be extremely difficult for European seed producers and farmers to meet the unrealistically low threshold levels, and that if taken to the extreme, the costs would be prohibitive. The report confirms that practical, workable and realistic thresholds must be agreed upon so that biotech farming can co-exist alongside other farming systems. “One farming system should not be able to exclude another–farmers also have a right to choose,” concluded Barber. Release at http://www.europabio.org/pages/index.asp
European Union Issues Report on Labeling and Tracing Biotech Food and Feed
The UK Parliament House of Lords issued a report on May 23 on “Labeling and Tracing of GM Food and Animal Feed: Informing the Consumer.” Under present EU rules, all biotech products must be assessed for potential health and environmental impacts before approval for deliberate release into the environment, the report noted. Any food or food ingredient that contains a detectable level of biotech material has to be labeled as such. Consumer concern about lack of biotech food labeling has led a number of EU Member States to block further approvals of biotech crops. The European Commission and major commodity crop producers consider this to be illegal under World Trade Organization (WTO) rules. The Commission has responded with proposals to extend the labeling rules to all foods produced from biotech crops, irrespective of whether biotech material is detectable in the finished product, and to apply the regime to animal feed for the first time. Labeling would not be required for food from animals fed on biotech feed, nor for products that use biotech processing agents (i.e., wine and cheese). Since the need for labeling could no longer be determined by laboratory testing, the labeling proposals would be supported by a new traceability regime, which would create an “audit trail” from farm to supermarket shelf. The U.S. government, biotechnology industry, and large-scale biotech crop growers see the whole package as a possible technical barrier to trade under WTO rules. The Committee’s report endorses consumer right to choose between biotech and non-biotech products based on the best information available, but concludes that it is not practicable to regulate the traceability scheme envisaged by the Commission for bulk commodity imports from the United States and elsewhere. Instead, it recommends retaining the present labeling regime, building on existing identity preserved and farm assurance schemes as a means of meeting consumer demand for choice. Report at http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200102/ldselect/ldeucom/117/11701.htm  
Blair Says Science is Vital to UK’s Future Prosperity
In a May 23 speech to the United Kingdom Royal Society, UK Prime Minister Tony Blair noted that “science is vital to our country’s continued future prosperity … When I was in Bangalore ... I met a group of academics, who [said] to me bluntly: Europe has gone soft on science; we are going to leapfrog you and you will miss out. They regarded the debate on GM here and elsewhere in Europe as utterly astonishing. They saw us as completely overrun by protestors and pressure groups who used emotion to drive out reason. And they didn’t think we had the political will to stand up for proper science. I believe that if we don’t get a better understanding of science and its role, they may be proved right.” Speech at http://www.number-10.gov.uk/output/Page5044.asp
European Consumers Want Information, Not Ban Per Se, on Biotech Foods
Agricultural Biotechnology in Europe (ABE), an initiative by the major biotech seed producers in Europe, released a paper on public attitudes towards agricultural biotechnology. The paper is ABE’s contribution to “facilitating an open debate on how biotechnology will be applied in agriculture in ways that society finds acceptable.” Despite the prevailing notion that the public in Europe rejects the use of biotechnology outside the laboratory, independent research shows quite consistently that most people feel too poorly informed to come to a sensible conclusion. The report indicates that most people are not anti-science or anti-technology, rather, they want more and better information on which to base decisions. Paper at http://www.ABEurope.info 
Misunderstood Public Causes Impasse in Biotech Debate
Most stakeholders in the biotech food debate misunderstand public responses, according to a report on “public perceptions of agricultural biotechnologies in Europe” funded by the Commission of European Communities. Public responses to biotech foods in decision-making circles were framed either in terms of a lack of knowledge or of non-scientific, ethical concerns. According to the report, these mistaken interpretations of public perceptions play an influential role in shaping the communication strategies and policies of decision-makers in government and business, as well as in consumer and environmental groups. Hence, policies continue to fail to respond adequately to public demands and, therefore, fail to resolve or advance the debate, the report notes. Report at http://www.lancs.ac.uk/depts/ieppp/pabe
Food Derived from Biotech Corn Approved for Sale in Australia and New Zealand

