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first - the seed



  American Seed Trade Association

  E-News Update for March 3, 2003
ASTA/USDA Native Seed Workshop Update

ASTA’s workshop designed to update seedsmen on the new Farm Bill is scheduled for March 13 in Washington, DC.  The one-day forum will feature experts from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Bureau of Land Management.  Segments of interest to native seed companies will include presentations on procurement; conservation; varietal needs and the new technical service provider program. The program begins at 9:00 a.m. at the U.S. Department of Agriculture and will conclude at 4:00 p.m..  There is no charge and interested seedsmen may contact Leslie Cahill at lcahill@amseed.org or phone the ASTA office at 1.888.890.7333.   

Study Assesses Biotechnology

Bio Economic Research Associates has released a new study entitled, “Agricultural Biotechnology at the Crossroads, Part I:  The Changing Structure of the Industry.”  It is available at no charge on their website, www.bio-era.net.  

FIS – ISF Transition 
ASTA members are reminded that at the 2002 Congress in Chicago, FIS officially changed its name to the International Seed Federation.  Accordingly, all references should reflect this change.  Seedsmen should include the new name and acronym in contracts and related materials.  

2003 ISF Congress to Meet in Bangalore, India

Bangalore will the first congress of the International Seed Federation formed from the historic merger of FIS and ASSINSEL.  Information for the congress can be found at www.worldseed2003.com.

PVP Advisory Board to Meet

The Plant Variety Protection Board is scheduled to meet on March 5 and 6 in Beltsville, MD at the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s George Washington Carver Center.  Topics to be covered include:  PVP office relocation; database plans; Six Sigma Plan; and staffing.  

Department of Homeland Security Update

On March 1 over 170,000 employees from 20 different agencies officially became part of the new Department of Homeland Security.  To learn more about the department, visit their website at www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/ . 
Payment Limit Commission Seeks Input

The newly established Commission on the Application of Payment Limitations for Agriculture is seeking written comment from the public as it studies the potential impacts of further payment limitations on agricultural producers.  The 2002 Farm Bill created the Commission to study the effects of limitations on the receipt of direct payments, counter-cyclical payments, loan deficiency payments and marketing loan gains by producers and other entities.  The Federal Register Notice detailing the key issues about the Commission and its mandate can be accessed via the Farm Service Agency’s homepage at http://ww.fsa.usda.gov.  Comments must be received by March 24.

Registration Open for ASTA Annual Convention

Information on the upcoming ASTA annual convention has been posted to the ASTA homepage, www.amseed.org.  Dr. Norman Borlaug has been confirmed to speak at the 120th annual meeting and additional details can be found on the website.  Members are encouraged to take advantage of early registration fees.  Questions on the convention may be directed to Suzanne Nicolas at snicolas@amseed.org.  Sponsorship opportunities are still available.  
Upcoming Events

March 13


ASTA/USDA Native Seed Workshop





U.S. Department of Agriculture





Washington, DC





Contact:  Leslie Cahill at lcahill@amseed.org 

June 21 – 25


120th ASTA Annual Convention





Hyatt Lake Las Vegas





Henderson, NV





Contact:  Suzanne Nicolas at snicolas@amseed.org
November 2 – 4

49th Farm Seed Conference





Lawn Seed Conference





Westin Crown Center





Kansas City, MO





Contact:  Suzanne Nicolas at snicolas@amseed.org
December 10-12

33rd Soybean Seed Research





58th Corn & Sorghum Seed Research





Seed Expo





Hyatt Regency Chicago





Chicago, IL





Contact:  Suzanne Nicolas at snicolas@amseed.org
