[image: image1.png]asta

first - the seed



  American Seed Trade Association

  E-News Update for March 24, 2003

Registration for Bangalore Congress Approaches 500

Nearly 500 have registered for the ISF World Congress in Bangalore. The conference runs from June 7- 11.  Early registration fees are available until April 30.  To access a schedule of events and registration information, visit www.worldseed2003.com. 

Drought Likely To Persist

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has published a drought map that favors the continuation of drought from Iowa into Michigan, with spotty relief expected.  Drought is expected to largely persist from Utah to Wyoming and Montana and eastward to the Dakotas and Nebraska, although some short-term improvement is seen.  

Grassley Re-Introduces Tax Relief Plan for Farmers

Senator Chuck Grassley (R-IA) has re-introduced his Tax Empowerment and Relief for  Farmers and Fisherman which allows income averaging for farmers caught in the alternative minimum tax problem, expands first time farmer loans, allows smaller co-ops to take advantage of ethanol tax breaks and reverses efforts to apply the self-employment tax to cash rental income.  

USDA Researchers Study Bio-based Products 

Bio-based products from soybeans, palm and sunflowers have gained momentum as the United States tries to cut fuel emissions and trim dependence on oil suppliers as Iraq.  A team of scientists from the U.S. Department of Agriculture is looking at altering the chemical structure of vegetable oil.  Alterations could make molecules more resistant to temperature changes and would not harm topsoil or water supplies.  Caterpillar and Deere & Company and Alcoa plan to test the new fluid.

USDA Grants Protection to 29 Plant Varieties

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has issued certificates of protection to developers of 29 new varieties of seed-reproduced and tuber-propagated plants.  They include bean, bluegrass, fescue, lettuce, oat, peanut, ryegrass, thistle triticale and wheat.  For a listing or to learn more about plant variety protection, visit www.ams.usda.gov/science/PVPO/pvp.htm. 

ASTA Committee Sign-up 

ASTA representatives will be receiving forms from the ASTA office in early April listing committees and their missions.  Representatives are encouraged to identify company representatives interested in serving on ASTA committees.  Companies may designate as many representatives as appropriate.  Voting, however, is “one company – one vote.”  For assistance, please contact Beverly Hahn at bhahn@amseed.org. 

ASTA Convention Update
To view the latest information on the June 22-25, 2003 annual meeting of ASTA, visit www.amseed.org/mtg_2003ac_index.asp.  Registration forms are available and a listing of speakers and committee meeting schedule can be viewed.  Additional details can be found in upcoming editions of the ASTA Newsletter.  For assistance, contact Suzanne Nicolas at snicolas@amseed.org or Jan Stickley at jstickley@amseed.org.  To date, a quarter of the room block has been reserved at the Hyatt Lake Las Vegas Resort.   

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Meetings
** Please advise Barbara Surian at bsurian@amseed.org if you would like to have a meeting listed.

May 29-30


Seed Trade Association of Arizona





Hilton Sedona Resort and Spa





Sedona, AZ

June 3-5


Illinois Crop Improvement Association





Illinois Seed Trade Meeting





Pere Marquette Lodge & Conference Center





Grafton, IL

June 6-11


World Seed Congress 2003





Bangalore, INDIA
June 21-25


120th ASTA Annual Convention





Hyatt Lake Las Vegas





Henderson, LV

July 5-7


Georgia Seed Association





Brasstown Valley Resort





Young Harris, GA

July 30 – August 1

Missouri Ag Industries Council





Osage Beach, MO

October 2 -3


Missouri Seedsmen’s Association





Lake Ozark, MO

October 18-21

Atlantic Seed Association





Sheraton Norfolk Waterside





Norfolk, VA

October 28-29

Iowa Seed Association





Gateway Holiday Inn





Ames, IA

November 1-4

Western Seed Association





Westin Crown Plaza 




Kansas City, MO

November 2-4

49th Farm Seed Conference





Lawn Seed Conference





Westin Crown Plaza





Kansas City, MO
November 15-17

Washington Crop Improvement





Washington North-Idaho Seed Association




Best Western University Inn





Moscow, ID

November 16-18

Texas Seed Trade Association





Radisson Resort





South Padre Island, TX

November 19-20

National Conference for Agribusiness





Purdue University





West Lafayette, IN
December 4-5


Colorado Seed Industry





Colorado Seed Growers





Denver, CO

December 8-10

South Dakota Crop Improvement





Ramkota Convention Center





Pierre, SD

December 10-12

33rd Soybean Seed and 58th Corn & Sorghum 





Hyatt Regency Chicago





Chicago, IL