Food derived from glyphosate-tolerant corn (line NK603) has been approved for sale and use in Australia and New Zealand, according to a May 24 report from the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Agency. The glyphosate-tolerant corn line has undergone a robust scientific safety assessment by the Australia New Zealand Food Authority and no evidence of any public health and safety risk associated with the consumption of the food was found. Report at http://www.anzfa.gov.au/mediareleasespublications/mediareleases/mediareleases2002/jointcommuniquefoodm1520.cfm 
Egyptian Study Shows Biotech Crops to Benefit Farmers
An advance report from Egypt’s Agricultural Policy Reform Program concludes that farmers who plant biotech crops will benefit from reduced pesticide application and lower production costs, reported the May 24 Crop Biotech Update. The report is on a study of the potential benefits of biotech cotton, squash, potato, tomato and corn in Egypt. In all crop cases, results indicate that farmers who plant biotech seed will no longer need to spray certain pesticides and will enjoy increased crop yields and income, despite paying a premium for biotech seed. Research papers on the benefits of specific crops at http://www.ageri.sci.eg/topic6/projectc.htm
No Biotech Events Found in Maize Gene Banks in Mexico
As part of its continuing effort to characterize maize gene bank accessions and breeding materials, the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center’s (CIMMYT’s) Applied Biotechnology Center and Maize Program recently conducted another set of tests for biotech events in an additional 28 Mexican landraces. None of the materials tested were positive for the common promoter (cauliflower mosaic virus 35S) associated with biotech maize. If the promoter had been found and results verified, it would have indicated that a biotech maize plant had crossed with the sampled maize or a direct ancestor. To date, CIMMYT specialists have screened 152 Mexican landraces and failed to detect the presence of the CaMV 35S promoter. Information on CIMMYT maize testing at http://www.cimmyt.cgiar.org/whatiscimmyt/Transgenic/FactsandFuture_08May02.htm
Scientists Create Instant Biotech Wheat 

A May 21 Reuters article reported that Australian scientists are claiming a world first for creating biotech wheat used in instant dishes and wheat crispies. The new wheat has been field tested and is near commercialization. It will allow Australian foodmakers and bakeries to by-pass milling wheat for the first time in history. The producers of instant wheat have their sights on the U.S. market, where they said talks are underway with a “household name” food group. The wheat was developed by scientists with the Wheat Co-operative Research Center in conjunction with Sydney University and government departments of agriculture. Story at http://www.msnbc.com/news/755449.asp?0si=-&cp1=1
Effects of Bt Corn on the Monarch Butterfly 

The May 2002 issue of Trends in Genetics contains the paper, “The Case of the Monarch Butterfly: A Verdict is Returned.” It states that “a series of ecologically based studies … demonstrated that the commercial large-scale cultivation of current Bt maize hybrids did not pose a significant risk to the monarch population. Further studies also demonstrated that Bt-expressing crops posed little risk to other non-target insects, including beneficial insects such as pollinators and natural enemies.” Paper at http://reviews.bmn.com/journals/atoz/latest?uid=TIG.etd01193_01689525_v0018i05_00002664&rendertype=abstract&node=TOC%40%40TIG%40018%4005%40018_05n with site registration (subscription required to access complete report). 
BioteBiBioteBiotech Mosquitoes Impaired in Transmission of Malaria Parasite
A letter in the May 23 issue of Nature from researchers at Case Western Reserve University’s Department of Genetics said that the spread of malaria could be curtailed by rendering mosquitoes incapable of transmitting parasites through biotechnology. “Many of the tools required for the genetic manipulation of mosquito competence for malaria transmission have been developed,” the researchers said. “Foreign genes can now be introduced into the germ line of both culicine and anopheline mosquitoes, and these transgenes can be expressed in a tissue-specific manner. Here we report on the use of such tools to generate transgenic mosquitoes that express antiparasitic genes in their midgut epithelium, thus rendering them inefficient vectors for the disease. These findings have significant implications for the development of new strategies for malaria control.” Malaria is estimated to cause 0.7 to 2.7 million deaths per year, according to the researchers. “If no new control measures are developed, the malaria death toll is projected to double in the next 20 years. Efforts to control the disease are hampered by drug resistance in the Plasmodium parasites, insecticide resistance in mosquitoes, and the lack of an effective vaccine.” Abstract at http://www.nature.com/nlink/v417/n6887/abs/417452a_fs.html (subscription required to view full letter). 
Dentists Find Vaccine for Tooth Decay in Biotech Tobacco

