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ASTA Schedules Workshop for Native Seed Companies

On March 13, members of ASTA interested in learning more about opportunities for native seed are invited to attend a workshop at the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  The one-day workshop will feature speakers from the Forest Service, Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Bureau of Land Management and National Plant Materials Program.   Speakers will brief seedsmen on programs in the 2002 Farm Bill.  For more information, please contact Leslie Cahill at lcahill@amseed.org or call ASTA toll free at 888.890.7333.   
Goodlatte Opposes Opening Farm Bill

New House Agriculture Committee Chairman Bob Goodlatte has gone on record opposing any efforts to re-open the 2002 Farm Bill.  

Soybean Stocks Test 1996 Levels

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is projecting soybean ending stocks for 2002/03 down 25 million bushels this month to 165 million bushels, which is the lowest level since 1996/97.  
Soybean Exports Raised

USDA raised soybean export figures 10 million bushels to 940 million bushels, reflecting the strong pace of exports to date.

Brazil Production Expected to Increase

USDA expects Brazil’s production for soybean to increase 2 million tons to a record 51 million tons, as yield prospects have benefited from almost ideal weather.

China Soy Imports Projected Up

Soybean imports are expected to reach a record 15 million tons, up 0.5 million tons from last month.

Ethanol Production Offsets Corn Exports

Corn use by ethanol producers offset a 25 million bushel reduction in exports to leave projected ending stocks of corn up 5 million bushels from last month, according to USDA.  Globally, 2002/03 coarse grain supply and use projections are up slightly from last month.  Larger corn crops in Argentina, the EU, Russia, and Ukraine account for most of a slight rise in global grain production.  A larger EU corn crop and revised EU beginning stocks account for much of the grain in projected global coarse grain stocks.  Global corn imports are up slightly from last month, due to higher expected purchases by South Korea.  Bigger corn crops in Argentina and Ukraine could mean larger exports, and could reduce U.S. exports.
Wheat Stocks Edge Higher

In line with analysts’ expectations, USDA is projecting U.S. 2002/03 ending stocks of wheat up 27 million bushels from last month’s estimate due to lower seed use and exports.  Projected exports are 25 million bushels below last month below last because of reduced global imports and lower-than-expected US sales and shipments to date.  USDA’s projected price range is up 5 cents on the low end, but down 15 cents on the high end to $3.55 to $3.65 per bushel.

China Wheat Production Down

Globally, wheat supply and use projections are little changed from January.  USDA reports smaller production in China, Argentina, Ukraine, Kazakstan, and several other countries is largely offset by increases for Russia and Uzbekistan.  Although projected imports were up 0.5 million tons for the EU, global imports were reduced.  Projected exports are increased for Russia, but reduced for Argentina, Ukraine, and the U.S.

USDA Funds Boll Weevil Eradication Programs

USDA is providing $14 million in loans to help eliminate the boll weevil in Arkansas and Oklahoma.  FSA’s Farm Loan Programs division administers the program, which provides low-interest loans to nonprofit organizations that work with state agencies, USDA-APHIS and the National Cotton Council.
Farm State Senators Look to Triple Nation’s Use of Ethanol

A group of U.S. farm state senators have launched a new effort to pass legislation that would triple the nation’s use of ethanol and renewable fuels to 5 billion gallons annually by 2012.  Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle and Senator Chuck Hagel were among the 14 senators that re-introduced a bill to boost ethanol use.  
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Contact the ASTA office for any questions or if you need assistance at 888.890.7333.  Visit the website,  www.amseed.org for meeting schedules and other information.  
