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  American Seed Trade Association

  E-News Update for February 6, 2003
India Ratifies Biosafety Protocol

On February 5, India became the 44th country to ratify the Biosafety Protocol.   To view a listing of other countries ratifying and for more information on the Convention visit website at www.biodiv.org/biosafety/signinglist.asp?sts=rtf&ord=dt&print=1.  

U.S. Seeks Allies for WTO Case

The United States is trying to persuade other countries to join it in a legal complaint over the European Union’s moratorium on imports of genetically food, senior officials continue to report.  The Administration continues to balance this issue with Iraq.

Egypt Wants More US Ag Goods

Reuters is reporting that Egypt, one of the largest buyers of U.S. wheat is interested in buying more U.S. farm products and may seek additional export credits. During the 2001/02 marketing year, Egypt was the top buyer of U.S. wheat, purchasing 3.8 million tons.

Certified Crop Advisors Eligible to Serve as Technical Service Providers

Certified Crop Advisors will be eligible to serve as Technical Service Providers for conservation programs under a memorandum of understanding between the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (NRCS) and the American Society of Agronomy’s Certified Crop Adviser Program.   The agreement was signed on February 6.  
Agriculture Budget Proposes Record Spending

Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman has released details of the Bush Administration’s Proposed FY 2004 budget for USDA programs and services, which include record spending for important farm conservation measures, food safety protection, and nutrition and food assistance programs.  To view a fact sheet outlining proposed expenditures, visit www.usda.gov/news/releases/2003/02/0040.htm. 

ASTA Vegetable and Flower Seed Conference Update

Attendees at the recent Vegetable and Flower Seed Conference welcomed State Agriculture Commissioner Susan Combs at the opening session.  Commissioner Combs brought the participants up-to-date on the importance of marketing and the programs currently being utilized by the State of Texas.  Sessions during the conference included status reports on Plant Variety Protection enforcement; Material Transfer Agreements; organic activities; phytosanitary developments around the world and biotechnology.  Additional details can be found in the upcoming edition of the ASTA newsletter.

Upcoming ASTA Meetings

March 3-7

ASTA Management Academy




Purdue University

June 7-11

ISF Congress




Leela Palace Hotel – Bangalore, India




Info:  cimindia@vsnl.com
June 22-25

120th ASTA Annual Convention




Hyatt Lake Las Vegas




Henderson, NV




Info:  www.amseed.org 





snicolas@amseed.org
November 2-4

ASTA Farm/Lawn Seed Conference



Western Seed Association




Westin Crown Center




Kansas City, MO

December 10-12
ASTA Corn & Sorghum and Soybean Conferences




Hyatt Regency




Chicago, IL