The May 17 issue of SeedWeek reported that scientists at a dental institute in London, England, say they have developed a vaccine against tooth decay from biotech tobacco and are looking for a company to help them conduct large-scale trials. Earlier trials were carried out with the assistance of Plant Biotechnology, Inc., in California. The researchers from Guy’s, King’s & St. Thomas’ Dental Institute will display their work next week at London’s Chelsea Flower Show.
U.S. Grains Council Sponsors Biotech Study Tour for Saudi Delegates

The U.S. Grains Council sponsored a biotechnology team from Saudi Arabia for briefings and meetings in Washington, DC and at Cornell University, said a May 22 Council news release. The purpose of the study tour was to inform team members of the status of agricultural biotechnology in the United States and worldwide; encourage Saudi Arabia to set biotech regulations that are responsive to consumer concerns without inhibiting world trade; and discuss the U.S. approval process and food safety system related to biotech events as well as the advantages of agricultural biotechnology for Saudi consumers and farmers. Release at http://www.grains.org/news/latest_news/02_05_22.html

Canadian Dietitians Issue Educational Materials on Biotech Foods 

In a May 17 news release, the Dieticians of Canada announced the availability of a paper on “Modern Food Biotechnology: Principles and Perspectives.” It provides an overview of the science behind biotech foods, role of biotechnology within agriculture, potential impact of biotechnology on food security,  and labeling biotech foods for potential allergenicity and other reasons. Release at http://www.dietitians.ca/news/biotech_materials_may2002.html
Document at http://www.dieteticsatwork.com/biotech_order.asp with site registration. Order form for a paper copy at http://www.dieteticsatwork.com/Biotech_resource_order_form.pdf 

Consumer Q&A on biotech foods at http://www.dietitians.ca/resources/index.html 

USDA Seeks Comments on Assessment of Biotech Events as Plant Pests 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Animal Plant and Health Inspection Service (APHIS) said in the May 6 Federal Register that it seeks public comments within 30 days on the assessment of biotech events as plant pests. APHIS will collect the information through a notification procedure or permit requirement to ensure that certain biotech products, when imported, moved interstate, or released into the environment, do not pose a risk to agriculture or the environment if grown without APHIS regulation. Deadline for comments is June 6. Federal Register notice at

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-11157-filed
WHO Seeks Input from Industry on Biotech Foods 
The World Health Organization’s Food Safety Program invites all interested stakeholders to comment on the implications of biotech foods on human health and development for a study it is completing by June 30, 2002. Respondents should fill out a questionnaire at http://www.who.int/fsf/GMfood/mega_study_index.htm  


BIOTERRORISM
Bioterrorism Legislation Passed by Congress; Food Security to Increase
HR 3448, “The Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act,”  passed the U.S. Senate on May 23 by a vote of 98 to 0 with two absentees. This vote followed a full House approval on May 22. Among many new measures, the bill grants authority to the USDA to regulate pathogens and other agents potentially devastating to crops and livestock, according to a May 22 news release from the House Energy and Commerce Committee. To further protect America’s food and drug supply and agricultural security, the bill authorizes $545 million for the USDA and FDA to hire hundreds of new border inspectors, develop new methods to detect contaminated foods, work with state food safety regulators, and protect crops and livestock. The bill also provides new regulatory powers to FDA to detain suspicious foods for inspection, require prior notice of all food imports, improve access to records to investigate sources of contamination, and require foreign and domestic food facilities to register with the FDA. Release at http://energycommerce.house.gov/107/news/05222002_577print.htm 

Bill at http://energycommerce.house.gov/107/pubs/H3448_CON.pdf
DOT Extends Comment Period on Transportation of Hazardous Substances 
The Department of Transportation’s (DOT’s) Research and Special Programs Administration extended the comment period to July 3 on its May 2 proposed rule on enhanced security requirements for the transportation of hazardous materials, including biotech microorganisms, in commerce. Revised requirements have been proposed for Hazardous Materials Regulations applicable to registration certificates, shipping documentation, and training. The DOT also seeks a new requirement for certain hazardous materials shippers and carriers to have security plans in place. DOT May 23 Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-13003-filed.pdf 

FARM POLICY AND NEWS
Farm Bill Explained on USDA Web Site 

In a May 14 news release, the USDA announced that it has launched new web pages aimed at helping farmers, ranchers and the general public learn about the new farm bill. The web site includes farm bill program details, questions and answers, program applications and sign-up forms, as well as other important materials on farm bill implementation. The site also contains advanced electronic forms to help applicants receive program benefits faster. Release at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/05/0191.htm  Web site at http://www.usda.gov/farmbill
USDA-ERS Compares 2002 and 1996 Farm Bills 
The USDA’s Economic Research Service released a May 22 report, “The 2002 Farm Bill: Provisions and Economic Implications,” which provides a side-by-side comparison of the new Farm Bill with 1996-2001 farm legislation. Commodity programs, conservation, trade, nutrition programs, credit, rural development, research and related matters are all addressed. Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/Features/FarmBill/
EPA Extends Comment Period on Misleading Pesticide Product Brand Names
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has extended its comment period to August 1 on its March 28 Federal Register notice on a draft pesticide registration notice titled “False or Misleading Pesticide Product Brand Names.” The draft notice provides guidance to registrants, applicants, and the public as to what product brand names may be false or misleading, either by themselves or in association with company names or trademarks. EPA May 24 Federal Register notice at http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-13109-filed 
Cotton Candy for Insects New Pest Control Tool on Horizon
The May 1 issue of Resource magazine said that farmers may someday exchange pesticides for an industrial grade polymer that looks and acts like cotton candy as a major weapon against onion maggots, cabbage maggots, corn earworms and other agricultural pests. Researchers at Cornell University and New York’s Integrated Pest Management program have been testing non-woven fiber barriers made of ethylene vinyl acetate as a bug-prevention device. The polymer, identical to the material used in hot-melt glue guns, can be extruded under pressure to form webs that cover plants and ward off agricultural pests. Story available from Angela Dansby upon e-news request at adansby@amseed.org.

USDA-AMS Issues 30 New Plant Variety Certificates  

In a May 17 news release, the USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service issued Plant Variety Protection certificates to developers of 30 new varieties of barley, bluegrass, corn, cotton, peanut and wheat. The developers will have the exclusive right to reproduce, sell, import and export their products in the United States for the duration of protection. Release with specific varieties listed at http://www.ams.usda.gov/news/104-02.htm
Scientists Confirm Positive Ethanol Energy Balance 
A recent study by Michigan State University confirms the positive net energy balance for the production of ethanol. Published in the peer-reviewed International Journal of Life Cycle Assessment, scientists determined that ethanol provides 56% more energy than is consumed during production. All energy inputs, including growing corn, processing corn into ethanol, and transportation, were taken into account. Study at http://www.ethanolRFA.org/Allocation_Procedures.pdf 
Ethanol Production on the Rise
The ethanol industry is expected to produce an annual record of approximately 2.2 billion gallons in 2002, according to the May 24 Ethanol Report. Production capacity continues to grow with 14 ethanol plants under construction constituting more than 400 million gallons of additional annual production capacity. Currently, 61 existing plants can produce more than 2.35 billion gallons per year. Story at http://www.ethanolrfa.org/ereports/er052402.html 
Use of Ethanol to Increase in California and Missouri
The May 24 Ethanol Report noted that California’s largest gasoline supplier announced it will phase out the gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) by December 2002 and will begin the use of ethanol in its gasoline. British Petroleum (BP), which sells gas under the ARCO and Amoco brands, said it has taken the first step to phase out MTBE by the end of the year by signing contracts with several Midwest suppliers of ethanol. In addition, the Missouri General Assembly passed legislation that will promote the increased production and use of ethanol in the state, including banning MTBE by July 2005. Ethanol Report at http://www.ethanolrfa.org/ereports/er052402.html

INDUSTRY NEWS 
 
Monsanto to Release Soybean Genetic Material
In a May 13 news release, Monsanto Company announced it will release approximately 200 Simple Sequence Repeat genetic markers to accelerate the development of a soybean plant that renders improved oil and protein profiles and higher yields. Monsanto and the USDA cooperated in the development of this technology. Monsanto will release these genetic markers to the United Soybean Board’s (USB’s) Better Bean Initiative, which will make them available to the public sector in May 2002. These markers will enable researchers to rapidly analyze soybean plants and identify individuals that have the best expression of a desired trait. This is the third donation of genetic material that Monsanto has made to the Better Bean Initiative in the past two years. Release at http://www.monsanto.com/monsanto/media/02/02May13_SoyPblicRelease.html
Savia to Spin Off Biotech Fruit and Veggie Research Unit
According to the May 17 issue of SeedWeek, Bionova Holding Corporation, a unit of Savia, S.A., said it began closing down its research and development operations, carried out primarily by its wholly-owned subsidiary DNA Plant Technology Corp. This unit has been developing biotech fruits and vegetables, but producers are reluctant to invest in them due to concern over public acceptance of biotech food. Over the next two months, DNAP’s Oakland, Calif., research facility will be closed and nearly all personnel laid off. DNAP then intends to license or sell its intellectual property. 

Delta and Pine Land Collaborates with Syngenta on Insect-Resistant Cotton 
Delta and Pine Land Company (DP&L) said in a May 16 news release that it reached an agreement with Syngenta to introgress, test and evaluate Syngenta’s insect resistance technology in D&PL’s elite cotton germplasm. Results could be new biotech cotton varieties in 2004. Release at http://www.deltaandpine.com/Investor/Press%20Releases/Syngentafinal.pdf
Pioneer Funds Corn Ear and Tassel Development Research

Researchers at Purdue University, with funding from Pioneer Hi-Bred Intl., Inc., are going to evaluate whether or not chilling injury creates corn ear deformities, said a May 24 Pioneer news release. The research will help growers better understand how corn hybrids are affected by isolated cases of environment stress. Release available upon e-news request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.

Delta and Pine Land and MaxyAg Form DeltaMax Cotton LLC
Delta and Pine Land Company said in May 28 news release that it established DeltaMax Cotton LLC with MaxyAg, Inc., a subsidiary of Maxygen, Inc., to create, develop, and commercialize value-enhancing traits for the cotton seed market. DeltaMax will contract research and development activities to MaxyAg, DP&L, and third parties when appropriate as well as license its products to DP&L and potentially others. Release at http://www.deltaandpine.com/Investor/Press%20Releases/Maxy%20Final1.pdf

CBI Issues Ad About Benefits of Biotech Soybeans
The Council for Biotechnology Information announced that it launched a soybean ad as part of its “Would it surprise you to know?” series that has featured papayas, cotton, and corn. A similar series is running in Canada. The new ad is scheduled to debut May 27 in U.S. News & World Report and later appear in several other prominent publications throughout the summer and fall. The ad explains how biotech soybeans make it easier to control weeds and plow less and why they are safe for people and the environment. CBI has also developed an extensive Q & A about biotech soybeans. For a copy of the soybean ad, contact Margaret Speich at CBI by e-mail at mspeich@whybiotech.com.


INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY PROTECTION

Convention on Biological Diversity Courts Controversy
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“A treaty enacted nine years ago to conserve and exploit the diversity of species on earth is seriously impeding biologists’ efforts to catalog and comprehend that same natural bounty, many scientists say,” reported the May 7 New York Times. “They say the treaty has spawned paralyzing biological bureaucracies built on the widespread belief that any scientist collecting samples—whether for a drug company or a dissertation—is bent on stealing genetic material and making a fortune … The parties to the treaty, the Convention on Biological Diversity, met last month in The Hague and adopted voluntary guidelines aimed at distinguishing between ‘bio-prospecting’ and basic science. But the parties, numbering 183, have yet to negotiate the details, and even after they are complete, signers are free to maintain existing rules. The United States was involved in the talks, and the Clinton administration signed the treaty. But the Senate, lobbied by agriculture and drug companies, has never approved it. The Bush administration is reviewing whether to pursue ratification.” Story at http://www.nytimes.com/2002/05/07/science/earth/07TREA.html?tntemail0 

Seed Companies Give Away Data, Patent Rights on Crops  
The May 23 Washington Post reported that agricultural biotechnology companies are setting up charitable foundations, backing aid for subsistence farmers, and donating valuable data and patents as part of a broad push to win consumer acceptance of biotech foods. After encountering resistance in Europe and criticism around the world, Monsanto Co. started the trend two years ago by giving away genetic data on the rice plant. Syngenta AG, is planning to follow suit by turning over more information on the plant … many publicly-funded researchers, once deeply skeptical of the companies’ intentions, are impressed enough by the recent efforts to reconsider some of their views. Story at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A60076-2002May22.html
WTO Papers on Biodiversity and TRIPS Agreement Online

The Centre for International Environmental Law has published a number of recent papers on WTO’s work on biodiversity and its agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). See http://www.ciel.org/Publications/pubtae.html and http://www.ciel.org/Publications/pubbaw.html
Database of Biodiversity Rights Legislation Online

Genetic Resources Action International has revamped the Biodiversity Rights Legislation (BRL) section of its web site. The BRL is a full-text database of laws and agreements defining rights over biodiversity in developing countries. It compiles legislative texts that define rights in relation to genetic resources or to knowledge associated with those materials. Web site at http://www.grain.org/brl
International Chamber of Commerce Issues Business IPR Paper

The International Chamber of Commerce published a May 2002 version of its “Current and Emerging Intellectual Property Issues for Business: A Roadmap for Business and Policy Makers.”  Paper at

http://www.iccwbo.org/home/intellectual_property/IP%20roadmap/Opening%20page.asp
IPR and Developing Countries: UK Conference 

The transcripts of the conference “How Intellectual Property Rights Could Work Better for Developing Countries and Poor People,” held at the Royal Society in London in February 2002, are online at http://www.iprcommission.org/meetingsSubs.asp?primary=39&offset=0

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Senate Passes Trade Promotion Authority Bill 
House Resolution 3009 on Trade Promotion Authority was approved by the U.S. Senate by a vote of 66 to 30 on May 23, reported the May 24 New York Times. The bill would “give President Bush the authority to reach trade agreements that are largely immune from Congressional tinkering but would greatly increase aid to workers who lose their jobs because of foreign competition  ... The Senate’s lopsided approval followed razor-thin passage of trade authority in the House late last year, the first time in eight years that both houses of Congress have agreed to grant the White House the enhanced negotiating powers … It would triple the money spent on aid for displaced workers to $1.2 billion annually. The government would also begin paying 70 percent of the health insurance costs for people whose jobs disappear because of imports ... Bush wants to use the authority to create the world’s largest free trade zone by expanding the North American Free Trade Agreement to 31 additional countries, mostly in Latin America, by the end of his first term.” Bill at http://thomas.loc.gov  May 24 New York Times story at http://www.nytimes.com/2002/05/24/politics/24TRAD.html Related May 24 Washington Post story at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A1453-2002May23.html 

USTR and USDA Pleased with Senate Passage of Trade Bill
On May 23, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman and U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick announced they were very pleased with the Senate’s bipartisan passage of Trade Promotion Authority for President Bush. “This is extremely good news for American agriculture,” Veneman said. “And, it is an important step in restoring the President’s authority to negotiate and enter into trade agreements that will boost U.S. food and agricultural exports.” Zoellick said that “open trade is at the foundation of President Bush’s strategy to advance hope, opportunity, prosperity, and the rule of law to benefit Americans and others around the world. TPA will provide the Administration with the tools to pry open markets and negotiate the best deals for our workers, farmers, and consumers. We urge the Congress to move expeditiously to a conference committee and provide the President with Trade Promotion Authority.” Veneman statement at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/05/0208.htm 
Zoellick statement at http://www.ustr.gov/releases/2002/05/02-50.htm
EU’s Lamy Presses for U.S. Trade Promotion Authority 
The May 16 Dow Jones reported that European Union (EU) Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy said the key issue in EU-U.S. trade relations is whether the U.S. government will obtain fast-track authority to negotiate trade policy. “It’s very important for all of us, and the EU in particular, that the U.S. (administration) obtain this capacity to negotiate,” Lamy said. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/dowjones/20020516/bs_dowjones/eu_s_lamy__us_fast_track_authority_on_trade_key_issue
EU Critical Issues Q&A on U.S. Farm Bill
”The U.S. Farm Bill is a staggeringly complex piece of legislation and as yet, not even the leading U.S. farm policy analysts have worked out the full economic and trade effects, including its repercussions for international trade and prices,” a May 15 European Commission Q&A said. “In particular, as the main thrust of the subsidy regime is "counter-cyclical", it has the effect of canceling out market signals. This means that farmers will continue to over-produce in times of surplus. While analyses continue, it is already evident from worldwide reaction to the Farm Bill, that the U.S., in choosing to aid farmers in a highly production-distorting way, has lost any claim to be a credible force for farm policy reform in the WTO agriculture negotiations. In addition, by subsidizing its farmers to the maximum level of its current ceilings under WTO, the U.S. restricts its ability to accept further reductions in production-distorting support in the frame of the WTO agriculture negotiations.” Q&A at  http://europe.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=MEMO/02/94|0|RAPID&lg=EN&display=
EU Farm Ministers Delay Reform Talks to Assess U.S. Farm Bill
EU farm ministers said they would delay talks on reforming their annual farm budget of some $41 billion to take into account the new U.S. Farm Bill, said the May 27 Associated Press. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020527/ap_wo_en_ge/eu_us_farm_bill_1
Cairns Countries Criticize U.S. Farm Bill 
The May 15 Associated Press reported that 18 agricultural exporting nations criticized the new U.S. farm bill, saying it could undermine global attempts to liberalize the farm sector. In a statement, the Cairns Group, including Australia, Canada, Brazil and South Africa, said the size of the subsidy package for the U.S. industry “will hurt farmers around the world … the impact will be particularly damaging on developing countries—net food exporters and importers alike —many of which are heavily reliant on their agricultural sectors for their economic development. It is damaging to the international economy and could undermine efforts to achieve global reform of this heavily subsidized and distorted sector.” Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020515/ap_on_bi_ge/wto_us_farm_bill_2


U.S. Farm Bill Adds to Canadian Anger Over Trade
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“When Canadian politicians talk about trade with the United States, the message is invariably more of frustration than friendship,” said the May 22 New York Times. “Angered by American moves against some of Canada’s biggest exports, like softwood lumber, wheat and energy, many Canadians see the new U.S. Farm Bill as yet another slap in the face.” Story at http://www.nytimes.com/2002/05/23/international/23CANA.html 

Caribbean Ministers Concerned About U.S. Farm Bill 
The May 27 Associated Press reported that trade ministers from 15 countries of the Caribbean Community said they were concerned about negative effects of subsidies in the new U.S. Farm Bill. The ministers’ meeting was days after both Argentina and Brazil said they would challenge the U.S. bill at the World Trade Organization. The head of the Barbados-based Regional Negotiating Machinery said the United States was “giving the wrong signal while pushing smaller economies in the hemisphere to open their markets under the Free Trade Areas of the Americas arrangement by 2005.” Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020527/ap_on_re_la_am_ca/caribbean_us_farm_bill_3 
Veneman Defends Farm Bill in Light of International Criticism
“Some in other countries [contend] that this Farm Bill undermines our international trade position,” stated Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman on May 21. “The WTO permits the United States to spend $19.1 billion annually for certain types of farm program support … Additionally, U.S. markets are relatively open already compared with other countries. Our tariffs on agricultural products average about 12 percent. The food and agriculture tariffs around the globe average around 62 percent. Again, the new Farm Bill does meet our trade obligations … The EU [still uses] 90 percent of the total export subsidy support. That is the most trade-distorting kind of support. So there are major reforms that need to take throughout the world through the Doha Round, the new round of WTO negotiations, and the United States remains committed to aggressively pursuing trade reform.” Statement at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/05/0201.htm


U.S. Wheat Associates Call for Normalizing Trade With Cuba

The May 24 Wheat Letter said representatives of the U.S. Wheat Associates have stepped up calls for renewed and intensified efforts towards normalizing agricultural trade with Cuba. During a recent trip to Cuba, U.S. wheat representatives met with Fidel Castro about agriculture, economics, and trade. “Our meeting confirmed what we’ve believed all along,” said USW President Alan Tracy. “The Cuban economy is taking some steps forward, and with our help on trade, the people will see improvements in their daily lives sooner rather than later.”

Taiwan to Purchase Millions of Tons of U.S. Feed Grains

A May 15 U.S. Grains Council news release said that officials from Taiwan’s feed grains industry committed to purchase nearly 10 million metric tons of U.S. corn, barley and grain sorghum by the end of 2003. The growth of the Taiwanese feed grains market has been fueled by the support of U.S. grain producers and agribusinesses, as well as USDA market development funds. Release at http://www.grains.org/news/latest_news/taiwan.mission.html
USDA Issues Updated Agricultural Trade Statistics

The USDA’s Economic Research Service released a May 20 report on the quantity and value of U.S. farm exports and imports, plus price trends. It tells readers how U.S. agricultural trade stacks up in a global market. In October-March 2002, U.S. agricultural exports equaled $29 billion, 3.5 percent more than in the first 6 months of fiscal 2001. Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/so/view.asp?f=trade/fau-bb/

USDA Launches Web Site for Ag Exporters and Importers

The USDA launched a new web site for buyers and sellers of agricultural products, said the May 17 Kiplinger Agriculture Letter. The site includes commodity and trading standards, market and shipping data, and fair-trade practices. Site at http://www.ams.usda.gov/international

SEMINARS & EVENTS

AOSA-SCST to Host Workshop on Adventitious Presence 
The Association of Official Seed Analysts (AOSA) and Society of Commercial Seed Technologists (SCST) will co-host a symposium and workshop on the adventitious presence of biotech events in seed on June 13 in Sioux Falls, S.D. The event is part of the AOSA-SCST Annual Meeting June 12-18. Meeting schedule and registration at http://www.aosaseed.com/meeting_schedule.html#

Boston Seed Party to Focus on Gene Revolution
ASTA’s 2002 Annual Convention in Boston June 23-26 will feature Nobel Laureate James Watson, Ph.D., and Juan Enriquez of Harvard’s Life Science Project, who will address the past and future developments in agricultural biotechnology, respectively. The meeting will feature other high-level speakers, optional tours, and the “Boston Tee Party” golf tournament. More information, registration, and attendee list at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_index.asp
AASCO Annual Meeting in North Dakota in July

The Association of American Seed Control Officials (AASCO) will hold its annual meeting July 20-25 in Bismark, N.D., at the Radisson Hotel. For registration information, call James Swanson at the North Dakota State Seed Department at 701-231-5405 or by e-mail at jswanson@state-seed.ndsu.nodak.edu. For hotel reservations, call 701-258-7700.

UPOV-WIPO to Host Symposium on Biotech Patents
The International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants and the World Intellectual Property Organization will co-host a symposium on “The Interface Between Patents and Plant Breeders’ Rights: The Biotechnology Challenge” on Oct. 25, 2002. The meeting will be at their joint headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. More information at www.upov.org. 

Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 800 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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